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MINUTES OF REB MEETiijG, AP.RIL 29, 1985 

Present: All but Olga on assignment; Jane as sitter-in 

Agenda: I. on Projecting what will be· happening between now and·. cruly. 1 
the Plenum and ··the new book'-- .based on .what has' happened· 
in the past 3 weeks in our organi?.ation ana in the object-· 
ive situation, especially Reagan's trip·· tb· Germany · · ·, 

II.. Deadlines and content of· N&L between now and Plenum · 
HI. G&"' 

' 

I.R'aya said .tha·t ·the ne1~ mass ·activity of the ybuth on the ·whole front 
of South Africa··disinvestment, and which is now coveting· i:nuch of. the 
nation,· is not the only thing that has arisen :i:n these ·three weeks since 
last we met. The new youth activity is not· only international, but 
noJ!:iays Marx'ist-Humanism 'is getting a hearing whether in· th:e mas's au
dience t~at Raya· had' gotten both ill Detroit· whet·e· La bot: Archives:t~a·s··· 
the sponsor, or here in· Chicago at UIC ·~here Dave had· to work •dthout 
the help.' of academia, or ~n the case of Eugene and -Franklin. speaking· 
on Marx's Revolutionary ·~orl.d View ·at Roosevelt' U •·. Tl'ui 'importance· of 
UIC is"not alone the att·endance of 1'20, bilt the fact·that'Women's .. :· 
Studies for the first time brought its class. This brings· us to the 
second new 'event: Of these! three weeks,: and that is the ivitation'that 
Neda received from· Women's studies International: Foruiir-. to ·.writ!e up:· 
the· Detroit ·Ar.chives ·events as 1~ell as' a revie1~ of RD<'s· works,· especial
ly the .ne•1·. fourth book. ±t is a journa 1 which is-.published: in. England 

( and has outlets· in-Australia, c"nada.·as <;,ell as· the·u.:s.·· 'Third; ·we;: 
have• also' had·-the. two-way ·road between. the Center and .. :the"locals· irf· · 
'Eugene's trip to•New-York, in Peter's '"riting of'leads for··N&L·and · 
in the REB' asking Kevin to work-with the NY local ·~hich'will become : 
centra,l once the .new book is pubiished. He 1~ill be 'in NY f·rom 
July_ 20 1:;o -Augu13J; ;1.0. But what. is. quintessential on this"twci-way roiid 1 ·

now is Olga's trip to the ·~est coast and Utah. •'le :·will ·get·. her • report 
at. the 'next REB and we will then' further discuss the whole question of 
the rel,.at-ionship .. b£e~imter to local and local to ·center betwe·en now •crnd 
the issuance of Plenum call July 1 • 

.... ... . ~ . . .. _. What ·hal! happened in the ·•-last th'ree 
weeks, a~d what is of the essence· for us as· we prepare for the. Plenuni.: 
Call and the: appeat~l!Ce of the 4th book, has to be put in ;the:•:Oorltext· 
of the objective-situation, even ·as the reports of youth, 'T'fL, Chicago. 
and the ·N11: trips of Euge'ne and Kevin, ·•cannot .be considered outsi:de· of.' 
the direct:·relationship to· the ·objective 'situat'ibn. · Speoi"fical'ly···tha't 
objective >ait}.la_!;_iori. concerns Reagan's "tiecision to viail: the: r~est. German 

.· B.itburg cemetery_.where ·storm troopers are. buried.· (What· Raya ·reported 
· here is developed further in the Letter· of the 1~eek.) Here what is" 
·i'i"port!!nt: ·are the two new ·features we are .projecting -- 'my decision to' 
write the. next '1!/P c_O~uw,_l on the 30th anniversary of 'the· founding of 
-~,,and Eugene•s··volunteering to have a article on 10 years of 
· ''J?filr&petives 1975-1985,· including excerpts, ready by the time of the 

. , E>lenum. ·I~ the case· of my project'i!d TIP column, -I began' studying, 
• lit,erally rereading, .. all the· issues of·~ '(I've gotten up to 1970) a·nd 

what struck ·me from 10-64 ~ was my ana lysis· of.· the· 1\early simultaneous 
. . •' . ,. . . . .. 

.... 
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occure nee of two •t~orldevents -- China 1 s fi!:'st atomi<:! explosion and 
· tpe·.fall. o£ Khrusc:hev •. :What none but myself brougt out .at .that time 

was:·thatf though. thA.se events were certainly ·the pivot for a ·possible 
ne~t·:World':shifl:;in globa·l power, what ·~a·s equa•lly essential was the 
Khruschev..:pl.'Ojected trip to ·West ·Germany a:tranged at a time •.~hen 
no~e ·were :ready· to 11 forget 11 the .Na .o:is and 'ql:l II.·' 

·~hat we·. face· today 
and this is why our Archives and the view of the development of 30 

-· y.ears· of.'N&L,,:is.:impprtant:.-- ·is·.to know how.to grasp our development· 
of Absolute :MethC3'Q.. both_:·:f£ll1·~th~ •objective-and .. subjective ,!lituation:· 

' 

I want the· va~ious ·reports. to have this :t;ramework in mind, and to·.. · 
thi~ of·,the July l CaL,l. for the Convention. Take John 1 s. Archives·· 
which .. we .spoke· about. at the last REB and. which .I am .turning over to 
Terry\' to St1!ncj.l • for. J:he other· loca.ls. It is·· not· only that the · 
Int;l;'oduc.tory :Note:arous<;!d, my•special .. interest, but the· fact that.· there i 
tJ:le~·-· is. onel!qreat :ommission- in my:· own ~rchives and· that is,the· 1930s. 
outside • of .my b~"ing. \~i:l:h ··and then .breaking .with Trotsky, the: 30s 
don't seem·to.exist.· Th::.s is l;>ecause we.operated·on the-principle·., 
t~l!!: we :eoul!i nC!t pat:• in any of-·my activity for the exhibit' unless· 
we coul!i··docume~·t it. But in .fact there were many mass worker .. · 
str:l.kes .. from. -T.q: ~d.o AUtoL1te t~.:the S~F •. 9!!~J1r!ll:.str~ke that I wa~ ·. 
a: participant i ~:- The. only thing is that I ·was ·just a rank-and-f:Ller. 

:·!ln(t\)erefgre.~n record!S! .remain of what I was doing.\ Yet it'· is ·. :. 
· precis~~y,:~he .l~ljQl~. :decade :of the .1930s that is so pre_ sent. in John •·s ( 

.. Arc;~.li~es.,, .,.;os youtl!: w~o: :ran away from home during the riepre.ssion; 
par~icipant. i.l) CIO. organizing,, then as an SP member and with tlie· 
outprea'k" c); .the:-~panish 'Revolu·t'ion .. choosing :to break ·with ·tne ·sp ' 
and entered ~Z:O:\:!!kyism.. .All of th'is is why. I want·· the ·comrades to 

·..bE!gin ·read;!.ng , up. 9.1} .. wha .. t ··happened in the period of ·the Depressitm 
wh~n::a new,.generation "Of--:.:·e:volutionaries developed, but ·ones .-who 
di~._not t:'"rn.·to theory·as.a.·total"philosophy. Itwas cinly~'i''l'II ·;. 
-that brought the 'GI ·home. to develop -the state-capita·list theory. · · 

.... "- · ·· · .. - . . · · "· · · · · .. · " '" · ,, ·-.' " ·J!iinong 
pqi_nts tltat~ I· found· in· ·reaa-:P.tl&L th~t I cannot go into no·~ was a ~ · · . 
r'-yela.ticm-even to me;. though g: am "sure that I 'was' instrumental ·in:··· 
cr~11t.ing :that:-.oate.9.C?.~·of women as force of revolution, · a.nC!"t;'llat' iS' 
the,.-f~~j: ,1;Jlat;·.llijge·la. ·Terrano became CD 's · As.sociate''.Editor •once 

. ~ ~"@S :Pu!Jlished with her- dissent· on, automation~ : In thO!Ie early • 
'yeers,.~~::sinsle't.out all th$· forces .. of·:revolution; '.from youth who ' ';· 
_ex~;E(iu~Eif'L:the·~t~hole in the ·objective·.situation whether in: the'·first' 
you!*-.. ,c,olwiuf.by Ropert Ellery, ·Or .that by Eugene ''lalker; ·or the· 
women who.didl'!~t or-iginally want· to. appear·on the w'omen's ·J;ja'cje -- · 
,Jerry :Kegg and P.nge la: Terrano -- but .appeared ori the labor page. · 
The'mo~t·.;exc'iting gf -a.ll es more·.tnan remembrance of thi'ng's"p~st :·: · 
was Eth,el D)ll)bar I !I column which was first entitled (thin_k how D!UCh 
tater Jessie ,Jac;:lcson nid· it) "toTe Are somebody". ··one· Rore· thing:·I . _. ( 
Will~ .tO·:~.d~ f:r:.Om .my readings in ~ and that· is the Uniqueness Of . 
fOU~~-!lO matte;-.. \"hich cla11s t;h~y come from,, s?: lo.';lg·as they·_th~~"" ·Y 

.,selves ,a;-e not~~:tt:ploiters. 'l!he ·particula:r::J1ere· is that the :youth .. 
•ote:r:e the first in the 1960s to sense and report on ·~omen as a new 

.· ... 
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force :confi:on.ting male opJ?ositiori tdthin the Left. Two ·young· men 
writers "'erei .. our reporters:· Bernard, ·-~ho •//as ·brierly a youth · 
columnist' (we'liad won him while he' was in high school,· though he 

.. was by this time a freshman in college) described a joint ct>~Bleck 
•. , • . t · • , •• • · · , . .. • r 

Panther United ·F.ront 11\eeting at which Herbert Apthllker spoke .. endless-
.. o ~· ' ",, , I '• 1 • • •' ' • · ~ .... ' · •i . o 

1~ and at 14h~ch, ~~ '14a_s· boo~d'by womeri l~h.o ··~anted _their S1?es1t~~c;J 
.t1m~. fit thl.f! ·p~l.nt a Bl.a.c}t· !?anther leadE!r called thl!m ultrll'~eminists 
and evein .P,igs. Bernard wrote of this in tJi,e pages. of N&L •. :A 
further devebpttient of ;the' analys~!il .~n . the ~~~t.ll;~r.{:a·nd WOIIJ~~,;w~s by 
Eugene ~ho by then called the women 1 s opposJ.tion a movement. ·(Even 
tociay' the work 'EUgene did w:i,th the. Marxist-Humanist a.t UC;t.l'l .is. 
bearing rru:l,t. With a ,)'OUth Qlga met in her Bal( Are!' .trip • .)_ ,~t;· 
was. only afte'r these' t•,_o anticipations of NL as movement that 
~e had Terry 1 s report (she .waE( no.t yet;. the!! a meinber) from. 'Atlantic 
City dem~ristrat~ifis 'ilga ih,a~· :t:'he;-bei~U:ty pea'gant •. · The~ came tp'$3, 
appea.rarice of Women 1's :t.:fberatiori: '·we SPeak 'in Many ·voices and 
~nne's ·w~lting leads lorhf&'L;. · · · · . · . · · · .. 
. ! ..• ·: . . : . ·:· ;.--:~.·.·In· a war d '· ~~e ml,lst.· ~ever fo:t:get' 

. tJ\at 'thii 'Absolute. Method' is '·the·'.-tea'l' ch~ llel!ge .. that' eveicyone of us 
~ee~s so· tha~ .. t~~- indivi~',la:(frPort~.~s .. o~ an _a~j:ivi,t:( cai? soncretize 

thel.r _repo~t~. by put;tin'g'' ~he.m .. 'in, 'th<;! context of ~ur, Marxl.st;-Humanist 
. · erspe·ctives. · · · · · . .. ·. . · . .. . ·;· ~ ., . . . . 



April 30, 1985 

Dear Friends, 

Reagan's dec~sion to vist the Bitburg tem~etv. disregard-
( ing the fact that some. Nazi ss officers·' are• buried there, is everything 

the opposition says ·against him .:..- ·from the remembrance of the Holocaust, 
to his_ disregard of American' vets and ·everyone els_e who participireed · ih 
WW II" and the struggle.s. -against fascism. It is an· idiotic gesture;· ~ 
it is also very typical of,.nuclear .big power policy fighting for . ..world 
dominat.ion .. ,., A'H: Reagan ca-!1.' fi!.e e --:i;s bl'le ,EB'st:<\'We st · re l:a tiohship. 1 .. All 'r l.n. 

other. inatters be it Nazism, ,p_r.El S_alvador,· ot',tjicaragll-CI,.·a!<e SUbf!umed 
under. it. It ,is true• of oourse that the .other :beh~mo'th, )'lussia·, :"i's also 
desiring world domination ...... It is not tru'E!· that Russia. is present every
wher-e, from South Africa to Nicaragua, where a 'genuine. mas.s movement .. 
is fighting the- specific dominant power. ,... ..: .. ,.•. · .. . . 

. · ' · ... · Reagan's presen't ·trip to :J4'est 
Germany ha's. it~? parallel in Khruscllev'·s. 196'4 p:r;cj.ect~~ .. trip ~;o wast··: 
Germany. It is th:i:s which helped bring'about bis downfall,wl'i;i.ch came 
nearly_! ''simul t.anequs ly with ·c;:h {na ~1;1.. first }\"-bomb explo-:.sion. · 'That 
possib;Le shift in' globaL .power ·w~·s 'seen by 'all. 'ihat 'ilqne;.but Marxi~?t
Humani~m:·saw, ~o~as the fa.ll's relation to .. Germany. · (I am referring 'to 

. niy ·oct' :).9.64. <lnalysis 'in ~J Rulers di.sr.ega'rd ,the past in -seeing only 
thei'li: re_sent .:Lmpfil.llia list ·anibiticinEi.' , o_rdi.na:i;y people .':s .·remembrano_ e of 
t_hings :P.ast. is p,at 'on;!.y a''memor~'of Na!li atrocities,·· but raises ·the-· · 

. qeustfcin as to when the past be.come·fi· s·ometbing very reaL "When·" in 
"" , .. ,, ··the. case of. . Khruschev' s f'l!ll is bee~ use Russia still bad revolution- ·. 

aries .'who ·~eme~erecf a very,·: vecy. d.i:f~~rerit reason for 'Ger_many being .the 
key,. to ·tlie .;i.ntern~tio~al situ'ation. 13erl\iany as .the key arose.•.with •the 
succe!3!>ful 1917 Russian .. Reirolt£tion,. · ·I:t ·is· then thatr;r;en:bi. ·called 'for . · 
the ··German Revolution and ·said th~t (dthout· it, backward Russia wci~ld 
be,, forcedr·to --r!!tUrl'l to capi t<dism .. instead cif being.: the · first of a 
ser~e!l of revolutions iee~ding· to the woi:-ld ·:rev~lutioni., .Rosa Ltixeml:lurg 

. was prec~seiy· interes~,o:e;!i:.}n ·that. and'' ailiu3d for. it.'in the 1919.'German · 
· Revcililt:i:on:;:' :When . she and, the German .revblUl:l'on·:were. beheaded by ·l:hose 

... ,. ptedecessors--of fascism·_;, the Freikorps'· _:_ the. rul,ers~ and that ·in- ·•· 
·. eluded·- the· SoCia 1. democraby: no doubt thought that what they •~ere 

creating.was.-.capitalist. "democrati.c"· ru;J.e. Nhat. they really laid the 
ground for was. iascism;•·Na:>ism; ·... . · · 

· · · .. ·' · ·: B're'~hnev was of course smart' enough to·· 
t;ake advantage of RhrU:schev•' s proposed. l>l •. German .trip to accuse .nir.n .. 
of hairorained ·ache'me·s;. '"ff- use that ·pe~sona.l designatio~. ~s ·the . . · 

· re_a.I!!:)IJ. for his downfalL . today Reagan t.hinks that he "!'Is· the· '1gr'e<!t 
.communicator" can create '.the feat of making .. c::ounte:t"-revalut.j.on sound·.·· 
like revolution, arid that therefore··mo'~t of the' oppoihtion .to his' German 
trip, :wil~ _ev~J?Orate, .he· not qnly 'bas' o;o conception of' ·.history,. but of 
what livin~ lilemory is, when it is Reason. ·:. ·.· .. · . ·· · · ' ':-' · · 

.. · . ' · · : ... . · . ··When i~ dea.isive ~e~;~u•e it is 
-the specificity of histo;ric time, .and 014r ,historic ti)lle :t"epresents the 
matu'i'ity ,C?f an age.)"lJe.rc·'tl'ie "forces of revolution as Reason have trans
formed every question, including cultu:~;e. rt·.is here-,)'l)len me'mory' ··: · 
.underlines the r>roblP.m of your own' day. 'xt is this concept of reason, 
of making a choice for Which side you will be on, which bas a relation-
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ship to Marxist-!lnmanisrn's irrunediate tasks on what/do between no~: and 
the July 1 Call for the Plenum. 

Let me put it another way. My decision 
to have my ·T/P next issue devoted t!'l the 30-year existence of ~ had 
me reading N&L from its beginnil)g. The.Oct. 1964 ·analysis of 
Khruschev' s. down fa 11 showed :ine j:_he importance of our ana ly_!les, e:Specia 1-
ly !'lur Perspectives over the years, as we responded to the objective 
situatiqn tl)at dElvelop!!d• This. be~s alive and imperative fo: thi~ . 
year ' . .s. concreti:r.ation of Absolute Method bfo:cause these PerspectJ.Ve'\l •. · 
are·bobh the ground for our.continuity with the past'and a. way of · 
giving us a view of the future. Eugene has volunteered to excerpt 
Perspectives qver~a ten-year period (1975-85) and have them re9dy for 
the Ple.nu111. 

At the REB :i: preser.ted th~ 30 years of ~ and the 10 . 
years of Perspectives as the context for the individual reports that 
were to follow, rep<;>rts that emerge? o,ut of the new st;ag~ begun .both 
by. the March 21 lecture and continued in the Chicago dialectics of 
revolution talk of April lS, and 1~hich .n'ow merge into· th~ ,new act.ivi..: 
ties·on the pa~t of youth in the divest~ent movement on the' campus. . . . ~ .. 

. .... . . . : . . . : ... ·~ .:" . : .. ·. :. . ' '· .·~.s,. 
,you will see. f;-om those min.utes,. t.he ·whole ques'tir.m of how. m:y ·A·~c;b~ves· 
relate .. to those .,of .John (1;he .1930s .b!!ing .mis.si,ng from m,ine. anq,,v:e:cy .... ,. 
much pres.ent in .:robn' s) , is an important one and it is fOJi ·that. rea .. son . 
that we are enclosing .the ,~ntroductory Note of his arcl)ives along. with. 
this· .letter~ ., . · . · . . . . . 

··Finally, ·in ·reaqi,ng the concrete .reports on Youth, WL and 
campus:follow-.through in the minutes, the key point for all these re..., 
pqrts as well as· the ne.w. 4th book . is ·the concept of ·Dialectics .of. 
RevoluJ:J.o.n .•. ·. _T1'!ough tl)e .4th .boo]t concentrates· ~m wo111en, what :i,s pre:. . 
sent in al~ part~. of the book is dialectics of. revolution, and by .. 

· dialectics .of revolution I mean philosophy. of revolution as integra 1 
to .. the .. aSli.li<il·.::revolution, .· It is when you .. ·disre.gard .. revolution, as 
.toe.Prl!sent ~omen's Liberation Movement does,. that the.re is. this·.· 
missing. ·lipk. But eyen ·.~hen you have revo.lution -- and· Rosa· L.uxemburg 
was a_~y_o.J:~~.ionary in every sense of the wor?. -:.-. ·bu!: you miss:! that· 
link .Of;: p)li·losciphy, then your .dialectics. is only .half way, .It is this 
which-makes Women's Liberation and the Dialectics of·Revolution rele
V1;!nt no.t c:»niy:.,f<? women, but to youth, to Black, to labor. That is to 
·say,. the .J.nclusJ.on: of four forces of revolution is jaot a quantitative" 
measure, nor doe.s J.t r.est only. on a qualitative distinction·, but . 
when th?se forc;:es of re:voludon are. togej:her ~~ith di.a te~t·ics of 
revolutJ.on, ph1.losophy of .. reyolution, then it is tha actUal solution 
to the g~eat contradictiCII) .in any class. society. · 

the May l6·dea~line for.the June issue. 
Pleas'e ·obey rigorouaiy 

'Raya 
,. 1. 


