
~8_~~~\~ ~~~ 
.{0" V~;tJ ._::"'e~b~~ 6, 1985 .I~ A 

. ~ "'-' ------~ ~II"" . ' . ~~·' ,. (#;'' ., . .... •' .... ~·. . , ....• ' "·CV'•' . ••.•. .••. ~ .....• l' 
F< I_,, ' 

0 
·~-~~ ·~ ,, , ,, , ,' -3 r ,., 'j ·~ •< 'k::: .. );-lr. 

··-~. .. . . •. ··• "=v ""- ... ' .. !0· 
\!.~~ed'~raz:ci>r•21, :r ·1985-:li'ecture; · •~hich>: the·• 'q"yne:.. ator.Ulrl.-ve.~: 

'~llqQ~,[i\<t"c;hj.v .. ur.isi arranging· for me, r~ith'a whole' mo>itln.da~ote 
to an exhibit of ~ representative portion of the body of ideas we 
·'tl&l!l:·'MIIz:lit:l:e~Huma_Qisfn~,,l·il!· are his·torio: first·r -..:.·.bub: quitE! .taxing fo 
me •. ·• f!oW..·Cilan'li posrlbly;:·-c~ver· the ra.z>geYo:f: a. ha·lfccentu:z:y.·ofx··.w:x:it~ 
and ~ct~vd.ties- in· a• one··'hoil!r· presentation,•· tn be· fo·aowecL·'b¥; ·omr ... hOilJ:" 
of cruestions· and ·c;ii:~Jcus'S:!:on,. imd a third hour·. for. a.> receptiori.ii' 1·.' .··'· 1 . 
.' ··~ 'r: \ -.• ·"' ·:·· :".(,,' ·1 '· . .' :·,·.i."'',l';i:.:£:·.;!' . ."r..' -:•, 

~ Take, £or: -exainpl~~· the:> question.· of· the ."/\rchives •·'"' I· rse'ldom, 
,;chave a chance, even i~ a two hour talk, to do more than simply point 

ourl'J>;rchives. Guide'.i.·. How,. I" repeat, ,ean··J:· ·solve. that problem, es
.spedal'ly "'~hen what•·I,;•~buld J.i'ke. to ·worlc: nut is not:o..P,i1£b{the":tla·lk' but 
actua-i~yrhow· to· project~<our Body· ·of' Ideas' in a single:Fui.'l'etin,.-• ·,·!'l'h!"n 
:t"r.eme~ered. that our.·•;Nat_:L~na'l co-Orgim:l:l"er;· Mike';o hatl -.:!ovex:ed 'muchi•· ..._~. 
of" the' l\:rchi;ves ·Collection· .in· substantia 1 form in •·the- cl:asses • we ... held ~ 
last· Springy :I decidea;. •that II "loul:d ··like that•·included.- in·:,_the' .bUlletin .. '--' 
•,Je •~nt· t:o-: issue ... ·on· rily.•i'J'an~: '2.7'· ta·lk . Ravcil'lltion .... b ~ 
and:'<omen•.s. ~ 

'~··"'""·'· ·"'"' 
:~~~::~~!:~,~;~~·'I> then• fal't:' 'strong~ t>hm:t 

bulle.thln:t.>llia'd. •::1 ·i:nr-ou:r >!lody'bf;>Idl!ras1 ial:so Mdl'i:'dl'.::l:liAl'~ 

our journalistic orga. n, News & Lette~s. No .ave we ne. v. er 
s:r~~;~~~1~~~:~· ~!i;~;·tl~!f;~o~m~~--·:prlr!Oltl'iaay bu·t :-a' · ,, 1t0 , • d philoso-' p: ·eyJ:U'Sl at: oi:fr1:ve ·' ·n'ferenae·a~;a955 ·· 

1~~~~~~~;~~~!::t~d:rr• !th,a>•tre:t"v.l (ljBme' mot:;!.on·,·' to:.ha'\la.: ··a< B:lack;itlrillduic'td:dil; 
~ · Edf'to&::· ·~~Maras,t"~-'Rtilnalh:l:stmorgiln 1andJ :ta.{!l!ilrl#:qru 

the first of'l..'h'.it becami! the "trilogy of revolution" -
Therefore, I think it 

l that my ·~hich covers the entire 
~t>E!Jd;od :frilm·r.t:ltal Vl!:ry->rJ!trst< trune' -I ' met •Denby' ~:iin' "19:4 7f.' .i!:'o' f:ne< 1\rery .lillst' 
't~l:t1:itfg lh~;rdid«fdt!-''.th"elj:J!983;.oB~."Nii"'a· a-na Le,tter~(i~nti-ofl; .. ;,;; ·~rhoul'd · 

~~~·~=~~-]!~~-=~~~;~~- an:y•.;oV.e.!7aili!ll•· v.:lfew· r:i.'f' .'paper-; :philos'oplfy ·andtin'rt;Janb:atd.on. 
~ •su'C!h'•'ii'• bUt•lEill'£.n>Iilhou-l!d' the"n·"a··J:so :l.'nc:tude.' tlhe· conventnltoro repor.t 

.~-on. ,,,.,,.;,;,at -&···ti!tt:ers> <a"s' 'l'lieolf:1'1P2tal!:ti:ce-".; ·•g'iven·, :at •mi:.:,<l9S4-..a5'.1Convan-.t 
~~~~;~~~~~~~~~~:~~, 'whom'• Clla~'6s'nDenl:i~/ 'had' a skel!l" 'to: co~· ·t~r1Detr.oit;··tif;Jbe 
~ .rph'Uosopli:lio>-'l'"echn:tca·i·:- Committee wh'en·· we: ded:l&.-d> tb1:: ., 

becomEfJt:8 ·~I.i.2.rftl9fl pape-X:~;•.•:r "r-··rH" :· . .' • :: .. ·p:; - ~,t·- .1:1 :~r.~;~'ti.~:jrd ·::t·r ,!':·~~ 
· .:· ;•oJq.r:_'i ;r ·l.i;!!;~;:_H -a·"y.~~;'\;:._t.r,q '1' :.:~1;: · :.:.r;.;.l -,·;.· .,. : .-: -·· r-·; · .. :1 :-:·: ~·.-n ~::lotK'. Y f;'uH•'r ., .t:Jt. :·:t~ 

,r. h~ob,r.rnat;>(lO watit"el:l '-to 'll:ncliud'e- :ifn:• my:'.Ma~c~' 2'1.• l:Eibtutlil',;• ,:tful!lil::a'iUio't 
po•s·illil:il:~~•·ri~Xlia'i1li' Oht.'•,Jas <a ·p;z;oi!'seil't:il't:l:tm o·f· ths new: ·b"CU>k:;:" ;{.fh:l:c:h )ota's>£t:b• 

been published on Int~m~O'na-~ :- 'fomeii•' s<DIIy;viil:9BS'. •,:;$<:WaJir.' nPa>-
:--"li~j'a lly for this because it is the very first time included . , 

~~:~~~-~~~~~~~!O~l;g:a in a ·book for the first time devoted/ ~ . I 
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revolutionar.ies. Because this is a most important step in our deJte.l-:
opment, I felt tl .. ~ bulletin I have in mind should incluoe the Essay 
from the • ne•lf book by the Nationa 1 Co-Organil"er, Olga, which sununed 
up a whole· de cane of '•Iemen' s Liberation since it became a 14ovement• 

; : r .. )-r: :., . ..:~ .:~,.],~ > ;~e""'~u~· (.;'u:i ha~e i~ ~his ~·~;:cia 1 Bul.l~Un a -Black produc.,-
. t:l!on ·~orker-editor and the t•~o National co-Organizers, as WAll as 

the Chairman of the Philosonhical-Technical Committee·-- all- in a 
single bulletin which will project the integrality ·of philosophy;· 
revolutionary journalism, pamphlets of t'jle.·voices from belo•~, as •.rell 
a'S both the hooks and activities of our ·Ofganb·ation • ... -- ~ 

'·.• 
·. I ·~ill be proposing this special Bulletin to the REB at '· 

our meeting this Monday. .You, of course, •.ril·l get the Jan. 27-Feb.J: 
·speech,. "lhich 'Olga is· no·~ stencilling, as soon as it is re~'f" , ..... 
nhould be. abl:e to mimeo i.t by· the; end· of next •'leek. But,r1:f e RE 
·~ith· my proposal· for the·• special Bulletin, the pag . · · 

.AJetJ?d!it-.not·: be sent out with a· cover, That •dl.t wait until it ia .. · 
~lllded in ·the 'full: bulletin :I have described. here, •.rhich I '"ould ·:c 

'"'isrf to:".present ·to ·the· Archives· on Milrch· 2.1 in Detroit;'.and .offer' 'rrw:., .. 'I<AY' 

. . for.> isa:le' everyWhere: .so· that· an· overview .. of ·our ·'"ork:: is .. oontained, ~i.n<::_t'i'i,O}If'" 
(·;ar 'sin~e bulletin. : ·. For-•.thl!,t ·lecture .on ·March 2l•~for,; :'·· 

1::;;-......... - .. the .. ne•11 Volume we <1ill. be donating .to the Archives-toco~the .. fooill_ ~,.6~W;~ 
yearSt fi:om' 1•981 to· •19.85.1·• I: atn· proposing• the· -title :• ·DIALECTICS ?F.'(~, 
REVOLUT:l:ON:' AMERICAN ROOTS. :l>ND ·l'IORLD HUMJ\NIST 'CONCEP.TS~·J . '"'' .'. r;rtrf\· 

:'!.SV'l.J(f t·~·.· ,.·;.-:~ -:!·:.'~.','. -. . .,-·,·-.~·. ·•, 1,._ •·•·•r·' -t\..[£g:1)-Jr.l 
.. ?<'> ' ( Li.· ',, •YOU:·.wiil:l;·Ihe,ailr :.from' me agai~~:after:othe ~B' -~~~t:i!lg:,:, ~e~ :.,;. 
:Wli'(semi:'l out•.t!he!<REBi ;Minutes,·and•cthe·. Letter of the'.''1eek,-•,which: i!Till::: -;:l' · o.!. 
a1:s:Od;Jiolu~e :tlle· Editod.crl• assi'gnment. f~r.I'March issue. and· ·&•'p:rel:Lmi- · •. ~rJ 

1

, 

~?¥'~;;o,~;"~~--~th~!:s~.a~~h:.'~or ~- ~~n~en:.~on ·Hal~ f~r'1~ab~r;~ay. :~::;<_~;;'{)~ 
1 rr.l ·.- .!!·.· ··,. · •·: · ·: · Y.ours, . RAYll· - · ·.,,. • · ; .. 7t'; 11 

II\J,,~ .... .._ :;hl~i~· ;,~~1' .. ;in·~i.~~~- news ~li~~ings.~~d- ph~~~s,.'from -~~~~- .~:;~ .. ~ i 
~~~~~]~: 11 the· .'''Early,: Years·,!' including·:one withf gun on guard .CiutY::<~ · ! 
~ ,IJeOn:;Tro~sky during: !the year 193-:7-38•,: when. •I.-.t.ta,s Trots'ky'.s ·Se~r-e;- 0-' i 
~~~a:ry,;·r trans:J:ator· and guard .in ·Mexico·.· · Even.,thqug-h. t):le Marxist-:~n:- ~ / 

st•1AT.chivea·•:&pecify ·.that .. the docume.ntati~n,of Stat!l.rCapit:al:Lpt,;Thqpry : 
.MaX\irist-Humanism. begine: · in· ·1941', •. t)'l.e.·II\Bte:;-ial.,act~C!l,·lY::in_c;_lu~~~.~·· ~ : 

much· E!arl::i.er· materi!ll such .as the<·corresponqepce •!lith .Tr!Jt;sky,.," Ip-:;:; . '{~I 
lf'•dE!ecl, it includes material from the early 193.0s .. ,..-· 1932., ,t;o be,,;, 0 , ....... }II 

.- .• 'Nlr-:711 when I became business manager for Trotsky~-s Russian Opposi- ~ ! 
JT:;O.r.>ill;cB~Cllet.i~IJ(the· underground e!iitiorr wa·s .-so t,iny, .. op.e;,needed a e f 

spiGCil.8i.L .. re'adin,gc,_glass.:) •.. ; I•tl "'"' that .• decade when.·! sold:·the. :idE~a,,,.., 
, . Archives tO' Harvard :university•: :. : · -r~-~ , 

l-~~ ffi~() C~Jl.i- .. /?-·?-~~1...-;···;.}:z;;.::~-· ;;z~~;f71~~-·. 
';o.i:l-' i ·'(:)'-;" ,; ·.'fitf[Jt t?' ·r-~n_--t(-FU({tff '7 7 

I ~ ~ J c6· 1··t.{_c ~ !b/ I" tf ... ~~ tr.fl..rb 
M (Z.,>z-ve.l-.., -t. n /. 'rf/7)4; ~{'t/ -)1 r;.t~M '-"<-fl.i.<~~ 



I 
February 6, 1985 

Dear Friends, 

The 3-21-85 lecture which-the WSU Laljor Archives is arrang!hng for 
~10:•<~~-/ ~ 

me, with a whole month o'X" L·epresena'hve portion of;\body of ideas 
~ ~ . 

of Marxist-Humanism,: along with pictures ;· is a historic first but quite 

taxing on me. How c~n I possibly cover the range of a half century~ 
v~itings and activities in aR one hour presentation, one hour of questions 

and discussion and a third hour for reception? 

Take for example the question of the Archives. I seldom have any 

c~ance) even in a two hour talk) to do more than simply point to our 

Arhives Guide, I repeat, how can I solve that problem, especially 
(tJ'tnt.-tt 1 .t~ /e.t h; t.t >;r, t<. (1)<.--f-· 

when what I ~-in mi~ is not alone the talk but actually how to 

:project our body of ideas in a single bulletin. 1/,{hen I remembered 
.. ·.~ - -
· · • .:.that our· national co-organizer Mike had covered much of the Archives 

tion in a·-RI9Pe suStantial form tham I - - in the 
,(,.¥-ce-fcet:{;;-o\:_9. Ltl) ...,,,c £./ 

in the Spring) I t;hei e:f'ol e decided that) together with 

tii.lk on the Dialectics of Revolution and Women's Liberation, "":J:;:-:e::a:n::---·'f{A!ffi,i~~ 
t~iclude bh!!t't-l'ef!OPt of! A...z· .. 1/v~:lo.tYob#ltrR-i:.o ...... u '.-'W\ ~Wdl:ctut1i.O- -ro 

o~ JlP~- of CLV\... ..... . 
But I felt strongly ~aok/imc"th-e-j'ournalistic organ, News & Lette;cifi' 

il'l---"'> .. '' . 
, . •:f/thed: body of ieleas. Not only have we nevef separated philosophy fmlli 

practice, butAruly historic and philosophic first was established by 

us at our very first conference i~ 1955 when we decided irr the very 

same motion to have a Black production worker as editor of this Marxist-
.. ·.· -jo ~~ uJ4:I _.P.:!..t;_~-· . 

Humanist organ an'}\, me to work out the first o~e 'trilogy of revolu- . · . 

tion, Marxism and Freedom from 1776 until today, Therefore I think i ~ 
. . \..-- ik~ ~<-1-1{.. . 
is quintinessential that my "In Memori(l,m,'~which coversAfrom t1ie very · · · 

J 

first time I met Denby in 1947 to the very last writing he dlld for 

. the 1.983-84 News and Letters Conventio¥-ld ~e i~~~~t ~h~ci&sa.U;~'ft'h;.,•,iJ 
·.all view. of p~r, philosophy and organization. L:.t a so 1~ada~1;3 
s~~ CMct.A...tdC ';'~' l'rl. 'Y/rr-M P--t · '?t.1 

•~JI,leMel'l<li 1 . th.e e tz g:s t? ardlews & Tattepe convention re.port as 11 

Wlzci1e bha<li wa•
1
given at our 1984-85 Convention by Eugene whoml !). 

/ 

i I 
I 
i 
I 
' I 
i 
I 



Denby had asked to come to Detroit to be chairman of the Philosophic-
Technical Committee 

l What ~ wanted 

when we decided to 

to include in ~t 
of the new book which was to have been 

i 
I become~2-pager,,_,;.. ~-"·ff ~.d#) I .._ 'C" --~·'yiNCI.L-.....v _,._ ~". -~_,.,., ,~o ,, _..... I 

J-21 lect~'Wifs-~'-prlffleh""ta£1oli" : 

published on International Women's · 

Day, 1985. I was especially anxi.ou_s for: thi_s becltase it i~ the very 
-Wct!u (.( ('t !.;;<. Ci-)1. Vv._l;-, I I • ••·> .{Jjr ~~ '--:Ji:':J./1!--J..,(M./.JT~ ~st time that I aemhilled Ol~a '-.!1-l!ame with nr±ne in ·a boo~otS:lly 

devoted to ourselves, and notlst e:ivinf! a Marxist-Humanist analysis 

of other. revolutionaries, ~i~-L:i/ a most important step in our develop
e.J /if•f ~ t0 . .t'C~ o:-,.,f; f.cn<f u .. : f()lt .. Vt/ C/-c1t.'t./ :-t•,-:CL•c:U-/h..fd.t~ t/yr 

ment1 ii)IH:Iili! llPiflgs the National Co-Organizer, Olga, ~ti!g up 'a w'hole 

I '-" 117:.:~ -. decade of Women's Liberation since it became a Movement,1(~thus will 
h ' th' ' B 1 ' . . k~tf.t( h t . - 1 ave ~n ~s spec2al u let2n a Blac~~roduct2on wor e~and t e wo Nat2ona 

Co-Organizers, as well as the chai~f the Philosophical-Technical Comhittee, 

al1in a single bulletin which will-~roject the integrality of philosoPhy, 

revolutionary journalism, pamphlet'T ~ belo~v~---~s .. 1'1':!1 ~-~- bot~UQe· 
bo.oka and -"'~!!Lod\l.":;",_,,.,~Jdi\ir; z :'~.!::!....J!.~~ 
itle ne'be~my lecture ~J-21-85, (J. - the four years, '81-18.5; ,-

~' , :>-<4 ~t-'V\..V-~ •I . 
we az e aaatng lri Bring~ Sellee=eiett• -up to• <tate ( iie•ald:iaxxucf DIALECTICS 

T CONCEPTS,'' 

overview of our work is in a single bulletin. 

You will hear from me again after the REB meeting when 

the REB Minutes and the Letter of the Week, which will also have on 

its agenda the Editorial assignment, and the first report of looking 

II 

1655.t. 



3 
:for a new convention hall for La· ,. ay, 

~Lo_ Jl-.( IN: to:~ w'JP I\<~ Cw{u s;- ~ ur Sf 'f I I 

""""'l'i3 l-\O..vJ> o..CJrr"s~~~~ ... ~ WI'Jc.c&~~c... 11~~ ~.r?"-1$. .) rl<e-U'J 
*_Sollle--'o:f those pictpre~ith gun on guard duty for Leon Trotsey 

during the year 1 )7-JS I was LT's secretary, translator and guard, 
-1-t.a ~~- cf.trct!MJ2v(,cf-<.-, 

li31!=Even:t though t:h'ir'C'Marxist-Humanist Archives specif~_£_.("he colleetien 

o:f state-capitalism apd Marxist Humanism begins in 1941, it actaallJ 
~- ~-f~ . , Jhm.,A. 
~ ,rn_a teria · incl des ;oreespondence with Trotsky. a11d: in 
~(/f.C.wo~ ;?"rt£T0.onl ,-. ·· ~ 
J:~m-·the···ea:rly"l9J0s, _1932 to be exact, when I became business ~t 

for Trotsky's Russian Opposition Bulletin (the underground edition .t- _ ~ ~ 
O)L.t. ~~ .J:IC~.JM ,lr.~-.J c0 «>dNC.(.//UUI.- ~ 

was so tiny ~ nee~a special reading glass).afia fa~ tfie f~.·t~ . 

~ sold the idea of a Trotsky Archives to Harvard University,\ ~ 
.ll . ~ · .. 

~ ~rs all the new translations I did from 

Marx's ate~ks ( and I'm not refer/ing only to the 

.• much more I did fjr just the Tendency )as 

well as, of Hegel's Science of/Logic, 

'.' 
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February U, 1985 

To' Local Organi~~rs 
Re: Feb. 6, lSBS naar Friend~ lett~r 

:. I, . ·· .. ' .. 
Dear colleagues: 

-.. 
The reason you ·~ere asked· 't.o ..,.{thho'td 'reading the Feb; 6 ·letter 

until this "P.s." couid be· re~d; ·<uf.e~:'tly ·after: completion 'of the -read-
,. 

ing of the end. of the ·second paragraph ori page' ,_·was· to'-'assure: the 

... '. ~. ~ ' .· . . . "":" . . . , .. .. '.- ' : . 
removal of the loose expression ·"rte'"' conclusibn ·on 'Urichaihing •the· 

Di~{e~'tic I .. • ~~~~ 'thu's• .. ~~ correct r th~ li'iritch.'ic-.Plfi"fosophi'c~record. : 

. · ... • · · • • ~r- ... · · •• 1 ~ First·;·'there·:{s· nothing · .. .;,.;_,.,. .. . ..:'.:.: itl 19185!' ,_...: in "the unchaining. 

• I •: · ' '• ;· 1 ' ~ • - • • : • o .. ,. • • 

of the dialectic, which signalteti'the' '1953' birth' of 1\!arxi.'st-HWIIanism • 
• • f• ~-'.;. 

The word, "ne•"'", :is ~- UJed.:frc/ <'liliitecifical,··Hegelian-Marxian; . 
I ..... : .. 

philosophic category, whi.;h-~ighides a liistoric'first -"'·in Hegel's· 
' i •. 

concept, that of a "birth-time of history'' r ~ant' urtchained it, ·.not· to 

de~y. ~t~· -~~~oi~t-i.o~'acy.:.6riti~a i. nilture ,· ':biit to:' deepen it: by uniting 

... ~~ , .. __ ,_,., _ .. _. :·-·!': ·- .. '···~~· .. • .. ·•.. . . . . 
Dialectical Philosophy. wibh 'Reality. For our age, ·:I· C;<!)!ght.1;he li~k:. 

~,;·,·. •• 0 .' • '• :.' :• I , '1 : 0 ', o, , , U . . . . . " ' ~ 

of continuity •.dth Marx, and f:i:'e'ed' it ·:from the vulga'r·,:mat:erialistic• 
. . .- . 

• ' 0 '
0 0 -~ 0 

' I 0 
',· .. ' ', :: 0 0 0 j l ''j 1 0 o • ,' ', 0 • • , • • •, ' 

:c;.~~nist P.Ost-Marx Marxis'ts' grip, by· urildckin~f ·!:he' ·specificity of · . . 
the 'pos~· ·~~~id' ~i'a;;~ il: ·~i~· .. ~·· ari' age that rev~al;ed "a' "rriovenient -~ ··.· 

~ ''· a:~·;otell as f;o~'th~~cy. ·'(f::e'e .the Ve'cy first bulletin·l!fe•.,.S• pr~ctice" 

' '- oL:~ , , ; : _ • · , , •· : ,•, • , 1 • · , • 

issue<'! in 1.955, ..,.hich cont!ained ·bot:h 'my Lette-rs on the. 
. . .. ~ .... . .... 

& Letters 

,_ .. ·.!· .. -.~---~--~ .... _, .. ~-
of Hegel's Fcience of toqic.l 

• i . . ·' 

E,;.e'n bef~r'e the ~~Y t•#J 'Letters,· it ·~as the first' trimslation· .of 

' . ~--.. . . 
transiation to CL"Rj thiolt -~1erten h:l.m phll.osophicaU.y that I was· mov:.. 

' '• f, .: ,' . • ' ' I , ' ' • , 

:lng beyond where he left the 'bial.ectic in his "Nevada Docume.nt~ on ... 



- ?.·· 
Hegel. 't'hat: "'as fo1 1o•·Jer1 by my i'Ct:lvit:y 5n an actual Hlners' General 

Ftri"ke in 1.949-50. Tlot:h -philosooh,i.c<\1 ].Y . .<md P.J:acticallY. mV unchaining 

of the tH.a1ectic •4as climaYed in the specifically most difficult, 

firial sect3on ·bot.h of Logic· and _.of..:J,•ind ... I.t soon •11as to "coincide," . . . . 

by no . accident ·~hatsoever., ~ir!!ct.l.Y •ti.th,_.t:he J.4c9arthy,i5~· and FBI ~~~~
~.ng of the "Johpson':"'!;'orest Tendency •. " .. ~o f~.r ~:3 ,C?L;RJ Nas concer1:1ed all 

this'.laid· :the .. ohilOBflphi.c :·and·~practical .g+:ound for his physical break-. ..· :::.: .. •-.· .. ·.· •;·: ....... ,._:. -~··-:·-~. -.~: ... ·· .... _. •"~-,;_. ' .. :_. · .. ~::· ... :"'. 

up of the '·'!.9~o.p,.::-:_F~7~"s:t: Ten~n~X.t. ,begi~ni,ng, . ~i.:J;~tr' ;~ith t~e legal . 
• ·- ••••• ••• ·.' ••• -~: •••••• ' •• •• _1,••: ..... .- • • '• • ·' ·.= .... 

absconding'·bf .~r paper,. which.,~as then .. calJ.ed correspondence, and was ., ' ,! . . o I • :' • , . • ' '' o ... • o '. •. 

preceded by ·his,reda.U.fr@l!l c ... U.fo.rnia to P,i.~ side of our "official" . . . . . . .. . ~ . . . . .. ; . . ~ ~ :· ; . . . 

phi·1osbpher ,, c;·ra'Ce :Lee,· \~ho .had, grefllJ:ed . tnose May .1953 letters as: -. . . . . ·: .,._. . : . . . . . . r . . . --

"I. 't'liink t:hat .. ·these· notes represen!; ,.o.ur Philosophic Noteb'ooks, . . .·. .· . . .... --=- . . . ... ·. ~· l . .. : ,. 

d:i111pa.;".able to' thOSE! ;of .VL· in .l~l!i,.,•:: .· ·' ., .,.:: .. (,' ; 

::J As.:-the' ending· of.·i:l~e very. ;.ir';'!:;:,,cha~Fe.r of. ~he. very first book, .. •. '• . . . . . ~ : .• . . . 
when .•4e w~;:e free from the Johnsonite 
•••• .! • ·~· ;,: !o-t:.~: ; .C:' . . .._:~~;- • ' . . : ·: ,.. •.• . • •. 

rest1=i6tion!l; ,eXIRJ. and b:i!s '.'.Johnsonite!l" tciok the ab!lolute opposite . . . . :· •' ..•. ,.· .. ·. :,. : ' . ~- ·. . . ·.: ··.· . 

...... , "road ·from' tbai:,·.Of' ".f:t:eddie rq:r;estJ" _.(Rays, J?~arevskaya),. '4here, for \ . . . . . . ,. . .. · .. -. •':' 

· mer .. the J;lhi.l.Qsophic ~;r,o~!'i was, to mej:!t the ch.allenge of our age's . . :.t- . . .·.: ..• · .. ·. ·: . .: . ,".;. .··:· 

. ... .... . . . ,.. . ·-"1\.'f!ilolut~s;.' a.s .. •-tel.;l.::as,~e ~hal:J,enge'o:f. H_ege:t'~, c~RJ'!l .. direction was .· .· . . . •. ... ::.·. . "' •. ~·:·t 

to escape -~· and'·J;. don •.t ·IIIean .. only t~ ,England, ):mt from any need to . • . ' . ' • I •' • ~ . ·' . ·' . 

. . 'f:l:gh1;- 'l'gainst t,he Macarthyite::.FBI:, Hs.ting of our .Tendency. , •'. :-:·.·: 

Secondly, once the 1950s ended t4ith .~.he revplll,tiol)."!.both in East . ·. '• 

Eur6pe' and in AfJiica 
1 

:and Wfl' .;began ,to recgrd. the new voi,ces of revolt . . . . ... ~-· ' . . ·: . 
interna'tional,ly as t4ell a~?.-in .. the .. :U·~·· esp~cially Bla?k .America,, 14e ' ' '·'• , • . . . . •. I _' ' ': .~ , :. '• ' ,1 .~ i • 

fo'wid< that the' .19!'i9fl:~ha;q.,all.!o. brou:;Jht ,to the .ne."lty-name~ patJ~r, News . . . . . ' . ··;. · .... 

& Letters, one who could:not.dil!lt~nguish t~e difference between me and • •. •. ·:·· • ,.;. ·•1(11 .. 

16554 



1 ,...J7 ·· ·,,. 
!lerbert l'larcuse at the vary time (1.960) •·rhen ~arcuse reviseo h'i"s con-

( 

., 
cept of the Dialectic in a r;e.; l'rP.face to his 1941 Horl<:, Reaso'n and· 

·'; • '! . I.. .-···:/:~ . . • •• • 

l!P.V01.Ut]On. '!'he 1960s, i.n a •40rfl, made. ciear to .. me tha·t the 'fi:J50S 1 
. '·I 

' 

.; :·. :.:·.: .. ·-:·- .. ~ ;:-.:: f'"• . · .. -; . ; . .. . . ; , .. 
breakthrough on t:he /\bsotute Idea needed further concreti"'"tion. ·:r ·•· · 

. : : ." . 
had to ·plunge much dee'Per into at l of Hegel's majo!' phi t6sophic · · .·.: 

.· ' . ~ .. :'· "• ·;. :-·:' .. ... ·· ... .-·:···.·- .. ::::~ .. ·-: ... · .. ··· .. ,.' ';· ··.;-- ''I.··; ...... 
·~orl<:s than had ever been done berore. · •ntetll:~:t" J'lelville d1d or· dJ.d not 

thl.nl<: strictly phi tosonhi.ca lly, he certa ~ nly created a'··philosophic 
... ' . 

poetry of "thought divers". 
... 
It tool: me f~om t 958 to i973 before •' · 

• ·:· .. ::· ,:· · _: .1. 1. i~;,• .~.-- r:, .. ,· ... •r,~ , , .. , ••.•. : ··-z. __ ,._ 

Philosonhy and Revolution from Hegel· to· Partre and from· t1arx ·td· t•ao·"'·" 
.... ·~.· .. ,. • , ··-t :·.--·-.-·- . ·- · · _ .... _ ·. r: . 

. worked out ane'<l' "Hegel's llbsolute Idea as Ne;~ tieginnfng •c: thll Cea"si;,;.' 
. .,. ,,... '-'!":_~· ~ : • 

le~~ ~ove_me~F- of History ann Ideas", as I entitled chal?ter 1 o'f 

·phi~os~phy' ah'd' l!evol~tion. · ' . ·! . -; ... , · ., '· ..... 

. ... ,·.-

( '•t T • , .-~ II 'i ~ ' ....... ~·. ·.·· .. ,,,. M 0 ' o '.~~ o ",• 0 ; 00 • 0 ; 

:In the t97ns a bourgeois academic Hege'tian siti'gted 'out t:he " 
.. · · · · ,... : . ~ · . · · _.. · r ......... -, . -. ;. . · .. . . ,. = . 

·"precise phr;~se, "unchaining the dialectic", as the 'cJ.:I.max of his cri-
,. 

. . ; • . ·-~ .• '• ;.'J .. ·.~· ... ! •' -:'· .•• ,,, '1 • • t• ..£.- •• 

tiaue of my •.rork. ·Here is ho··~ Geoz:oge Armstrong Kelly· ex?resse'd "bim~· · 

13elf• "For the comntex tin'kage of culture, poHtics and phiJ.cisophy · 
... ,. . . ,., . ~ . . ... :.. . . 

', , , . ., ; ,• • I , . , 0 , _; t , "''t ' ' "• , ~ • ~ 1 • 

·~itM.n the matrix of 'absolute idea', l'lrne. nunayevsl<:aya propose's to 
.... , • ' ' , •' •' , , • · ',(. ' ' ; ' ' ~ 'l - ; •' ' • ' '" ' · I ' 

substitutl9an unchained ilfa1ect:ic •.rMch she baptises 11\bsol.ute '!lletliod,-' 
·= • •·. . ... 

'a method th11t 'becomes L~r~si.stibk • .'~eca~se' '6u~ h~~ger .f;:}r theb'ry 
. . .. ·.• . ~ 

ariSeS frOm the tOta1 jty ;:,f the pra'sent 'glObal· CriSiS I (p~ 239j."n 
._.,..} ,. .... . . ,. ... 

Jlly re~;>ly t:o Kelty's crid~e in tha ~e•.r i9'32 rntrodilctio~ to 
.'. . 

·-'.i.{'·~· '!•'•• 

·J>hHosoPhy and Revolution jsn't •<~"hat ~rl<:~ th~ secb~d.-sta.ge cifxmv 
' ,'1 :· •.• . . ······· . . . . ' .. . ·. . ... ···------:' 

Rather, the i;>ersist~nce of d].ssatisfaction ·con-· original contribution. '. '•t ';.:· -~:,.::"• :• .. 

t1.nued •4ith me unti1 I •·rorl<:e<'l out th~ 1984-AS Pers~~tives '!'hesis for 
' .. 

our convention, the l<lst s·~c·ti~~· ~f ··rhfch I catled "Not by Pra.cd.i:e 
. . . ( . ~ . 

1\lone". All this came to. a climax· at the specfat Expanded l!EB.-Neeting 



-1)-

on Dec. 30, 1904 • 

. 'l'h$l:''i' I i?e'il"a.n using the expression "Dialectics of Revolution", 

which .I .had used for .the Syllabus for the series of ne·~ classes rela-. ':·· . . . _ .. 
ting .. Perspl'!ctivel!l to Dialectics. Eve~ that did not seem to satisfy. 

'· • • • -~~ • ··:1 ,, . ~· l' 

.. ' 
me, so ~ deci~e~, ~~. thnt Deq. _30 meeting to concretize further, in a 

. ·. ·:·1 ..• . '· .' ., '• ·: . .• ; ····· •• 
very speci:fi~.p,._,~ay, ~ J; presented in the Introquction and overview 

• o o ' • ' '·'', ,., I ' • 

. 1,' 

to the ne•~ book:. ···1omen' s Liberation anrl tre Dialectics of Revolution: 
:· .. 

Reaching for .. the FUture, ''lhere, in the Syllabus, I had re\•ersed the 
• • j •• ' • • : .. : • : • • • • :_ 

title fo~ the ,l'!!ct)l~e I •~as to give. as the fina 1 class, in order to 
• •' • ' , .. , •, :·• '' .• • ·:• o• ' ',''"';~'•, .• #~ •• :·· ', I:' • . . \ ::·: 

sb.~ii tha.t .it isn't,.only 'loman's Liberation but all four forces of 
.':' . . " ~ • .... · ·.. :· _ .. ,.. : ..... , ., .. ' .. :: . ~ ::::_. .. ·.: ·:: ·_.~;:.• : . . : .. .· .. : 

rev.!)l'\lt:!,o~, on J?~F'}o. I tz.:a~;,d 

the Int7=gd)lct~o~ .. a~1· O'!'_e,xs.~~w. , 

si~ dialectics of revolution through 
' :.:· ... . .· . :, . 

! 
.!, • 

•.\ -~. : •• • •• t • ~ •• 
-, f I : . .. 

•men I delivered the talk on Jan. 27, I was so disturbed by the 
• •; . ! : .... ··~ ·. . ... .. . ..• ,_, .. 

. ·- .•. -... 
_cond:l t~on of 1!1Y. t;:~r~.at th~.l:. I qecide~ to retapo th;,t fin;,l . section. on 

o , ,, I , ·~ , , , ~··, ), , :'> ' .. , , o 'ot. o , , ; ;· •,:• • 0 :, , ·: • ~ • 
0 

,· 
0 

, , 

tb,e. Di;llectics Qf .~evplution on Fep •. 3. I hope this makes it clear 
• o . ' •' ~ ; o o ' • " o - o '.' ' I • • • o ' • ' ~. : . . •• ,• 'o '• ' . • ' • 

tl;lat;. noi;b.,~ng, .absolute nothing "ne•11" reversed what ·~as. the apex on 
• ' ' 'I, • •.· . . ·:' ' •:"': •• "' '• •'' ... ·.~ • .-;•• I .' • , 

• . . . . . r ;' 
Jan •. 2.7 ... . . . . . . . i •. _..,._ .. 

. .. . . . ': . . . ,. 
. , .OI!e f.:!-1:}<~1. w~;:~ .. --. !'1Y god,I abt'ul.d have learned never to say that . . . , . ... ·.:· . . . . ·:-. . •., .. : :--;-: ... 

. an .. ~~stor:l,q .. f:!,rst. '"~ich too'k: ~ore than three decades to achieve can 
\•• ' ' H O • o • 

00 
o ' ' ' '·• •1, ~ . 0 

, ' ': • : ' 0 • 0 ', ' • 't f '. o : o' , ' o . . . 
·be PJl~ri":!!d. in one .. word, or one sep~en'?.e, and can be narro•~ed into 

• • • • J\!~· •. :•.:.:~·· -~ ·, .• •. • •• ·• • •.•. -·- •• 
' ' •"'' : ,o .. • ' . .':.. !'' 'o I' ', '; 

a parent~es~s .. -- .~h.e..:·rord . "ne~::. ~~c:»u~~. !'le~er hav~ .~~~~ ~sed in .:~"~.-. 

Feb. !> le~te~ •.. r.t certainiy do!!!sn '.t begin to express ·~hat is required 
• \ ' o ' • • '. • •. ,., '• : o ' ' I ';• •'• o' • ~. ,• 

of l<'A,:r:x~at-:-HU111,!!nists ·~ho are serious about 
• . . . .... 0.:. •• ·. • . ·, 0 ' .. · .. the need to grap~le with the 

• .... : ·.:. • •• • :' i .. ·.~ 

. f!:l.at$.ct.ica qf r~yolqtion expressed in that . . . . . ' . . . .. . . . ~' '··, . . . . . ' 

........ 
phrase, "Unc:haining the 

P~.a 1 e.c~ic .• " . 

co.~trary 1:0 

· .~~aJectic", 

I~~,e~d, I . would like to say that the truth of the Dia lactic, · 
• • I •. ~. ' :. • • ' •. • • . • .. • • • . • • • • I ' 

thE~ e~istentiaJ. rnysti'ficat1.on of the "1\nventures of the 
. ;•. . . . : . . •.. ·, . ······ . . . . . .. 

demands t;hl! haro "seriousness, the suffering, the patience, ·· ... ··... . . . . . . .. . . . . . 
. . ·>;' 

and the labor of the negative." Yours, ~aya 

•': 
,.'':'1'• 

.. 


