MINUTES or REB MEETING OF AUG 21, 1984

- Piiegenti ‘411 except Dave, excused; Jane as sitter-in

Agendas 1I. Carrya.ng out Convention Decisions ‘and Ram:l.fn.cationS|
1. Report by Raya oh week of work on New Bo&k; 2, Discussions
3. 'Checkup on Pulletins sent out; 4, Proposed calendar for.
Classest 5. Relationship of Convention Perspectives to Local
WOrk: LI, Ongoing Activitiesy TIII, G&W

1. Before Raya began her presentation, .she welcomed both Kevin who
had ‘just arrived to be part of the Center, and Bob, who, while not
yet officiglly moved, was able to be Present for this meeting.
began by saying she certainly doe want the new book to
alled only "WL == a Collection of“Edsays" singe that does
ect either the 35 year span or the in e e _mucl less -
what i the essence, that it is ; '
book & Marxist-Humanist study, ¢
Women, . Labor, Black, Youth -=-- to w-;
fpealed to all to help her find ¥hé
.-8ince that i1s when the entire manuscrlpt !
,vlisher., ’
, lBecause philosophy ‘will be so centpal,
Lok quote..from. Hegel's henomenology
“. - 'piece "j"For the real subject-matter 1s not exhausted in its
s i}*F‘I king ‘the ‘matter out: hor is: the mere.result attained
) ‘itself. buﬁ the result along with the processjof ‘

.. The, . four Par'b ih'l;o whigh:
BOR ‘AND ‘PHE BLACK DIMENSIdNM
' 1t they are ‘categories”
hat ‘is new, nevertheless. ‘ig bot e
088 : 2order ‘and Women'
1:bhe ;senge ; [ : ~ in the’ 19603“1 only me
% ry.of the miners' wives, is preci ’ the point L',
G- : EE0TY over a whole' series of ‘articles StHar
he. 35, y,ars,,t “%otality. .is seen even . though it is only
- t ‘me read the first few’ paragraphs: ﬁ T _

ess =-i-un1~Aeness of thls age 8 WOmen'.
, -rsignifled. ‘at one and’ the ‘Bam
=~ Aubtomation -~ gnd a neéw movement- from
hat was itgelf a form of theory, It distinguishes this:
iat.of all .others, whether that be the ancient pre-cap -
jes wheh women like the Iroquois had-some fr sddoms -
men .in ;the “techhologically advanced. indu
e .19+th.century whén women, even.when .
vertheless named their paper "Revoll
.early.20th centurx when revol
ongside the ‘men against ik
5 ~that new.movement from . practice of"
onl to.a new; stage .of ‘production but.'tda new.

{-f PEETRE g S0 e uippg ‘ééeays collected here cover 'the whole:
span gince’ thie ‘movement from’ pracﬁice amerged; but fare not:
gehtediin a: chronological’ orders.: Rather. each ol thd ‘four char
comprises‘the‘whole three deoades. Thus, while: Part I == “Women
Labor and the :Black Dimension " == begins with an article: writgem

SR "'j_ﬂ Lok
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man as . Reasonh as well as Revolutionary Force" was
a category, the sectlon returns all the way back
» on "The Miners® Wives™, and ends with a talk ;| .
World YWomen's Conference during the Marx centenary
1d chosen to write about the miners' wives, who
iction in 1950, precisely becHise that historic
trike* had signalled aCnew gtage of . cognitionas
ge of production by raising the question of what
1an -beings should do and asking why there was such
en thinking and doing., I had singled out the
rs on strike as I wgs reporting from the field, be-
ngly that new fore T revolution were emerging --
* but in women and youth not in production. Thus
L in production and not in productlon that I took up
published essay written in- 1953. included here.
k) dimension is especially critical. In-
as g very days it was the Blagﬁ revoll that gave
.the American character in the Cyfa of Aboli-~
ly, I do not limit thé essays:here either to the
S.; it is our age and the whole world we are con-
was the 1960s that, in both independent and apert-
n inspired by the Montgomery Bus Boycott drose in
3, it was likewise in the 1960s that: Black women
he new WOmen's L;beratlon Movement: here.

‘Fach: of the parts that follow . 'Women. Labor and the.

1y abstract,, philosophic .category e~ discloges a
Al uprooting ‘of this exploitative. 66y ceexist
nE “fro = t,;Vietnam Wer, ‘moyement and the be-

preaent seareH for" a' 

it'ten m‘ tHe period whon the Miner
and.poirts out that they are. inclu@pd*
A rlke df  1049=-50" d the Bfﬁaﬂr}‘~

IONARIES ALL," | i thig par‘t'. “inclusive
he masses “in motion who initlated the 29 Rev%

udeﬁhere. uhder her own ‘ham
; troducing her as my colleggu

a summary “of the'dééade of:the"
anxious to -have :0lga's name -published in an
agiign_igﬁponcluded with -many- excerpte I

d 8vo Tﬁ3 You will. sse. from

~=_whether. that concerns a concrete organizational: o
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| - I want %o 1nterupt myself here to stress wh ere is much

in this presentation tonight that 1s tentative, because, in the Final
verston, philosophy will by no means be limited to the single quote
from the Phenomenology I have cited. Quite the contrary. I want es-
to gstress what we have not previously pald much attention
i ic, “The Idea",
hapter called "L eretofore, we have stressed (and correctly
¥ow, in the SectlOn on the Syllogism, Lenin had recognized the
breakdown of any division between objectlve and subaectlve. What, -
however, is not true of that section is that subjgcbi did not ine
“clude Llfe. Individual Life as well as Universal {r~~"1In fact, i
is one of the sections in Hegel that has been quite” difficult to ex-
plain -~ that is, how such a subject as Life got into such an ab-
... 8tract sysgtem of logic a clence of Jogic, I -here wish to call at-
‘tention to the fact tha greeted that jidea jubilantlys " The .
‘epw/idea of ineluding L i f e 1n ogic is comprehensible -~ and brilliant
= from- the standp01nt of the process of the reflection of the ob-. .
WV jective world in the 'at first individual' consciousness of man and -
Jof the: testing of ’%;zﬁlﬁg}ou s ( ef%ecxlon) through practlce.“

;;(Vol. 3&. p.. 202 ,
' ou will recall at Lenln concluded that them,‘
nﬁwhole 1ast part of the: Science of Logic on the Idea was, in-ite.very
introduction, . nearly -the very best description of the. dialectlc.«;l _
will. uge the: references.and quotations from'the Russian. translation .40
. ‘but: wouldidike you :to: fﬁlLow it in. the -Science ofiLog
'{Johnsan and Struthers) enin-makes-it easier:

..’. By
i..uSi&hy*Ohecklnthhe chapter against. Hegel's .own shortened ‘version i
: ay

, In :this: specific. case I want torquote,-ara. 219 -
from Yol,. .38y D "202 agains "Encyclopaedla para, 2191 e ,Inorganic
nature whlch ig ‘subdued by the living being suffers this because it

el the Bame ag life is-for itself.* - Invert it = pure '@ -
Excellent. profound,’ correct!! 'And-alsgo’ NB: shows’hﬁf
Jcorrect and apt are the terms 'ah 31ch' and"fur sich'll{"

"‘.tu e kv eI

_!
e b s ' @Btha, point is that as Hegel. dgyalops: Indiv;dualﬁyo
the ;kingd ;. that is, t0:.0ther human.beings, . he. whole:: question,o s
- total Ayiis. expressed “this wey: " The Process of Life. which dgen, =
ﬁ;i'closed~within ‘the :Individual passes over: into. relation to, pre-suppqped
' objectivity:as- such. Yecause +the Individual, in: positing - itself ag;y -
-;q~ﬁggigg¢;ggxﬁotallty, JBecomes also. the moment of dits. determinateness
o as—relation to %ﬁfermalluy, and. so, ‘becomes fotality.® (p- -1409,- J&S)
S e 3ai:$€be 48 the “way-Lenin - summarizes “thé!‘Wholg!:k
H ;Fbrgotten is the podal line, the transition into &
giria n¢ ‘plane “of ‘natural ‘pheriomena’s - “iAnd . '
r‘ﬁﬂ rkliche’ Exigtenz' ‘des widerspruchs (Pa
das! LS e
ul The reason I i qlude that pant’bn.philoao
integrated‘into-the £inal ~n=-9 - submity '
g.-that I felt very. ngly tha ;
) aspe&'philoaophy pE : g ur.
“ - - - (..“Pr
‘ond T do not mean only in pr1Vate 1ife.3,ut acience. 'EE
or aome sort of area where suddenly one & at Absolute Meﬁho

o
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may apply. to everythins else, but not to this enclﬂve. Nothing could
be_ furiher, fremthe truth, If there is an area where your snecializa-
tion ¥ fHsalute Method, it actually means you do not understand
sxthe Abgollute. in and why it is that Absolute Method, rather '
_than system -~ .and.Method not merely as a tool or means to get some-
where =-is what Marxist-Humanlsts. single out and identify with
.totality. -, Everything is subject to Absolute Negativity.- Indeed, if
you will remember, that's what I° cﬁitic1zed Hegel for, denying him the
'prlvileﬂe of stoppzng with God, There is no self-development and oo
there is no revolution in permanence free of Absolute Method. And
in order %o make clear Part III, where I suddenly bring Organizg=
tion: into Sexism, Po)Atics and Revolutlon. I 1nterrupted myself after

[

: /Hew then, III. SEXISM, POLITICS AND-REVOLUTION —

TOANS P ?tuva /Poland; China; the U,S., + IS _THERE AN ORGANIZATION¥
(SWEIR?

T "Phe hole question of organization as non-elitist and of deB
mandinp the practice of new relatzons right there becomes a’' reconnec-
tion with Marx's phzlosoby oft - rqgg;g;;gn in permanence as
for organization, o gee’ this g& merely a question of smalli vg. lar-

er organization, and of decentralization vs, centralization; to con-
siderithis’ 6nly a desire for looseness or for talking of *personal!
' than political matters, rather, than the guestion ofi new begin-
‘exposes the pragmatism of our age. - Thé essence of an organi-
i “{with 'a‘capital I) == that is to say, the philosvophy: ofl ~
vdldtion.—-’ia that ‘the. uprooting needed cannot divide thebry from
‘ or’ hilosophy from organization., There can be no. new.go- »
tof: aholishing the ‘division:of mental and mahugl :labdrg:i: .
creating the onditions needed“fbr the self-development oft '

. - "Marx's new contlnent of thought and of revolutlon.
' evnlution in permanence' .wag g0. central, may seéem’ totally
1ec;tad. ko ;the questions .of the. strategies of revolution, much. .
the question of organlzatlon. It certainly seeied that un‘?
Iy thd’both “to' the''Mew Left in ‘Japan today and to the revolution-
1e1"of‘1905-0?_a;ﬁhouph the - phrage  was-go much in: the zix.itha’
5] analysis,of the 1905 St* Petersburg’ Sovie@mL
ent révoluti ---‘gg he accepted [
ion was- when the solidarity of: Marxiste :
1rm1y established &s the Japanése-Marxistis
and..o¥. the RusslanfMarxist Plekhanov at the|-

-mc in a8 strate for revolution as. well as ground'
‘}even though. by 191?. 1905-07 was considerad “the:
T Loy 1917| . LI s

- Part III1 not only carries that through ver‘ difier-
es -nfbg*lt ‘Ching end the essays on Chiang Ch'ind's two
tureniand the Japanese gl tuation we know ‘1 1966
- ring in the question-of Poland throug tediti
) a- Polish issideh*. v WeTdo thot, orget.,
‘ g g to: 'artiela i "1
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TV. THE TRATT. T™0 THE 1980s: THE MISSING LINK ~-= PHILOSOPH!
~-IN THE RELATIONSHIP OF REVOLUTION TO ORGANIZATION.

B | First I should tell yo + +hi ctually two
parts - g Part IV, which was originally(" 's 13532%9 and the
Relationship of Thilosophy to Women's Liberation in MarX's Humanism®s °

and a Part V, which was "The Trail to the 1980s." I then decided
I was doing the same thing in dividing Parts IV and V that I had done
: e Perspectives when I divided Parts 3 and 4 -- i.e. the theory
S‘ate—Capitalism from "Not by practice alone -- the movemen from
ory." I decided it was essential to unite "The Trail to the 1980a"
th the whole gtestion of x's total philesophy, and especially so
¢ missing link of philoso throughout pest-Narx Marxism, which im-
i : Lﬁt%g%y )

: of post-Mark-Narx] 1 now
ave a single Part IV as ligted above. which ing wi 141
- dey'E G 7€ criges)being so sharp that people look for all sorts of
SECapre; Deg nning with turning back to the homilies of the family.
It gives me a chance to return to +the Communist Manifesto where Marx
calls for the abolition of the bourgeeis family, We see that post=-
Marx Marxism did not arise the year after Marx died; and that the
Aglatic Mode of Production. did not have to wait for 1882 to be found,
but-was found as early. as. the Grundrisse. Thus, the empha51s that
the,£thhological Notebooks are not a break from but a cont;nous de=~
VelOPment 0f. Marx's philosophy of "revolution in permanence” is car-
ried. throughout thxs part..__That is g0 whether we look at the essay

~ on. theiggundrigge ggd WL .. the draft chapter on liarx's and
' .‘ ndeed, _is the Part whene [ FCE

**F¥on1y_hr1ng An: the - L -
- Aaagraphs added after RLWLKW,

jwhere I writel “There surely 'as
b up,. and the reasons. glven for it réng
ic 'triangle'a tribution to .slander ous insin
ifference. “ctween .the openness of Luxemburg
e -disciplined behavior of, such a consciousl;
J’ogiches -led the Okhrana to d:.scover their W
. The true:- eason others shy away from. analysi
al nature of their relati

?ur -to undgrstand'their attitudes fo hé oneoi:
: . I .. idus ra ] 1 B L E '

: oL, 1 gan
: hi . when I.came.to the .défen

- wcrainq,whpm whaqmalwaye oppoaed politically. ‘but 1naieted t

T attempt € emove her as organizer when tho ‘men returned wasrbo

- -Peoulisgnly.-enough,. the ;support I got from all the women is. what
realize convinced, CIRJ.  to acknowledge -the S=C tendency :as a.J
he .. elationship of philosophy to revolution, to organization.*to .
human ‘relations is what characterizes everything -- and it 18 cruciaﬁ[ '
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- @speciaily to “finding the traii to the IY%0s\\ /X&$ €§§%3) ‘/
g%ﬁf

DISCUSSIONs. Kewvin said it was a new and quite soberi

to be present with the REB for this kind of meeting.. At the Conven~

tion, we have had’ the -Dr#ft Thesis, to study and prepare ourselves,’ even

though the actual Thesis 3iwaye presents material that is totally naw.

To discuss a Draft Introduction : ike this ig a real challenge. Kevin

pointed out how we had been given a" still newer way to read the quote
~ from Goethe on the trée of 1life being green and theory gray, whlch op~
\position Hegel had turned around as Lénin had recognized -- all of.

which Kevia~felt mogt relevant to-the points RD had raised tonight.

: a3 :truck 3Eth~%he strélss that had: been given to the ques-
tion of ™ ship of PRIIGEGDRY to or ation evo

ion, and how that had been %3 uyinthes- e‘ﬁt'ﬁns between,RL
/ana<doFicheés,” It has proved more difficult to ive when
- cusping a oman revolutionary: one can wind up, saying it is all "per—

sonal” as Net or geeing it as only a queetion of sexiem .
It is especially illuminating to ook again, as RD did
. efense of Reva Crpine after WWII, which had “Hiot Béen
d from the sharpattack on her PoIitits. It was never a ques=
tion only of WL but of N=Hism, in embryo, as a whole, As one who came.”

. out 608, Fevin said’ he could:testify that:,aimply Ravi
T ' _is ' h- '“weaknnm_snm

' \first preaehtationT'f & Introduction given in'?
text ~- that is, so profoundly philosophic that it

ded" eyond: any: £izat-reading of -the, text. A:great.deal .is,
! o%yed,in. de scrib1ngﬂ¢ﬁﬁ" thase particular essays were chosen ’
it wag' in''working out tH# actual forn. fer-graupingz them that!: sdme'b ng
ew. ha-=eme ged. :The ¥ery first paragran gives & new vIew on why Jf.8
18 ED diffefen from allngthens are madé to 86 AT
i li ac er t thig are, { oM}’ 43."@ n‘l"‘lﬁlwd“ £

=)

: -ifferent ays,’ THE
chiigné of ‘the -arta '“="thHat  i8rwe" are shown
\ /| /The ‘title ‘of Part IV mekes @ powerful  im= -
Yoy rerlize. +3n 1968 -the ‘Pergpectives oalled
Bsing ink® right at the-highpoint of the 608 “that
of the 603.~’The presentatipn tonight :ss

F‘ : “‘ing
,g;can eay ‘what a mal chauvinist it ghowed CLRJ ¢
¢ time 1% shows ghe pull o new foree[SERIVIng I3 lo)
L Ways. ‘w RBut—the . " :

y , ﬁ”udinp Femarkes: on- th:f‘bsoluta Netho- Last ybou'

an'refrogre 8 once you'go outside s£that Fethol nd think there 18
_eholave thaf Len't’affected by it, ‘or for which you don't have to
he Absolute*Method hto atcount,: That 13 L8 A most_powertul oon-

:1usion to th':
B ) ] Having had the privilogé not

jua% of this preaentation Which m1ke peferred to, but of having been:
Present'during the whole week while ‘the Introductioh was, being; worked

16352
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out, what strikes me as "the understatement of the yesr" is what RD
began with tonight -~ how seeing the collection of a full 35 years
makes you see a ‘million ‘things you didn't see before. And it is not
just_the study of these. 25 or so-essays -- but there wer

_ethiers) from which these had to be chosen,. To gtudy what was chosen
rand .why would be a whole study in process ifself, And it is ot Just

that each category contains the totality; but that each article wlthe
§§§¥?§f%§%g

in that category contains X even if only implicit or in

embryc, Which is not to say tHEt there is not a tremendous difference

or development between the 1950 article and the 1983 lecture in

Part I. The point to me is that it is not just that it is the end of

a 35 year span that lets you see new things in what these essays re-

present, but that it y RLWEAM that the totality means some-

thing very new to ug{ CH has_another meanlng to me, as well.
; - apated-from the

Perspectives Thesis'we have not yet begun to studyi_,J
Classes we will be having in October. 1In fact. to even begin to
ecatch what is meant by RD saydng—that the ne
original: Part IV and Part V stemmed from
.hed felt not to separdte "state-tapitali s te
the.Pergpectives, it will be important—to study the REB minutes of-
1s,meet1np,tonight along with the REB minutes of our very first
ing on the changes RD had, 1ntroduced ‘into the form of the Fer-
vea_Thesis. ‘There was_ghe quqstl Qlga gaid, she wanted: to
‘the fo ulation on¢ £he he whole question oﬂ orga.ni-@
I ‘peconnection ‘with Marx's =
"= because, Whereas ‘RD has’’
yet ‘'dong 80, ‘and it is “that'”
‘presented as a’ rtgek that re~
rrect to say that it could be- L
V' lga aaid she felt it important £ for" :
: “Michelle has"contributed to this work’J*
'the essays that is far from mere’ typlnp. tremen-f
_at-_lone would bes  but it has been’ the‘meticuloue
A ting that' is not separated “from the new breakthroughs““"
atiaﬂand‘Off Our Backs that is most important of’ 2115
t MichelI’s contrivutions had been most evidant during
: he whole week an the- Introductlon.
ne wanted to o
‘e‘very firs* paragraph of the’ Draft which he: felt: had
v_,nd phllosophically in a very dif-'
'redare certain moments’ wheh" history
- happened in the 1840g”ini-~"
~Both we and others
-ou

an ob;]e viz; B TenL e b
: -the ground for-‘the whol

6 be éituated. as it ere, globally
‘tionship to revolution/ We often ®
reile we see that we ‘cah hatve that’1980

Aview. SIn trying “to underatand ‘al
,i 1nal Parts IV and A were put toga
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'.l'errx: I was also struck with the very first paragraph and
saw .a connection with the way our 25 Year History begen, But what I
ha\'re alwdys felt about the "new stage of cognltion” was that it was
_ RD's cognition that the new gtage represented, On the same page Olpa
mentioned, I was struck with the way, the "non-elitism" in the WIN's d8
- mends was brought- together with M arx"s philosophy of ‘revolution in pear~.”
amanence .as ground for organization -- but, again, what I feel is so imt\
portant -is that that. is gur contribution to the movement. Thus, when
the question of "kind. of labor" is brought up, seeing that is the comr
: ibu‘biqn that could be made because we did have a new stapge of cog-
i xe_can't disregard thinge when they
iira : Ert—that' s ac what_is_so very “hard, T Intact,
_ sophy precisely. what helps ue to make it explicit? I thirk
Acints are exactly what connects with_the-whole-g estlon of to-

As for 't:he question of keeping-private. enclaved, I could not
0 ' ention letters RD w?:‘bta to ‘us, whic_h

felt that the title should-
iscussed tonight -~ so that
& he-Fhilosophy—of

questions still to be grasped

A o‘_the quest:.on of . 1:h : of the form RD was presenting.
- does the new. hook T6. te to the Wl%ﬂg—% P&R was wri'tten out of
€ ionaTy movement)- what stingii-al - d
5 3 ace lay {.that compelled raisinpg the hiloaophic
po n‘bs RD presen'ted tomight? - There is an, important-rfew category ipe
.'.jh 1{1d¢d, hexe’ Jaday. which’ cae out of. the.meéthg weiting RIWLKM ==
N that, isswhg' 2 15 letters.on the. process ghd the new paragraphe.
IXhdded aftor i\ ae hewtmg Sal Dro “being worked outi L
wefiere, ‘18’ o wal -I feel-I. could yet discuss the. d.mportance of 'what RD:

y*"‘ ewmgu-t of. thgﬁ.section on "Life" from the -~ that rep.‘lly -
ariger4he,. mo gt 8erious study by-all of us, Hhat 1 feol is anothgr

= e

néwKina bt cokepory-ig the one I see as s relating very direc
= 0 W- TLE d°I'm referring. to the way RD wants to 1nd‘1uda Olga, in
v, ‘_,_f..ﬂh._ A Terent g¥ated. > T Teel that brings in organizasll

new way - in térme of Marxis -Huna‘ﬁi‘gt-ﬂo-%hinkens.__I consider 1‘6 an* .

I!

nd I would. like very

much ,to aee "Marxis‘t-Humam.sm" in the t tle of this book, Perhaps we

T oould. Nave.a- phrase someth:.ng like "From a Merxist-Humanist Pers ecti\e"

in. ;bhe:'bi'ble.ﬁ, ;I.hdd michance 'tq oad the Draft of the Introductlon
vy guickly.- haf LS (bt the wa Ha s _prese ted toniZht’

- In -l-.he Tetters that have been sent .

g £ that WL has been presen‘bed as

' revolutid CIY IR made: - i
1Lpe' ey He~caphot leave it as & ex 8! nal’ y
. 10 [ = mmi;tgé f - me' ~,I g
-2 .queefint). of '!:o:l:ali e-revolution/, In"bhart
E-bara, graph at, ! g struck ‘everyone, you cannot help Aut ake a
arison. to, the; way, WL is presented in RIWLKNM. - T ifici of’

Lo e "p
#hat.the 19605 ‘hes, contr:.buted dig ot exist in (19508} I bel eve.

‘-; "So I, “have..a ‘ the ques-
tion’ of,  thel deiatic Mode of ctiof)is brought in andr®lated to,
WL, I have oh on-Fan/Woman from his 18’4-4

_7'.~Essa,vs and wonder if that could be igcluded’ a8 a quote here. . . ...

. W
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I. Carrying out Convention Decisions continued with Mike's report

on bulletins already sent out and the third post-Convention bulle-
tin now being wrepared by L.A. to include the Organization Report
and Report on Black Dimension. Because work on the Convention
Summary cannot be finished until after the first issue of N&L from
our new {uarters is in the mail, that Sfummary will not be out before
fept, 15.

Olga reported on the proposed calendar for the new classes,
which we wanted to start in October and end before the year-end holi-
days. It is proposed that we have three groups of two classes, with
one waek between each group. Thus, the first class would be held

on Oct. 21.end the second on Oct, 28; 3rd on Nov. 11 and 4th on
Nov. 18; EE; on Dec ,2, and last on Dec. 9. Olga's convention re-
port, expanded, would be sent out together with the syllabus for
the series at the end of September. Raya noted that she was so
determined for us to grapple with philosophy seriously that the sy-
-~ llabus would include not only the new Intreduction for the new book

but also readinge from Dialectica of Liberation for each cla

'II “The fi;st point in Mike 8 report on Correapondence was he newstg_

rpted immediately for this issue of N&L. Mike fel
serious review b n-Marxist he had ever read{:point-_;u
it grapples . with cha ter 1 of P&R as work: that '

had aver done before, itiyith Chapter 12 of RDELKM,
The

The letter Diane had sent to the Youth was
And Mike reported that new subs continue—to come [

Meeting convened 7 PM
adjourned 9:45 pM

'16355
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TEFTATIVE TABLE OF CONTENTS FOR NEYW BOOK

Part One: WOMEN, LABOR AND THE BIACK DIMENSION
The LM as Reason and as Revolutionary Force (1969-70 lectures)

The Miners'® Wives (1950, The Militant)

fomen in the Post~7ar ‘7orld and the 0ld Radicals ; and
The Abolitionists (from unpublished essay, 1953

Revolution and Counter-Revolution in fouth Africa (N&L, 4/1960)

African “Jomen Demand Freedom Now! (report from Africa, N&L 5/62).

“omen's Liberation, in Fact and in Philosophy {Lecture at UCLA
lomen's "feek, April 1973)

"The Black Dimension in “omen's Liberation (Lectures to "AGE, .- .
UCAE, Hunter, DePaul, Cal ¢‘t:ai:e.I Geo. Wash. 1975 76)‘

‘WOmen s COnference, Urbana, April 1983‘

/f,u (ﬂ’““{ n JW

REVOLUTIONARIEQ ALL

m:“ﬂatalia tedova Trotsky (NaL, Feb. 1962}
ﬁﬁeré and 28 Revoluticnaries (Lecture at “I€U. 1975
' and Madison 1976}

,ummary of"qix Lectures to UCAE, by 0.D. (November 1975)
({N&L 1980)9

(Excrrpts from Philosophy

W i el ‘””’{.4/;‘3




Part Three:
"P'oIanH: ¥ China: t}?‘ U.S,: I% _'I‘HERE AN ORGANIZMIONAL

ANSER? i

The New Left in Japan (Report in the Activist, 1966}
“4ill the Revolution in'Portugal Advance? (PPL, Jan. 1976)

The Revclationary Activity of Polish ‘Jomen ,
Report from a Polish dissident (N&L, March 1882)

Chiang Ch'ing, Hua Kuo-feng in Post-Mao China. (SPR, 1977)
China's *Gang of Four" Trial Charade (N&L 1-2/1981)

A Hong Kong Interview: Alienation and Revolution (N&L 1966)

I9Y: *fthere to Now?

w»/w

‘Praxis International Jan. 1984)

(Draft chapter for RIFLKM on EN, N&L 1—2/1979)

15 Lettern on the Process of "Iriting RITLKM

Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation and. Marx' B Phi1osophy.og -
‘39!9¥?t19“' (Excerpts from Legiture in. Detroit. Dec. 13 1

?a;agrabhp-added to RLILKM after publication




August 23, 1984

Dear Friends:

- The result of the "week away" with Olga was the completion
of anl8 page draft of the Introduction to the new book. Thus, the
nesg of thie week beging with one item that even the convention cou 1d
say :nothing about. :The unique Marxist-Humanist characteristica of
this collection covering a 35-year span of writings on *fomen's Lib- -
eration are: 1, That long before the mid-1960s that gave birth to the
YIM:and 2. Even before we called ourselves Marxist-Humanists, at the
historic point when a new rtage of production and a new stage of cog-
nition appeared, the act of fy philosophic exchange of letters occure
red- during the Miners' ftrike. In a word, the concepts I was wbrk-
ing out in those letters are implicit in that 1950 article on the
miners' wives that is included in this collection; indeed, I make

-~ a footnote to the listing of the letters included in our new .pamphlet
on- the. historic Miners General Strike.

Only now have I become conscioue of the “coincidence" bet-
tween the date when the state-capitalist tendency was renamed the
Johneon-Forest Tendency, and the date when I suddenly gained adher-
ents among the| women who supported my opposition to the P post-war
act of replacing the women organizers with returning men, which I
considered completely bourgeois. . In a word, it .was not the work I .

mfnhad done on-Rubsia as a state-capitaliet society or any of the other .
1‘theoretica1 work I .had been -doing, but the fact .that I suddenly in
1945-6 ‘had an organized group, that.led CLRJ to bhother to include my

name.

. More than the second point shout the creation of a JFT is -
“involved in this collection of essays. It is that egach of-the .four
; varts of the collaction -- and in many respecte, each of the articles, .
/ manifest a totalitz of Marxist-Humanist philosophy v because of the
....form-mediation in hich these articles.appear, all of which show that
' it 1s not alone Yomen's Libexation but all four forces of revolution
3. that 'manifest the Marxist-Humanist philosophy.
- Thus, Part T —-"40man,
.. Labotr and the Black Dimension" -- at one and the same time covers.
.. the entire period. from 1950 to 1983 and includes articles on the abo-
" litionists as well as the Third "Jorld and relatea those four
% forcas of revolution.
L Thus, Part II -=- "Revolutionariee All" -~ not
| on!y includes both masses in motion and individual woman revolu-
tionaries, but also contains a very new feature, and that is that I
“include two pieces by Olga under her own name, hoving for no xcad

blodks from Humanities. -
Thus, Part III -- "Fexism, Politics and nevo-.J

1ution — Jaban, Portugal, Poland, China, the U.S.: I8, there an.
. Organizational Answer?" -- shows the global prevalence of hoth male.
chauvinism and its opposite, 'vomen's liberation, and is so integrally
" related to philosophy as well as the todayness of Harxish-Humaniam
that the last article in this section returns to the U.S. and mg




D
cr:ticue of the Houston COnference, "rThere ko Non”"

weo ' y © % “phusg, Part IV --
"The Miseging . Lin¥% h-'Philosonhy ~=hin the Relationship of Revo!ution
to Organiration’./=--sdts the entire coTTecticn in the presenk‘ad tHe
totality of the cfisés leads to thé retrogression -and escapism geen
in the homilies on 'thé"family, dnd‘at the samé time Focuses on the
creative trai1 from Marr B 'new moments' Fo-the 19808.

B | -
-

: You may think that yol-'have already‘grasped all the new”
‘moments; ‘ard ‘of-course are awaréd 6f the tact shat they are not a '
break -.from Mary's.Marxism but a continuation of his self-develop-
ment’ from ‘the moment he discovered a new ‘cofitinent of thought‘an&*~
of revolution. That is true in essence, bat the full truth is that

. thie collection not only also’ inéorporates new paragraphs added 'to -
RLILKM since publication but -thdtotdlly new methodoloégy which' EhSws
the way:that missing link of philosophy in revolution, in organiza-
tion, as a tendency is present even Lefore the 1953 breakthrough on

_ nbsclute Idea and is what led, in 1973, to have ““hy Hegel? "Yhy Now?"
in Philosophy and Revolution , so that the 1984-85 Perspectives
focus ‘on “"Not by Practice Alone, but the Movements from %heory."

. .. | Put otherwise, the Absolute Method in this salection is
”fseenﬁtc 'be present averywhere, whether that be revolution in perma~
a-pegu g ground for organization or in Life, itself. 'Thus, for the "
- £irst time, I have singled out that chapter on Life from the Science
~§$ELng;g. Naturally, I cannot include the whole of the presentsﬁicn_i
fm;%here.; Instead, you will need to arrange » special . educational for
discussing my presentation to the REB and their discussion on it
‘et the Mseting of August 21. -This is a necessity both for knowing
“the nc““ end the manner in which’ it influences the clesses. )
o -uw-n;u.Ybu-will see the tentative schedule for the new claeses as
"...8uggested at the REB. Mike reported’ on the translation we had just
“-received of the review of P&R and RIFBKM printed in the Itaiian
puhlication, Dimensioni. "*hat is especially significant dbout it
[is .that this is the fizst time that, ‘outside of Gaorge Armstrong
,Kelly‘s including a e¢ritique of chapter 1 of P&R in his Retreat from
Eleusis, that chapter was singled out for serious discussion in a .
’:eview in a magazine. {plemse read the rast of Mike's ‘report on
1Ongoing Activities in the Minukes, )

. FinaTIy. ‘T want to revort the REB's concern with the fact
aﬂthat the diecussions now going on around Pergpactives in most locals
! be conducted not only as discussion of national perspectives but
very ‘tightly related to tha local perspectives. Thus, the whole
_'*questicn of our work in folidarity Ccommittees must be related to the
. way- f:hat is anslyved in the Perspactives themselves,

Yours,
Raya




August 23, 1984
Doar Raya,

I Just want to call these notes, or some kind of thinking outloud
process,without any thought of driving for any conclusions. 1In fact I think

the hardest thing I face 1s a.wanting of a conclusion, a result, an answer, as
an immediacy. After the REB I went first to Lenin's Val, 38 and found what you
had read of his notes on Hegel on the sectlion on life. Then I have gone to the

\ 8clence _of Iogic and have been reading through t gtion,
I NV "But the anthropologlcal and(gsyctiloglcallside of cognition relates
‘ wﬂ. in which the Notion For itself has Qot y eached th
point of having an Objectivity equal to 1t, that is, of having- o

I feel thal I am Bt} Véry mush 1m this appearance stags of cognition, That

15,1 am perhaps within a psychologlcal explanation of the problem. But what I want

to know is whether that appearance is totally wrong, that 1s when you stop

dead thore and make 1t Anto a universal, or whether slnce essence does have to

appear, that appearance, can become a point of departure for moving toward the

Notion? Here iz what I mean, I had a “shoek of recognition”, I know on a very

low level, having absolutejy nothing do to with the high philos@h)

recognition that Lenin had, but none the less not pgust a shock.

I co

svsTut ionary 6d up treating

other human beings auﬂu N in the sensg of not loving them, and
belng loving to them, but of 8 from them, that is

" a dialogue with_the poerson one is 1n g ths

Y o § from them. So If one would argue that really the private
yuu are talking about is the refusal to. subject a certaln part of

hn hare persona.l rejﬁ.ons, in your talk to the REB you had mentioned

1on == to0 Absolute Methed, then still what comes to mind
wherebyone goes about doing that. Can a rescognition on

,p' 5 Af 1t does not stop there, become a pathway to recogniion
g. m_uch hisher level" For what worries the hell out of me is that I can say

3 labor to get myself there and therefore really
lmve :I.nternalized it. 5 my recoRnition 1s only on the level of appearance --
wrr i ks .~ 1t st111 is one I fesl very much

Hine a.nd. now can 1 take that not to stop and say oh how gullty I fesl, or
~oh what a ‘terrible person I have been, but instead to take that shock and make it

Y. a pathway for moving toward Absolute? iy
. i}d}__gg %gﬂ:} “Phe imme te shape 18 the Idea in its simplg Notior,d@ obJjectiviyy .
) _hich 8 adequate to the Notion: thus it 1s good by nature. CB since ) negative -

) pent reauzes 1tso]i‘ 8o _as to be oh ective articularity.

BE-ler-slnoatre.

a.nd. sinoe Just
is for

ore they are an actuallty of infinite force by which they in themselves axe
joun ‘negativity, and by which thelr negativity is for them and they preserve
emnclVes in their otherness.--It is sald that contradiction cannot mven b thought
tﬁm 8. paln ->-m,pmm ngfntit g_aven an actual e 1atenne. ‘

£ g hl_s_‘ intornal \iremption( of the 1iving Entity Is feeling, the
/absd “Anto jinple univrsality of the Notion, menaib
"that and ( boe.in umch ?,xhwm

he ]

R 5 2 g5 ogst F-—1a aisa to booome mdentity for itself--
7 ndent : ch ex!.sts onl _y as the negation of the negation."
.1 thought that quote you had reed o1 1Z okine-Hogel-on—pain is aotual

sxistence of contradiction” was so mnifcont.

hat sesms to me @mcial is that not only ths

that "f?c palt that nesd

when you get to Hegel himself
ain proves the actual existence
1y)alao begin which constitue




.
iggeﬁgﬂg"&ﬁghbzx‘{g ghtts anddy

So pain not only exposes the contradloc

and impulse tdbegin its trhfisitio

here directly for me, well
T don't fesl down in the qumps, %

very much »xx a need and impulse t
h_________..’-‘W"""_'--—-—---'---""“-_'_'—"-"“—"'—'_"""'-"

[ENARA [A X AR NN

(RN KN,

T know that when you have spokmn

of the political ramifications bo
white in terms of my relationshlp

are certainly on my mind right now,
T know that how I am able to sork w
But why I think thare has be anm my own
$wx end in being subjected to absolute method,

problems can b8 OvVercome.
journey through-this which will
is bachytyd if I don't figure that

e enclave with eff

aspsst of privat
with other comrades and with what

I know the question "What kind of
the right question to ask and does
iou

_ work from the partioculars of what

am sure we all feel that, and no doubt are

staulae bFDR HETHeEAL SR

tion in an open way,
n. I sgmetimes feel as if

all coxrreoty
hough I do feel a lot of sadness., Imk I do f

o begin s very different type of journey.

of this over two_years ago you had talked
th in terms omﬂl’&m{on and Black/
to Iou, And of course organigation ramifications
in working with the comrades in the o ganization.
1th the comrades will debermine Af thogsa
individual

(ERARIKXAN ¢

one out, then somewhers, sometine,a different
ect those political organizational relations
ever contribution I make to the movement.

a Marxist-Humanist does this make me?" is not
n't provide any pathways out. But if I can
happend throu

SeL-isas

¢h what is private enclave to
otality of)life, then that
r\-"’\——_"—-——/'_-—-__—_“'-—-___.__-

bm

uase it is




A0 W/ \SDA faﬁmvg(églpﬂ

Fotes on Draft of Introduction to Collection of Essays on Women's Lib Bugeng
X uon't €0 over the commends I made at the REB axcept to sa a \Q‘K

point of departure it ua.s to see this situating Harxist-Humanlsm's contribut ’

to Women's Mberation arising in the 1 505. It made me again reread you pre-convention

Istter to tha Youth and sese a.lao therehow much you had situated the development by »L

.Harxist Humanism of y ..EQ-_“ & revolutlonary category as well arising out of these

J: 508 All this may on_the one hand seem obvious, but it made me think once

@.

nizat onal, lubjeatl of -rov lution, ramifleations that come whan .one discovers

a Winem of thoue.htoe.s Raya did in the @

{8 where you figst begin 1lic to reconnect with Marx. Howevdr ':‘1 ‘

again of the wo Tanifiontions -} and specifically the miiti-dimemMonal
/

refmme to it on pasea 7 and 8 could either be expa.ndod fronm matecr:ia.l
“

! ) i '\‘.\_" e — : B '
s &nd many Hive it Oxpnm:.ﬂdual piece, then 1n




Crundrisse in P&B Using the EN the kind of diaoussion pou are having on m‘ﬁ]

. Marx and conclusions. that no conclusion for Marx was an end, only a new boainul.ns

_po!.nt. I see that conneoted to the famt that at beginning of sectlon page 12

you are starting off with quote from Hegel W -

That i;uastion of process axtends very much to your decision to include

2
N /N ponel IMEND 7
node of productlion seems to me very different from hou yo hose to J.ook a.t t
._./\\_ - -

the letters on RINLXM, I think it is a very new stage for us. Not becuase

you haven't singled out your correspondence before -- the 49-50 Gorrespondence

1n the Archives, and you have certainly made lots of references to 1t in published
docunments, Wﬂﬁ'& that_a._collection of your-letters,

is actually going to be printed.
.’"_""‘—"""'—"‘_""-_'-' 3
On titles, I do think that it should be a title which ecaptures the full sweep

y of theso essays, that 1s why I had suggested to Olga some vemség:/ofm—/

- , frv! Celated ty (LHhes Grcay; e
no.,n_‘ s .‘I.!.b_ru:_a.t!.om Essays on Glo'ba.l,. Historic, Philosophy and fsvolutionary Root_s._ ey

',..y'ou- think it i1s possble to creste an index for these essays, I know Mike 1s

"'exporioncod at that, but I was wondering whether 1t might includem someone from _‘ .‘

‘women s' liberat!.on 1f you do docido to do it.
g_qr:y_ thqse are so brlef notes on your labors. If I have some more thoughts

I'lltry and write a little more in next few days.

':~'v,va-n&)u'n'l.#




Aupust 31, 1699
Zesr Simong

Have you ever felt thrt VOU WOTR res e s gaeen oty [ TP
very first time? You mucst have Telt that wee wlere conet i) AT AT AN
happening to You and vou came face to fron WETE T i e e g
found that not only wes it vour wersaopp? nenIovearent e
actually creatinr new oven doore for others ir toe coloderle ffatde

says in the Israeli academny or Purdue? in anv SR EE T R B R

way 1 felt when I was confrorted with LOO pneee 4 o vt e o

somen*s Liberation and learned-«i 1ra's veompn/wornnt wor's “foypeat

me to reallze that; make that encounter with mucelfmethnt o Aant Iy g

# w 11 when none were Bpeaking of iogie the riveter ar hevive # heein,

I was not only extollins her reason but mointins to 1t ae hodng cansan

reaching for Revolution, ~oreover that that was hut a amnll part of

.all I had written and she cut the L0 vears to 35, with henpvy gspheale

on 1970s,19808, were it not for Ulra prodding me and convineing yYou
. as well of its relevance for today-=ah, well, it ias donm nnd tUirn haw
- Just send it all off to Humanities with letter dotailing {t sll to Judy,

. ' Still to come in 2 week or mo is my Introduction to it
‘ally I did write a Draft which gave me the form in.which to put 4¢ n
all’ in four parts, and that not just chronolopically, hut helw omoh - . o
of: the parts is a totality of the entire neriod, 1950-1084, :

note that I'm including two articles by CGlera_ynde ,

S And since it all has a very internstionsl flamvor, from
Africe and from Asia to Zurope, it is by no accidant that I wawm
80 impressedwith what you nublishedw~We Ara Bog 0 1y
“Aboriginal Women that I cresmted g special footnote for Tt when I
"quote what Marx had written of the Aborigines in 1882 ag “the
elligent black*,to say that 100 years later, and on Aborigines

ng Indeed I will give you a free ad and have it raviewsd {n
Eolat in the October issue,

...Have:3ou neted that finally women liberation D WG
&iving new publicity to Koes Luxemburs - heratio
1log Y.of Revelution--in Italy in Qimensl

tigs and in Auetrelfs in ’

ks by mem karxism and fotallty by
Barxiem in Italy by aul Plecone?

S Hurriedly, {(and you can see Glga is not hera today op
this would have a more readable, not to mention correctly typozraphionl
form) Yours, : :




