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R R iGenerally, I -
- gpeak at the end of a major report about the form. '%%&s time I want
. to speak, about only one point and that is where Eufene said he had
.- not yet worked out the last part., I consider the question of Theory/:.
Practice as the unique characteristic of the whole N&L paper, of
1 ter-and - not-just the columnist of*Theory/Tractice.w*~;?;_£ii
o BRIl s

eve it is our weakest point. It is definitely both the mos y
1t to work ~ut and’ the least understood, much less dialectically. -
-practiced.” One of the events .of the ‘past which you may not know.is
5.5:every one of. the intellectuals -~ and I'm referring to those
; did sympathize and even helped support N&L -- opposed the Two:. . -
“Worlds columh, "It waen't only Johnsonism that opposed my serious. .
analyeis of ‘the Beria purge for the very first issue of Correspon=- . -
-@ence where I predicted that Khrushchev, not halenkov, would replace. '
Stalin. . No, that type of attitude characterizes all intellectuals, . :
hey.wish to discuss theory only among intellectuals (and without::
:down oo far) and "popularize" for the masses, When I esta
as a principle that a workers' paper was to be where theory/
tice’were :broken down and insisted thet if intellectuals were:
: t theory they not only had to submit to a critique by,
rank‘and file but had to bezin where the masses were by coniri
ing the highest kind of theory to illuminate, not “popularize”;
ive situation Marxistically, they all went the other way.. .
‘ t comes to ourselves, we gseem to all agree. In fact, 'how-
we ‘do not work hard at theory and keep taking it for granted:’
peating conclusions can be called theoretic development.
‘s:worse, we portray activity as if that ig theory. ,Theory i
d-taskmaster. Taking it for granted instead of going throug
bor, patience, suffering of the nerative” is what make ;
li%0. project the uniqueness. of RLWLKM, the whole_body of i
xist=Humaniem, the trilogy of revolution, ‘the challenge to. poat
rx harxists, It is this which needs further serious developmasn
‘éapecially in the new home of N&Li Chlcago, We had better begin
‘do.'so "8t the convention, whether it is for N&L's further developmen
or the projection of the new collection nf WL essays, c¢r for'brin
‘Ing it into all of our activities. S

endar ; . e e em et
Arendat I. The 49~50 Yamphlet as a Totality, and Quotes for going




May 13, 1984.

Dear B

You know, I'm sure, how not only gad we all felt at the . -
loss of CD, who cannot be replaced, but also how we worried whether .

t_hl' two*-Felix and you-~we proposed take over the Worker's Joumal
as Workehop Talks would do as they shoulder that responsibility, "I
trust you're as happy as we are that has worked out so well, I

wish especially to congraztulate you both because you've done
magniﬁoently ag worker and thinker and bringing in that new
force~<wyoung, immigrant worker, sweatshops.

I do hope you're planning to contribute a discussion )

'“_arttcle to the ‘upcoming Bulletin both about your experience
.__«,_..;-l-l. - mndble o m e L mwmanrband = +-¢I‘l'3 atld tﬂ '!:ha nhrﬂ.ctar of th.

8- Il\!sl\ulw W delM W e WA WA

'.V;;NBHS "'I.ETEBRS a8 a whole. You may also wiph to discuss wi'l:h

.- Ineg ho\v she remembers both the. t!haracter of the paper and her

‘ experlence as a 001unmist| it was not an eapy Job to convince
her. then that workera. specifically women w?rkers and young. like

- she, could hundlo -~and she came up with the title for her. -

| ,-‘foolum. The Working Day, after we spent a rew days on that ohapter
fj,n m i o
' Your column in this igsue ‘made me thi.nk that perhaps

tha column. a8 Bffason as well as Forcs, should have been bestowe
. on’ Workshop falke; but then you had that magnificent quotat:lon
‘ ,fron oonno:l.ly when we did decide on ‘the name ‘'of Workehop Zalk
SR and 'that ‘great Irish revolutionary demla::-ed.E tha,t when revo.'[._uti.m‘
Cig'dn’ “the air,: revo].ut!.on is indeed the only prac'b!.cal thing G

to ‘discuss mg}_g_o_._

Yours, d/

:’ces Ann, Kevin, John, Ray
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June 135, 1984

‘ Because I just spoke to you, and definitely know that I
will see you Sunday at 12130 PM, and have already also given you

an indication both of the imperative need for you to have "vacstion®
(1) »0o that you speak fully on your paper report for the conven-
tion $¢ and b br{ fully, of course, it means more philoeophy). I ean
make this ef -~ which I should have done by making this sentence
into four. It will make it easier for us to spend those two hours
if you know the subject I want to discums with you.

It isn*t only a question that you left out Part IV,
bscause even when you 1nd catod it in yowr Bylletin V article,
I really don’t think you did project theory ip Nal or is
new. Oh, gou mentioned the new columnsg, the new subjects, and
of courss Chicago, but philosophiecally., unleaa new iz prodoctad
as a nov atage of cognition. a now stage of practice -- and if
you'll parxrdon me, a new "personality”®-- in self-development,
the new that you list sounds like a mexrs list of new facts,
and not in tha Hegelian sense, Instead, I want to show you how
2ll the facts you have smassed that do have to he told, could
conmet with the *0ld* and yot bs m0 new as to be unigque. Thus)

1)You could begin by saying that, of courss, one cannot. -.
- take up 30 years of MaL in 45 alnutu. or even all that. -you.. want
2o say ahout gh!._- AN . u.---,e_'gol ‘pat thawa $a. 3""’-33 ‘o2 m-oa.iiﬁs

“'what from the .very start estsblished our uniqueness by saying: wha
.. 1u:she truth to: this day. For exsmpls, ‘the unique: conhina%’l':n”ot

worker and intellectual, the Black production worker as editer;
© the internationalimm in the National:Question, and the |

- & hew world stage as the movement from practicd as itself s’ :
-ei’ ‘Sheory, notoanly holds true today, but here is how the truly,
truly totally new this yemr, which could have baen presented as’ .'

¢s 45 not, . ¥e hav) lost owr’ worker-aditor. ' But when you 10

‘at; the new that is sanifestad én the.dramatic change on page Le
SER zou O8N 808 !ww the pricniple holds and how we transformed: the

s iy - a forward wovement.  Here you mention Workehdp :
_alke and Bhol: ‘World and CD, -having been for it and havinj: holp-d

.. 73% be in the last months of his 1ife; thon you sek them to-look = . .

at the new Iggn"rhoory/l’nctleo” and you say that: that oer ;
sile A mut sion of worker-intallectunl, bDeoauUSe NOW We: m
‘saying ‘not Just that RD has a column called Theory/Fracties, but
.- sheiwhole paper is designated ag such ~- and you'could see that -
S " the. yeer hefore, with Eesay articles, and with the !aot”_ R

:otthommmtionornnslngcrtonlz o where ° ot |
wap.no:separation batween all the new voices-fyda bclow a.lu!
. unity-of mory practice, as nhowlng a mennt ;
i _-u as m- practico. N

: 2)vhether: &% this point you mjcct lnto nothodolog.
: :dm”'un ‘should definitely be streased as: mt on ‘a tool :
) ;2&"&' "‘%“"%.i:." e e iy o S A ettt
. s no © out m -
h t; the new ~~ the htnt. which is in fact $he "

e ﬂut P, lmnot == and ¥Js development ofaquessing an indieation:

6f all !bur volumes of NAL., Or you could take as an axsaple or ;/U




-2—

Chicago and WL ae seen in the Eleanor Marx article. Indeed,

take off from that to stress that dRMky serious Essay~-Articles
can become mini~-pamphlete; yhat certainly everything from ACOT
and WBA and AA have first appeared in the paper =- that is another
manifestation of the uniqueness of our paper. :

3) There has to be a projection of next year, especially
the new features, which includes sales and not just distributions
of N&L, m0 again you can return here, too, to prineiples establishe 4
from the start, decentralization and editing sessione in each local
&t least once a month, stressing that discussions of the previous
issuee should be whole, which they haven't been because the easiest
thing to do is leave out the Theory/Practice column and that is,
exactly what should pot be done. The character of the papsr has
cmainlg changed with each book, and yet that devaelopment of theary,
far from“taking the place” of hearing the volces from bglowlms in
each onse led to moreftoRies from the shops, the youth, ete, ==
. to a truly global extension both of what we reflect of
world developments and what we project 4n Marxist-Humanism for the
‘specific revolts in specific countries, from Grenada tc Iran , from .
B t0 Japan, et¢. In a word, there is really s massive accumulation .
of svents that is reported nowhere else, Furthermore, the inter- - '

. nationalism likewise is not separated from philosophy or from organi- - '

“o 0. sationy. we resain the only ones who print our Perspectives dirsct)y -
_with November, 1982, which ended the Marx centenary an inpinted . ...

he CDIn NemorisE,  That In Memoriam must be seen again as. a:con~
exrete fusion of Theory/Practice and again both in the fact o

1474, ‘arid-what it continues to mean %o us, and the fact thatiso many

_ non-mneabers could'come to the In Memoriam and sound as if they. ~~ =~ ©..|
~were ‘rart of-Indignant Heart. - | R

o TR ‘“)Ou‘hide df'-tﬁd;-"taet that we overburden Mike as l'll_lglh'
D T r;l,l,,;!g’._,qmb}mdgni:;you‘. T don't know why he didn*t contribute s very
L. sevious

ous autislaicn RVa. Perhaps you can get together with him and

e way for you to XEEEEXX project the process in which RVe. .~ -
pomed. Composed is the wrong word. And pou as chairmen of . -

0 'ghould in any cese have something to eay on RVe as to.what

oang for the paper as a whole. Once again, we come to the

pytion of teineiples from our beginnings. Tha very concept of
-Anmgtead of MEMEX letters to the editor shows the complete ‘

1ition of ‘the ‘concept of the backwardness of the workers. At. =

the sams: time, thers is editing, plenty of editing, ngi because we' .
hange what they say but because we are consclious of philosophy. of - .:

.. revolution andimake ‘sure that if it hadn't besn said by a reader,

S+ iMh07ie not a member, it can be said by a reader who is a member. :

_ ﬂut!.mdhtoﬂ btrings up the quegtion of what we disguss when we

' ask for subs, and tell them that we want thelr viewsp. . |

IR "

fi

abo

sell phyerw; ‘ad
- #hat they too are pert of this paper.

. . Well, I must end this. See you Sunday.

. .Take the question this year, and we begin this year L




