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Dear: Friendst .· .: . ~. :· );';'" .,":.: .; . 
•'',:.,•· ~~.l:i''' ' • ··' ', •• .o•::- • '.,., 'a ·-:~i'} ;} •,, l',;o 0 t I 

:··· .' .. .' ~·!l'his ·be :ling· Marx's ·birthday,.: it .ts a· great day for: summing. 
up ·the tourr.'fs the;.-ground ;for .the preparat:l:dn~ for our Consti tiutio·ria:C 
Conventiori,.· However,· the REB yee:terdatr· was•t.such: a lengtliy meeting·.:-• 
:f'rom·?=l'M to-.101.30 Pltl-"' and the ·diacussion:·was· so· impor.tant;· tllat· 
it becomes: impossible- ·to sum up the ~tour .as ·a. :totality here 1 the '46 · 
speech~s 'plus the 6' !:n:f'ormal. speeches"and •:bhe. 6 appearances. in·:the 
mass media i:rf N~ ¥~; Philadelphia Wisconsi:nt' Seattle', Utah·.· plus.:~ a 
Yi_d_eo tape-'·made for· an Af'ro"":Anlerican studies class on Marx·''a.hd~'the 
BriiO'It World. · · · · · 

· · 'What I will :·there'f'ore •do is. single ·out thr~e '!firsts" that 
have a dir~ct e:f':f'ect. on tlie ··organization, and leave all': the .res:t; of 
the preser.~tiition 'and discussibn· for ·.Olfa to record. as· :the•:minutes you 
will receive next week, 

,..·'·!:,< .· .. ; :>-~"1 .··· ;,!·:·. ·d; !:·.·.· . .;~- · .• : 
,. :-: ., .. !l'he:-.c:tirst· and .last:; meetings. were singled.' out ··because;, they 

go · to.:the·~·Yery·~roots: of Marxist...-Hilmanism.c tn the u :s. , ·;the :f'ir.st;· :in .. 
We st::·virg:f:riiat••~ecause-• that • s·1Yihere : everythitng be~an. to' change- .ab- · 
jecti:vely . and. subjectively· in.<J:9~01 the-.•lasti c:the joint .msetin{po:f' .' ... 
the .. Bay·•.Area and L;:A.,::·locals;·:: because organhationally, .!not ·as· of. .. · 
l9SO:but~as J.98),d .. t: will·.·have'l::the ·-I!:I'eatestd:mpact :on :·the_~o~k.:bt~."tw!i!.~n 
ne~w·'and Conventioil,''"l~m refelfliine:··:to the :fao:t!:.:that this.·is' .. the: first 

"':time ever tlui.t a; sum.;.up. meetil:ll#!'o •:restricte.d-:'D!e>re·~or less·:.to .m.embers 
\.and 'not :adverti'sed; r brought·-o'i.tt more than,·SG:·-.;j' some .coming all :.the·· 

way •from SaiPDiego ''.MfiF Santa Barbara· (and Jin ,from Ch:l:c!l'{!'o· .. also• · dto~ 
ped:.:in'); ,,; !l'he· West· ~ire;inia· mee:ting was repor:tied · on by•.:Andy:, some. t11De 
ago;·< but . it'"is . only. ·w:tlen .. you . see ··the process ·of· what··'i t·.resu~ :ted in : ' 
by'·tl'le:'-ti:me.tthe,~:tour-•imded; that yO'U··recognize :its ramitic~'!lfd;i;ls·. -.o;.: 
whether:"l;hat· is from: my :speech~ itself',. which began· -with· Marx ·;p-eg!!,rding 
J'olin .Brown•.s attack on Harper•·s .Ferry. a wor.J:~-shakirig '·event that.>would · 
result•'in·.nothing 'l.&ss··:,than::the Civill.War in:··the.-u·.s •. ·andithe est.a'li..;_ ! 
Hshment of.?th.ii-:First .workingmen's Internati~H:ial1 'and···then~relsted: i 
what happened 90· years after. 0.:i~e.the originst~of' Marxist--Humanism·in~the 1 
General Miners• str.ike .. ,., ....... , !)r_.whether that is from the f·ac.t. 'tbi>.:l! .... : . . I' 
actual. partipipants:. in .. that •Strikebwere :in th:e ·:audience .itself in .. · ... · .. ' 
West·:·vir,inla. •' ... : i, ... _,_. ,., .. ,_ .. · •. · : .. , · ·I:;.- .. ··:'·:· .· . ".·· 

~:: "':t:. :::···~ · • ••. ·~: ., ',".~! .. .... ·.· ',,• .... ·. 0 ·'·:·.::1 .. , ... , .. :· .... : .. 
-·· : · ·' !l'be: process. continued·: on;:'wbati.seemed a ver.y di:ffereo'!0 .... +9.Y!!;!. ... 

when, .in· .New.: York,·::the !l'aliilment,,L:!ifirary ,.7.wla!aM·hae the m:!iqro:f'ilm: o:t.': .. 
. all: o:r .. our.:, documents ·>since·.11.94l~· ·;asked J·:llor.~.art":'lnterview :with· me ·.in 
order to'"eutablish•.liotn·'lfiy activity-•in that1Gendrill•Strike and ·· 
wbat o1 t mean'!; -i:n·..-the, ac.:tual.:labor: strugfrlei,.ih the' u. S• It is at this 
·poir1t· .tha.t'a ·new iJ.:l~~~ation was; thrown·.bo:t:h:l'on .th~ unrecorded· labqr 
struggle ~.that ·lett ~ "Marxist.,.HumaniSIIl' s: l'leW·tf!-lol!ial cate!Qry o:f'"the· . 
age :;as a:·mo.verilent:"frolil• practice?,. 'that ·!.1!1 'itself .. -a• :f'<lrm•:·o:fl.:thEiory; .11.)!! 
.2!! our sub~ec:tive., :.historic" contribution· in ths:t strti~gle, But 'the · .. · 
climax: toz.i t~all-:•occtll'red ·at: :the very· last meeting. in .L.A • .-. when the . 
two '·who Md P8l'ti:cipated wi thLAndY'-'in. ·that 'JS't!rili:e .-!\-'-' ·Raymand .. and. . 
'Frank ~ ... ~.poured•ffor.tfi .their remembrances, ·bdth as: to :the actlial:-~even'l;s 
and the totally:.d!ffe"!'ent organizational:: a1!t:l:tudes between.;oilllselvea•· 

· the SWP, the WP and the emerging differences between myself and CLR 
· =:•James~. -'· .. k;· :-·~·:·.-;~. ~ ;--.~- .. ·; · .· ··::. : •· · · . i ·• 

.. ~:,,~'l: ........ ,• o;o,.• 1.,'c .... ,· •," .:.•.• :-.·:.·• ,,; ·>'•:: 1 ·."f; ·:1·. · •:·~.~' ' .... ~ 
, "· · :· :·it is o:f' ·the essence both as objef3tive, crucial: .labor.·. · 

struQ:le:•·in.the U·iS.• and ;as subjec.ti:ve~ ... -· not as "personal!.' but as.·. 
· ".·;.:~ ~ ··•· '$-· ._,_ : ·,. ·.~ ... ; •. ·.: ~- · .· t: "'1 , .•n. ::.": ;," •-., •:. l • : •• ,;: ._, •• ,. • • . '' 

-~- ----·. 

15510 
... '.'M;.,..~ 



-2-

ideological.--~manifestation, or as we have often expressed ita 
when a movement that is itself a form of theory is born hisotrically, 
that is .the· challenge to the theoretician to develop 'to the point of'· 
philosoP.tY.• . Let. me put i:t.:ano.ther way, Whereas previously we have 
correctl:y·, philo'sch:ihically, ··eataliUshed ~!arxis·t:.:Jii.unanlsrii' s begi11ning 
not .. just when we ·organizationsD.y ·became News and Letters Comniittees· 
in •1955, but in the 1953 breakthrou~h on the Absolute Idea, six weeks 
before· the ·Outbreak of' the East German Revel t -- IT NOW BECOMES CLEAR 
THAT THAT MOVEMENT FROf:i PRACTICE WAS' NOT ONLY 'IN· PRACTICE BUT IN OUR 
THE0RETICAL ATTITUDE TO IT Al\'D :THAT IS WHAT I.ED TO THE BREAKTHROUGH. 
ON THE ABSOLUTE IDEA. . 

. :IT IS ··THEREFORE .. CRUCIAL· TO HAVE A PAMPHLET ON THAT STRIKE 
.Am2 SHOW ITS INSEPARABILITY FROM OUR OWN CONTRIBUTION, This ·was the 
. .first motion put to the· REB, which voted :for l t unanimously, 

The second ":first" occurred in Chicago, on the one hand, 
this··was .. the greatest of·all the organization's results on "Have 
Thumb.· Will Travel," and came about when Chicago· reRched out to 
get lectures in Iowa; Wisconsin and Urbana. On the other hand, the 
Chicago local, as a local, had no outsiders nresent at its sum-up, 
The. one who did most to get. the cut-of-town lectures was David Park, 

·It is he··:who showed so. {!'r.eat a sense of organization that not. only 
· were the ·lectures obtained, but the follow-through in. each place be-
. gan ol'i .the· spot,* "':;ll'thermore, when l[. explained to him that our ori:gi­
.. nal aim to have Chicago become a true sub-center envisioned· also con.; 

. I 

tact with .Denver, ·where, in the 1960s ·1\Jary Hamil ton organized both a 
·great meeting with Blacks and one on the university·.campus that was·. 

'' informal; he thought he could make such a trip ·.sometime before the f. 
convention, · ... · 

.. ··· The third "first" includes Black American .intellectuals, 
the Black Consciousness Movement of Africa, :Slack West Indian intel­
lectuals, and the new introduction to ACOT. For the first time in 
many years, .. we have ·an important Black dimension to our s:ympa .. 
thizers (important that is, ·.not as'members but as sympathizers)r in• 

· deed:. I spoke on four Afro-American platforms, one :Slack radio station, 
and ·,, · it ia .. clear that there are several Black intellectuals who ·. · 

·consider. a·continuing dialogue with me imPortant and may also review 
. the·book, .· In an'important sense, this also gives·a new illumina-· 

tion.to my participation in the Third Wol:'ld Women's Conference and 
actual relations·around Marxist-Humanism both with Iranian·and Iraqui 
dissidents, All of this plus the letters awaiting me on my return · 
from. Lou, .Diane, ·.Tommie and Susie .as contributions to the new ·In~o­
di.Zition I will write for ACOT, which will have, as. focus, the latest 

.· pilr~li.ph' on Black dimension I have added to RLWLKlv;, means that I 
· .will need· at least a week before I can· comment on them, · 

·.. . . Finally, there is the importance of the international. trips 1 . 

.. ··, . ,,three of which are now ongoing, but on which we cannot draw any con- \ 
· · elusions until the travelers return. What···I· did not report to the 

·. RBB, becauaa:it cannot take·e:ffaot until July·, is. the very new phe­
nomenon of having a woman as co-author of the internatior.al column 



( 

"J" 

' 
"Our Life and Times," Peter Mallory has been anxious to cede his 
co"authorship, as he did his original membership in the REB, to a 
younger comrade, But until my trip to California I did not finalize 
Mary's agreement to accept the additional task of being that co" 
author, 

You also need to congratulate Peter, who has made the most 
original contribution on the Ethnological Notebooks, and thus opened 
the entire question of our challenge to post"Marx Marxism to a new 
audience, As soon as his essay is printed in the outside journal 
that has accepted it, we will reprint it as a pamphlet of our own, 
so that this crucial challenge becomes the focal point for develop­
ing the discussion around Chapter 12 of~sa Luxemburg, Women's Li­
beration and Marx's PhilosophY of Revolution, 

You will receive the 
report of the last week of the tour "- that is, the lectures at 
Santa Barbara, San Diego, UCLA and Cal State -- directly from Peter, 

Clearly, this exhaustive but also. most challenging trip 
around the trilogy of revolution has so many new vantage points from 
which to jump off and develop the preparations for our Coi"At.ilutional ... 
Convention, ·that it must be seen as the preparatory stage ~or our 
Perspgotives, not only for-the American revolution but for the global 

. ··. direction. · 

Yours, 

RAYA 

"* This· was also· tr;.:a in Salt Lake City, where, though we have only 
·one member, Ted, the pulilic meeting was so successful that, on the·· ..... · · ·' 
spot,· we found there were· f'ive minimum who felt close enough to want 
to meet with us to plan for a study group -- and some of whom are .. · . ' 
thinking of an even closer organizational commitment, Indeed, both . .· (. 

, on the mass media exposure ··and':'tlle 'new type of sympathizers, ext~~~~:.·:·~:-:::-·' 
ing from a m~1sician to an important anthropologist (whose new book · · · ··•· 

. Mike will b~i~ reviewing), we have a very new type of foundation to 
.build on, Indeed, we may even have live entertainment at our Con­
venti.on party. 



:.::-

~· Ii'llTES 0"' REF LF.F.TH'G, r .W 4, 1"83 
Present: All but Denbv, ill: Diane as sitter-in 

Agen~a: .I'- Sum-Up.o:f' Tour as Ground :f'or Constitutional Convention; II- c;a. \•! . 

I- Rays said that although this was a one-point agenda, it was the 
second part of the title -- as ground !or the coming Convention -­
that.compelle~ her·to ljlingle out.of the 46 formal speeches, 6 infor­
mal speeches, 6 ap'Pea!L'snceii on mass media and one on video-tap,e, and 
all· the.~~a~ of this tour, only the main points that are new and mostt 
impor.tant ill .. terms of the impact on our oim convention. The letter 
to the ·locals of· Mav res.enta · the thrust of Ra a's r.e ort' to· the. 
F,D, and·is o be cons dere par ~! ~~ese minutes, All tat nee a to 
be recorded here are the proposals acted upon: Thus, singling.out 
the yery first· and the very last o! all the meetings as the two '·bast• 
was .becau·s·e the first, in keat: Virginia, enables us to see the process 
of what. flowed· from that 11i'eturn" to· our roots in American labor by 
;the time· the tour was over; and the last, the sum-up on r.:ay l .on the 
!!eat Coast; transcended· the gap that baa. always confronted us· between 
the su.ccesatul campus lectures and •our own organizational meetings. 
(Raya indicated what might be added to the Constitution i! we do have 
a pamphlet, at the end of para·.4, which ·Would show the inseparability 
in a very· -concrete· way o:f' philosophy and organizati.on.). .To. work out 
such a pam~let was the first motion put to the RED -- and Raya will 
meet with .ll:ndy to discuss it in full •. 

't 

She also discussed Urbana more fully,. stressing the 
importance .. of·-the...se:veral·platforma she had been given ... duririg. this . 
tour by Afro-American departments as well as thi a Thi·rd World ·women 1 a 

.9onference, ·The hour preseritation at Urbana is now being transcribed 
·~~d will 'be included in their publication of all the papers from that 

. mee.ting.. • ............... · . ., ......... ,~·~ . 
.,.,, ...•.•. ,." · . · Raya .. ala'o developed in more deta.il the several .Black intellec-

tuals' from .~:nn Arbor to ~!aahi:ngton, .D,C. to Santa Barbara and Loa An­
geles, who are interested in the whole develot>ment o:f' RD'a work on 'the 
Black dimerision, including the differences with CLRJ -- which, indeed, 
was one o~ ~h~ questions explored in the video interview as well as 
the in-person 'dis·cussions around attitudes to the ·aarvey movement, The . 

.. intervi·ew for the :Black radio stations is also an important breakthrough 
during this tour, and points up the variety and scope o:f' the rr.edia coverage, 

Indeed, it was felt that· each local where interviews were 
taped should attempt to get a copy of those tapes for our own future 
use. And riot all the interviewers were sympathetic to our views -­
which served to sharpen thm and heighten the interest. This sharpec­
i~got our.dit.te:~:e:noes with others is exactly what will· bot'! gain us 

··:new .t:~:ie:nds a:nd ·members! and separate those who do not accept our vecy 
concrete cliall,ense to a 1 post-!.~arx Marxists. 
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~ said it was 
important to make clear that while she had indica.tea the new develop­
m~nts may lead to-viewing Chicago as Certer, that is not the concen­
tration at this Convention, Seeing the oossibili ty .or<reveloping 
Ohicago as is the concentratior. we are concern·ed about, 
·atid what'·is in the concr<tte mohons be:fore us. k . 

,::'-'·. 
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