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SUMMARY OF EXPANDED REB MEETING, Ay 2, 1982

-~

ILT -° RAYA'S'REPORT vas entitled:

Under the 'rfnip of thé.‘Ununter-Revdlution: ‘MOMENTOUS 'WORLD-HISI'ORIC EVENTS
T FIRUCGLE TO_FIWh REVOLUTTONARY PHILOSOPHTC FXPRESSION ,
. - ‘ _ "Our ¢Poch 16 a birth-time, and
) o . @ perled of trensition...,.”

. ' _ . -=- Hegel

- - - B

Todey's ‘Task enid the Intermergings ‘of the fhree Books - larxism.
" and Freedom,  Fhilosophy dnd Revolution, Rosa Luzemburg, Wowen's
;o Ziberation and Marx (s Philosophy of Revolution —e with the
" ObJective Situation . C

i B . '
i

‘I we ‘should cohsider only the'two weeks Just_peist,the whip of the

comter-revolution would, Seem-overvhelming, = We fice tho nev reallty in Polana,
Tacls annexation of th; n Héights, and Begin'e taking full edvantage or

' ' ' he flirts with a shift in

is deep’ in the mire with Russia on Foland R

Lnues. 1ts gendcidal actions in'E1 Salvador,'angd' intensifies the retrogressions
reton-all fronts - from dgbor to race to women's liberstiorn t0 endless nuclear
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. At the same time, we muet not forget the 18 months of revoluticnary achisve-
ments in Poland, but mist keep the highest developments before us. The Polish
resistance o3 it struggles:underground to £ind re?ol.uti\:nsry philosophic expression
st have aa gneat solidaritv from us as the physical solidarity. - ‘

' In this ight, it is
clear the’diserrd in the left camot be disregardsd. While thousands of revolut-

- 4fonaries were ‘executed in Iran Trotskyists dared to still whitewash Khomeini and
‘praise his "anti-imperislism" and eall the: Mujahedeen "CIA-supported Test", And
wkat 18 most horrifying of the counter-revolution in Poland Is that it comes
from wiihin; thereby sirescing thattbere ip nothing worse than ptate-cspitelism,
natlonal sta.ta-capita.lism, militarized, which in proving that the greatest enemy
e alvays et home, . Hor is the Muslinm religion tha only reectibn cn the scene;

“he- fetholic Churck in Poland has helped state-capltelisi establish dtself. The
 abeoluts opposite is the ravolu‘l‘ioﬁa.ry Vision, Hld.le g1l thesa whips of cqunter-

B volution, abroed and at home, melte our $ask ~="the trmfomtion of réality ~=-
Eposaibla Tor'a swall group 1ike ours, .'we know '-heve” are  milliong “Ebe world
cver’ sh:ugg:l...ng for exactl;x what‘ '-'e m for, and aearching fob ) phi.-.neophiﬂ ex-
preaa:l one "

s Ik A 'because that 18 eo tﬁaﬁ wé are proposing to- la.unch fot Just, "ths :
‘book" but three bocks, ons of which'ds celebrating its own'25th anuiversary ss a
‘14ving panner that initiated the link with Ma.rx's Marxism précisely at tle moment

" when' 'l;he movement from practice discovered it,, * Here I wish to limlt wmyeelf, for

- ‘the mment, to what was echicved.in’the latest work, RL,WL ; KM, by sceing the

* “plirase "posteMark Marxists" not as chronology but as. ..a.'begory, which bégen with
¥ngals, his clossst collaboratos’ when Marx ves still alive ~- indeed, before .

© Marzdsm, difself, was a "totality." The rew continent of thought and of revos
- lukion was discovered because 6% the very profound intermerging of the Ingividual
© ond-the Universal. Tha® kind of: intermerging 1s not easys 1t is the key to the
new edditions that were made to'Part ITI ahd called ™A 19808 View". ' It is what
I want %o ca.rry through today, objectively and subjectively, _beginnins Wi‘bb
'Pomnda ’ b

‘qII-Polard Revolution and Counter-Revol ubion e= and the Philosophic GC'-P- .

Everyone hds followed, breathlessly, the events in Poland.-~ the counter-
revolution and the resistance against 1t, especially in the Sﬂesian mines where
over 1000 barricaded themselves for two veeks. But we must £O6llow the. counter-
ravolution Just am precisely. 'Wad-Szwle has caught its dialectic. In the HYT
of Dec, 24, 1981 , he points out thut the declaration of martlial lew was under-
+taken because so many of the Communists let it be known they \'-rould not’ vote for
forbidding strikes that Jaruzelski withdrew that proposed legislatioh and de-
cided on the other option open to tiem. Martianl law was declared on & weekend
because workers would not te in a position then to occupy their :f'actories. It
vas this that had not been anticipated by Solidaruose, The erbticle also points
out how national everything is -~ the military councii calls ‘it "National Salva-
tion", not Socielism., The emphasis everywhere is on military end naticnal; ou .
Polish interests, not on the CP. That is why it is necessary to go deeper il.nto
Wwhen nationalism is not revolutionary but reactionary rile.

- More importent is to
gee why Solldarncse was so unprepared; why all eyes were on invasiomn not on the
reactionary Polish rule; why Kuron, who did go much to organize the unity of
workers and intellectuals in KOR gave it vp and began talking of the “self-
limiting revolution "; why the Church has been whitewashed as 1f it did not have
its own goale; wby the anti-Semitism 1n Poland cannot be ignored.

It is crucisl
when counter-revolution strikes, and when the revolutionary forces have to go
underground, that those forces bave a banner, a philosophy of revelution to go
underground with, And Poland must be seen in the whole world context ... 1
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lIIf- Begin'a Iarael Moves F‘urther and Further chkward to hia Reacticnary Tarror-
st ’Beginnings An the ;LBhOB ) ;

" No scoher was the world preoccul.ied with the Lounter-revolutlon 1:1 Poland
. than Begin very tiearly leeped out cf tbe hospital to ennex the Golan Helghte -
and the-focus was teken eway from Poland. The same thing happened when the

' Russian’ tanks moved into Hungary {h 1956 and Pen Gurion marched Israel's troops

to the Susz -~ &nd noyody talked of the Huhgarisn Revolution., That does not
make them twin woves. Pegin's wove today 1s without the. 8dd of Britiah erd
Freuch imperialiom; it is "all cu his own," Furthermare, "1t comes ss 8 follow-
up to all the other unilateral, neo-fasciatie moves .- beginning with the ges
stvuctidi ¢ G June 7 of the. I_,qi nuclear reaction; on July 1T the- ‘hombing of &
heavily popu_ated villdge in Iebenon. ' - I, coms without & 'woxd to. his "benefactor”
UuS, inperialism; and wasd followed by hitiing out against Reegan for the U.S,
baving voted for the UN Resolution ‘which declared his unilatevel unnekation of.
the Gdlan Helghts” "madl end void,” . This doez pot mesx that the vitrieidc .
outburst was ‘off the top of his head. Fex from it. It wag longeplanned,. Msi
aimed to raise his tervorist scts {wkichk were aimed _egainat hia.own- country-about-
to-be<born in She’ 19’409) into shate palicy. o
1t is necessm:y to atudy sve siogle
‘word of Begin' ta.tement and e;rasp. i:he %%n_s.g (I.. 15 ,printed in full in the
NYT of “Dec. 21,3962  You have b imow This mathodoliogy in order to know how
€0 muelyze 1%; The mlnute Reggen Pagan £lirting with Saudl Arabia when Crown. -
Prince Fahd amounced his plan, I begah t6 prepare en onalysis becsuse it was
-Cisar-there vaa s total change in the" s:ltua.tiou that sggumel global proportions.
I washit the only one who saw. tha.t, 80 Gid@ Begin, From thet moment on, he wvds

: wa&ting for his chancé, That e whi he rushe e in g wbeelchair ; summoned |
-Bis ‘cabinst, ‘procesded’ $o the Knesset. Thée need to stu:ly his statemen‘b is be-

cause it is there thet' he shows bz wants to esteblish thaf 1t Wes be,.apd not
Ben Gurdion, who founded Israel, It is not only, the Arebs he is' against; it 1s

. the Jews. What we are seeing wnfold now is.what Begin began working out the -

momant he got powers. .

Tha onl,v way you can see, before all .the new events even oc-
curred, what is happening &loballylor what is svout- to happen) is to prectice
dislectics every moment of our lives, to live 2% howrs a day in dialectic me'bhodo-
gy, wh:lch 1ook5 at &1l the facts both _pest and present, .

. Whether or not- there will be’Bome slight umdifica.tion of Begin's sta‘bement
and-a much greater retreat on the part of Reagan, so thai some sort of deal can
be-worked out with Israel asg ito its priwacy in fhe Middle Eagt, iz not the gques-
tioji for Markisct Humanists. What 1s the question is that. this fanaticism, sprink-
led with so-called "fundamencalism" in religion =--'and Begin already has the
praise of Falwell =«  ig 811 an indication of the degeneracy of the capltalistic-
iwperislistic world devel ofment that threatens eivilization with total destruction.

. Take the Trenian 'Revolution which 1s néw experiencing a counter-revolut:lonm

turn,. When it first erupted it wes a breath of ZLresh air on the revolutionary
borizon; 1t meant that a. totally pew dimension was.bora in the Middlﬂ East. In~
stesd of oll, and thén Arab-Israeli ccnflict, now revolution was the determinant.
The imperialists also resd it that way, and the Arab kingdoms were shaken up es
well. Because the Shi-ites were the poor, tle mssaes, religion was disregazded
by the Ieft, as if it would be overcoms by the revolution itself. Instead, it was
religion in its most retrogressive, fuidamentalist form, which conguered the power,
is destroying the revolution, and hos become one more prop in the US-Russian riyal-
ry for totel world domination.: ’

Or consider a knowledgeable revolutionary like Fred
Hallidey who writes in an igsve of Merip Reports on the "Arc of Crisis" and yet
is so immersed in gecpolitics instesd of a philosophy of revolution.that he ace

cepts 19‘78 as the "turning point" -='focusing on the Cuban and Soviet help to - 15 328
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Ethiopia in 1278,

/ insteed of 1979 and the Iranian Revelution. i o a.ll that was ‘peeded was to expose
1mper:lnlism'a gloual reach in the Middle Fast, we vowld p-ova it with 1947 and
the Pruman Doctrine, which was intended to guaranfee no revclutions in the post-
war world; or-with 1957 and Efsenhower and the Buez crisis. ' Butthet is not what
is needed. Vhat 16 needed ‘1s to understand how ‘the wurld changed in 1979, end
how that Iranien Revolution fell wider the gri'p of the coun‘ber-erevulution frem
ﬂifhm.

IV “Beck to thn Task for 198&- 'rhe Intermerging of tha.!‘hree Bonksi 'uith the
- Obaectiva Bituation ‘ IR ._‘ o

We 'have gcma todny mto greater detuil on the o‘biecti\m sitxmtion than we
genvrally do at REB meetings, expended or otherwise, since always there are tco
meny practicel sctivities to map out. Bubt it wse necesbary because the truth is
that ~- if we succeeded with projecting end selling our three books for a full
yesr; and if that led to a significant growth in membership to prove we could
execiute - :I.t, and deserved 1t; and Af both our Youth work and ovr WL work meant
autonomous uutpowinga and if we "Teslly had e sound financial p.lctm.'e - thr‘n,
the- truth 5.5 I repea{., that N&.L should reau,y' become 8’ bi—weekly :

: Insteaﬂ of being a.b.l.e to deu.l with & qﬁestion nke tha.'b, mmver, vn m:l.s'b
‘edmit that it e impoesible 46 -consider such;a goal' today;" because wa- Hiily do’
ot yet fulJy appreciate owrselves. . We have to learn‘such elepentary. things' as
.. camapajerie and patieace. . Hiretofore,we have stressed Hygel's attacks on: the -
" Premantics! for: trying to ga% to-the Absoluté like & ebot out of the pistol;
. wi‘i'.h his stetement that "Impatience asks foi the impossibla, and wants to'resch
tho -goal without the mesns of getting there," . (FPhenome %, De S0) - We-ddd: ,

nét, .on the otker hand, stress the corollary of Bagel's praise for "patience”

. Bince that, .politically, surely looks reformist 1f pot outright’counter-reévelu-
ticnury, forgetting that patience 1s the exact, precise, philosophic: term:foi-
the hard lavwor of the negative.  Indeed, the word sesme miesing when we quote
Begel. (p. BL) un "the seriousness, the guffering, Lhe patience; and +the labor
of the nega:l'iVe as the on!:f way to reach th.. free .flow oL‘ the dialect:.cif

we’
dive into tb.ose pages 90-91 ve find vwhat followed h:ls a.ttack on imps tience
_and praiee of patience: "..J becanse ths vniversal mind at work in the world
hes hed the patience to go through these forms in the long stretch of time's
extent, and. td take upon itself the prodigious lebor of the world's history,
whkere it bodled forth in ench form the entire content of 1tself, as esch 18
cepsble of presenting it." !
The pivot and goal of all wat this:"l“or the real sub-
Ject matter is not exhausted in thé purpose but in working the matter- ou:b, ‘nor
is the mere, result attained +the concrete whole itself y ‘but tha result e.'l.ong
-with the procéss of arriving at :H‘.." (p. 69)

You will now be ge‘bting, BE & tota.l 15y rather than in the form of 1ndiv1-
dual letters on individunl additicns, the charges or rather expeausions made in
Part, 111, * They sre to be studied carefully, and not in icolation from our con~
crete organizational responsibilities. Thus, such e simple’ mattér es who will
take over Diene's work next year as technical-philosophic asaiamt for the -
Center is not "simple" begeuse' it 3s not “echnical." It ls not .only.a question
of our never considering that only women and net men can be "secretaries", but
the choice of Jim to take over that work involves Jim's secing the organizetion
as a totality end not only generational, not only “youth oriented" but globally
orisnted, At the same time it means asking Peter 4o become more center-oriented
in terms of carrying on some cf the national correspondence around the Youth,
and some of the internmational correspondence as well, as the youth assume a true
global importance 4n the world-wide anti-nuelear movement. 15329
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o+ .dust as there ig something new in the, Youth work (and Ruspéll has done
ﬁ:a(gni.ﬂ..cent;;ly singce he took the campus work sericusly) s We ore seeing something
new gleo in the Black -dimensien ond with Labor -« angd especlelly no in L o5 .

rAngeles. And ve ‘haysr reacheq somathing new,with velations in Tatin America, as,
witness Anne',s-su.ccessm trip. Abtove all, hovever, ds the. right here. and rncw.
From now. to Labor Day will be owr. testing pericd for what we will reach vith.
the three beoks and the Archives, ' Co

Methodology is not Just Tor books or esfays but
it Adg the; dfelectics both of liberation and: of though%. we
evente without ever LYorgetting it 45 ag )
ion of thought, Self-deval-
others.” The 1itmms .
- -Soying the Individual 4g 11:5epa;-e.ble'
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IN HER SUMMATION, RAYA said she wanted to 1imit hergelfl to tw. things: 1)The
the three books; and 2) the intermerging of the three with the
vbjective situation. Taka: each work-in relationship to the cbjective s;j:.uation at
the time it wes published. In 1956, we had East Burope revelt,: and -Automation --
and we 3idntt separate them. The esscnce +o us wes o T£ind the American rocts of
Macxism as evidencd in Aboltionism &nd the Black dimension ~-- but just eo Abolltion-
1sm meant & new divension to the buman character, 5o Huzianids vas seen as o world

aspect.

intérmergings of-

| Now:.take PeR =--on the face of it.the crucial year was 1969, which ve
sald wes oot 1968, Bu-that didn/t mean. %hat.ths revolution was ended -- 3% -
meant there had to be (and thereiwss) e nev passion-for-philosophy. . ‘st 1974
brought, the world was-what.I havo €alled-se new type of revolution -« Just consider -
that it was Portugal.that broughtiout apartidarismo émd that- it was the women who
raiged that... - - - . T L A . .
Tn PR we took up 21l of Hegel -- ncbody hod done- that in this way lLe-
Lora. . And "the shock-was that nsbody -~ sbsolutely NOBODY =~ had ever: made & cate
gory of the-last three paragrapba :(#54 to'5T)e . e ' .o
P T PR We have.to be‘sble to take .up-things
aven. when they even't .tbere. I mean.that-there is.uo:discussion of-Wlin MEF —=:-
tbere wag-no WIM then. -Bub I had developed womsn 88 6.1mew category way back in
tha post-war worid, How.do.you.express thot when there is no ‘movement?. Look at .
Yhat MAF does with the milkmsids vhe wers -the firet.oues on'the streets in Poris.
You bave to be able to.take that and.show-how end why women were made into a -
category, - ..o T o0t P T T .
‘ -+ The danger-with-the new book ineofar 8s Iuxemburg-is concerned is that
some will tend. to eppreciate what they learh there sis Just néw.rects that they

. -, .
e wR .

éidn't lmow Yefore. . We have to be eble to-show. why these -"Pacts" were found,’ Look
at Fenthesiles =« Tuxemburg dldn't know why sha took that story up. that is 1t we
are saying ‘about that? And-how could we find.all these things nobody ever noticed -
before? = ., @ T A T . .
* 1£'we see &l1 ‘three books s one, we will-be shle to show the intermergings.

S . I vant to sey somathing about what Erica reised 'on Amnesty Internationel.
They bave quite & historys One of the best things they did was to point the finger
ot Carter right here et home end his treetmont of the Blacks. They do their Best
work 4n.Britain w--which is where the CND is elsc greatest.(Reya developed some of
the experiences we bave had with these activistsl) We bave to.know some of this
history to see hov, importont this work cea be; end the uwany ways we have to.know
how to present Marxist-Humanisme- ™~ .- . . Tl S L

S e We also have to take up, in wlationship to "post-Marx -
Marxisis" whet Vera Zasulitch did when she got Marx's answer, o her letter. It
wasn't the ancwer che wented, so sho. just put it.away. What does that mean in- terms
of eppreciation.of the Self-Thinking Idea? . It is every bit as lmportast as the
dialectics of liberation itself. If you have that kind of appreciation, you will .
keep digging and.come up with & whole nescategory.

S T . L. . There is nothing more’ important
than being able to listen, and 0 ceteh when something new appears. It wasn't easy
in 1953, but by now it is nct foo herd to catch “movemsnt. from practice,” - But the'"
1ittle phrase that is important and that nobody has but s 18 "... thet 1s itself .
a Tora of "theory.?'_..-- Who ever thought anything. of Sojourner Truth's expression o
about "shokt-minded" men?. Douglass was the intellectual, the editor of the peper,
her leader.But’®Y expression "short-minded men" was & tremendous revclutionary - -
theory that he could not see. -Tell that to anybody who says; first.we have to
get this (then it was the wvote for. Black men), and then we will do thdat (pey at-
tention to the women). ‘There is no stagifying posalible if we are ever 0 creste
that totally new soclety. . - .

. Angd, vhat are.all thése three. booke in relationship to
finances? They are not a "trilogy” because it is not an intellectusl endeavor we
are telking ebout. Each one responded to o particular situation end to the Self-
Thinking Iden, Please rereed the. first Preface %o M&F, where.1 eay that no theore-
tician can write out of his own head -~ it has to be the whole movement. It is. -
because it is a whole movement, thet we do not have to despair totally at one more
counter-revolution. We can see we are laying.the ground for new revolutions ‘yet'

to come. . L. 15331
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