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llarcll 2, 1979 

. Dear Mii<iliU Vitidnl 

11'011 tlla.t I hil.ve read yoU>: wo:!t1 nov that we he.va roo.ahod the month of March 
and 1n AprU you hope to have 1110:1:0 froa time, !ll'b&I>B we can gat down to the. 
Vrtrlf C!t'1101al. :pe:r:iod 1n na.=•.a lli9 whea:6 we would have to face the fa.ot, the totAl. 
im~ o:i' ths 1'a.ot th&t Ji)!,gela was no Mime, 

I'm BUt'8 the.t, though ;you a.lwa,ys tslk of 11arx "and Ebgeln", yuu &:o.IQ.'Ofound
ly ai!Z.1Ie .ot the 1'a.ot the.t :l.t Just isn't txue, This :1.~ llG almple JUSttc of X'to1'lls1ng 
to ar..U.t>l!ingels eithex: with a.U ll!e grea.t a.ocomplll'llmumte en: with tr,ying to .die• 
a&eoofa.to him :O:an M&rx, 1n the ~ ~ 1n wb1ah td.the:: ~ill a.cadCII'cliJ or 
Fn:loh 1ntellGotua.l ~ (be i.t GcMI.iar, imo ·f;oo eu:r;>er;eoia.1l;• epeall:a a.ilOUt 
"wh&t is living and wba.t is dead in !!a=" 1 ~ ~-tro. ·::.he axi8te:l'dAl.1et, lfh<) 11J<ea 
Ollllpt'f,1. '!lf&Gt~ genooallmtiona llUah as "thll grlllltosli er.rrn: 'n Mtl.rx'e life '111.8 
~~ !ogfllsJ hl!.ve dane it. J!atl:o.&-, tb1a id a conirontati'11l with ~ M4 !!hat 
lie hi!.IS to 'f1AY to ua ~:V. · . 

I oert&inl3' lilte, and 189.l:llfld C:IOJlll~bly !l:<u:l, your book, >l 

'lh9 v~'Utlo u·both jlb1lms0llb1c:all.Y end h1ntorl~ one Vrt1!1f <Ui'tll<lSlt laval 
the.n·1ro-.&s llke'JeiBder~e"JWAtio Hod& ~ Pr.o!uot~·. And ynu. ~ didu.'t ~ 
l!hgSls juat. tar tha llllke ot sxaclng him b;r k9op1Dg lattar:is 1n which 1-.o ahol!od that 
Nm''had tilld ~ about ~. · but the.t he ~WS ~too busyw a.t the time to p!q· attan• 
t1C!ftf':t'1;,:,m··Pibl1~ Vi!lll; J.nd .. I dQ .. I!Ot bsli&Vfo tlla.t )'Oil t~.tjlat it's ~~a.~~&tt<lli 
o;t'·th• Aeiat1o mode of produqtiQ!l, · 11.\re!li£ :l.t wm:e for no othGI!:' :ri1Bl5011. thlll Jloril!Ul'B 
worl:'l\1111 notlling to do llith the Aailit:I.O modo ot p!."()dunt:l.on, · Vo ,are :lack .wit!IU 
Ainerioo.~'.with ~~~ truly Mtive '!mm:ina.nil, :CI:ola a ~ ~m."'JJlt h!~toll'i~ ver:l.od, 
and f,hl.tJ. Origin Of aooi&ty, lrl.th.1ta ~ea.t.er ~~qua.llt,y not !Hl-~ .for women bl.lt for 
liuma.iU:ty i ~ ~ paea,na ~ j;o:a1,s~ lll'lgela &.Q ta l:l!!oke uu tbillk. that we :had 
p1u~~ no~ mon to c!6 bl.~ .. to s.M. ~~logy to pri!.li~vu C!OWIWl.~ 11:14 we 
would_liiLY!f:t.he ne,r aool.et;v. ·~~ . .;e~ ;;a.en't !m:x'e vielf, Indee.d.,in hta.. 
l&tte!: t9. ~~. much lie h!J -~ieee r~·· diacovmee !llld: ~ J.t!.,.·rusort 
-o~a~i•.l\e.goBII 1fA3' out Of his wa:r to ostreae that th6 etvd,v ~ ?60v-t.;. 
~r~~·. -- :. . ..... ·. .. . · ... 

SO 11ba.~ lll1o8 it? 1/ha.~bit YAJ:x .110 SDL'If? .llbllt 'I£S.t.lla ~~~.'>r 
relate. to hie.v~ ~ h1l!lllin181. fiz:it.ings when he ll!CIIIdaa.dea.lt 
fun~.tal )!.1!11/V~ :a:~i::lo nllh:l.p, but ~e :fivo I!IOIUioa and .just 
property llWI.t>.':US e.at? Wa.s it ~ junt the betwaan 
properlY.? . 'l'llil;~•l5 imposeiiilo~ . In .the vm:y :t'i:a:ot he 
Mea. thl;t just. il. 'IBUbetitllUcn .0:: oolloot1ve for 
forenca·.. It's 1n 'tlu)sa ~;w.:.lll'itlngs tht.t he 
"of tb1e mediation" (i,e, OOIJII:llna.l' 
p:a:esuppoaiticn; doee there arise 
And the ":ci:om itself" is, of l!l.bor, You knOif the.t 
even 1n the Grundrlsse,(where the pr.e-oa.pita.list fCI:cns, sspe~ Asia.t:l.a mode of 
production, is CEntre.l) eo :fl!.1: a.s I we.a oouoa:a:ned I singled l)ut1 not only tha 
Aeia.tio modo of production, but the"a.beolute movement of beoom:l.ngo;r;-

'l'he key evoryllher.e is second. naga.tivity, so ~ I ask you tllO questions? 
Why 1n it that I have seen no :a:aforence in yrnn: work to Lenjn1s "Abstmot of &gel's 
Soielioe ot Logl.o"? And !I~ I did eee a. :a:i>fOJ:ence to the CI Congrlm!Wilo wey d.l.dtt't 
I feal th&t you :t:a1d. the g:eatest e.ttaution to ·l;ho Seooncl. ai Oong:a:ess where Lenin 

*The Orion~ in the l'hilosophic-Hl.sotric Ccnception of Harx and Engels (rd wrote this in 
by hand in Russian) 
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f!:at posed the qUeatimu U not via llerlln, ]1111'11apa vi& Pekin!!'l 'l:hOB!' tKo Korlal of 
IM>in ID!Io1 not. seem to be :r.elat.ed, aert&1nly th..re ill n~ !n hia P<IUoi!IOl'hio 
II tebooka 1dtiob :.:elll.t<>e to P~ oonc=ote otbar t.ha:1 l:da :referenoa to C.. 'IIi tel, 
Af!d, - llo:r& olmi:Ain 1a 1t tlat. i!l thai> year, 19141 the las t th1r..g ha \IOUiA ho.ve 
t.h~ught of wuuld h!!.ve b&8D that Ka !n Buallia a.re ~ s;II'Qeaa.tvJ., and ll!neG the · 
Rwssian Revolut.ioo did.n't get extended to Qe:rma.ny, lot's the Orient, li8'1\U't.h&l..as, 
&eything £a Seo1eive M a. brook in .one'" wltols method of - and Lenin 0«1.'-
ta.!nly 'll2:0ke with bin own VlllSIJ: ma.t~n:ia.lism :>.s l!XI!:OOS<_I<! 
~tt§illm - :aigll1f1ed abo the &peol...<'ios., and th11 !;'1=~~:1~~~ 
waa · e l!!multa.'!tsit:t: of the collapo!a of the lle<lOllll 1J out~ · 
wa.'t', and no eet&blil!hed Marxism an;ywt:!n'8, ArrA it.'e ..U very clee.r !n th~ t1IWY dalAtea 
on n&tio.aal. seJ.i'-detemin&Uon, when bo DOll 1nsiaf.s ths.t seli'~tL>n ilm't. 
jul!t a. ";?rlno1rlou but both tha baol.llua far p:~l...t.a.rll;.u ra>;>lution, and the aotu3l 
lee.p &.lead, ADd it'o; tba.t questiou of na.t1oMJ. ille.li'oodot.cn:lilila.tioc Kh1oh ba iw!iats 
r!liiiiLiM a. t.xutb 'tba.t the RuasiAn ~llllilr.:s JIIUSt lll<eoiiaa fo:U<nr. !A those 
phUosopbio 11'0 te'!looks, thw:ei'ore, what predc.;nina.t.:m 18 thio ~>px=eoia.Uon fo't' so-c3.lled 
idea.lism, tbia continuity". of :rovolution , not~ tor the gaining of :power •out 
~~. ato. eto, 

In your w01'k, llha.t I :l:&lt '11811 crl:tical(tb&t you, however, left vw:y dit· 
libamt&ly lllla.IUIWI!I.'ed) wera PP• 100 • 10,5, au p!l68 100, uhera 1f')11 apr.J< of tho 
lotte to :oa.eulitoh and you quotf: Ma.rx ae ea~.ng th&t. ~ d~ an the 
h1s~o maa.ns, I wrotet" Yes, Wtilie <b:eat Divlde is not ~oatMe 'IllS, prl.w.te 
p>;'Opertyr the ar-t Divide 1e :::datiOIUihi:.> of rewl.ution and hirJtory, Nd 1:1. this 
oa.:>.e world ~tion, not ~t !ll.usa5.a 'JUt lilJrOpe• not. Just &u:ope but AaitJ.1 the 
globe, u And. on P• lo4, where you ~ about the 1ll>r.k1r18 out at tba 0CJiat1Pt. 
being left incompletad b1 MtLrx, and. t-bat the important ta.!lk :eoained to !!'agelo, 
I wrotct"And tba.t1a oxaotly wha.t wae lr:to:ng, &llgel.a 11M 111>, Na.:>eo" h'IIIJkl;Y1 I 
don't belisva tha.t Marx left tba.t wo:rk for J!Mels, H~ diad jwlt four =ontha ll.fter 
he oomp.l.eted bill Notebooks, Nld it'a a. ta.elt Gf thi8 genexation, nth the adV!Il1't3ee 
of nearly a. centurr of b1nde1~t, ~ t.he whOle quosticn of nothing abort of llliD: 
l!.l!<l. daoolonis!ation, on the one ~and on the otllm: band, a. rsvol!lM.cnuy ~em011t 

whether that ata.rled in Vor!alta. in 19,53, I!UJle;a.r;y 19,56, At'rloa 1960, · 
-~~~% the Blaok iiiiVOlution in tha u,s, ,as weU aa n new f.oroe of rsvolt."tion -

Libamtion Movamant, tha't b&d better sta:o:t digging for itaelf, 
" 

May> I aJ.eo lllak you wbat you·~ about the :t'aot tba.t the nw. pz:efaoa (1881) 
to the RwsaiB.il,·ilditl.Oll of th" CC)I>rmmlst llallifeeto, wh1oh poe!ld the oueation of 
a poel.bly revolution in Eusei& and did not obang>~ ~ &lse !n "the COlmmm1at 
Kanifeeto, '111\B cba.nged by a footnote in iiiture editiolla by Jihg&ls to 2:8!14 tha.t 
th1e meant "Written• bistoJ:y had been a. bietory of olAos 11trugglee, lia2:oc b&d 
e.J.reedy read all these wcrk:l and more thaA. Jingels sot to read !!.:f't8l: Marx'a daa.th, 
M!lrx b&d a.J.rea.ey written about th1a to Zaeulltdl1 had a.l:!:..ad,y asked liP;salll to 
study it, a.nd b&d made no web conollu!1011 tba.t history ll8.lm •t al1 history of 
olase etrug&les; 

No, VI:! dea:l: MikhaU, it just isn't true t!:JiLt Fn!;al.s either ce=ied out 
~ "lesaoy•, and it .would :l.nd.eod. by fa.nte.etio if ue 't:ega.11. either juat aoadlllliClally 
or, Hhat is wome, actual.ly acting as l.f Marx's naK continent ot ~ught ia just a 
"logacy" 1nstead of a comp&l.l.1ng need fo:c us to dq1 ~1\'1-t 11111'! ·f.o be ~j for our ow 
f!'&nemtion, J· \ ~ · I' 1 -' · (__ 

Row are you? can Yoll f:l.nd. t1ne nolfl Uuder se~te cover I am se.'lding you 
my verry first (1942-46) writings on the nature ot the llusaian eoonomy, 

15150 


