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T R back when you were in the Bay Ared nnd you gave a frien §
of slnd your London ‘addresn -1 deant to write to you, - In Tact, I wants

~{0” Wrrie to you eVer wince WOMEN.” RESIEYANCE,: AMD REVOLUTION 'was pub-
14ghed, - But -the: love-hdte rolationship'with you ‘whom ‘I hava. never met
inducsd By appresintion o2 your ‘maricug historic work on ‘womsn's
1iduration ggied.”but waighted ‘down by what I considered your
supsroilious advtitude to Marx's new continant of thought and your tota
dieregeard of Hosa Luzemburg, kept me from trying to eatahlish%a rele~
tionehly betwesn us. What finglly has decided me to write toyou is
your recent interviow in Socimlist Review, where your emphasic on the
cyen~nese ofi organlsation you favor sounds duftlo{ently like my opposi

L

2ion 0 the concept of the vanguward party to lead,”*

. Iat's ses whather tou will be interasted in corrasponding
with me on the wonke~in=-prograss I am projecting on Rosa Luxamburg., -
It wan to have bean called Roga Luxembure and Todey's womeg'? ‘
L;ygigzégnsggxgggnx. rot becsuse there ie any diract eonnectlon, but

‘precisaly bacausa today's womnen liberationisgte have not shown great
‘anncern chout that great revoluticonary--very nearly all the works
en her are wrliten by men--though she has e great deal to say to us =

" todsy end not anly-on revPlution and ageinst imperielism but even

on womeh, yes., women. (Read this letter of hers to Mathilde Wurm
vhoae husband wes among ‘those who betrayed; "I sweasr to you,let me:
once get out of pricon and I shall hunt and disperse your company of
singing todds with trumpets, whips and bloodhounds--I wanted {0 say
like Penthhgilia, but than by God you are no Achillea, Iiad enough
of my Kew Year'y greeting? Then mea to it that you remain s human
being..,To be human meanr throwing one's lifz ’on the saales of
dqatfny' if need be...") -

‘ But I have had considerable difficulty with the wriging
since I disagree with a great many of her theories, especially on
+he Kational Question, and also on her most imporiant theorstical
work, Accumulation of (apital. 'The more I grappled, however with
her themis “"Tre revolution is magnificent; all else is bilge", the
deeper becams ite connectlcn with karx's Theory of Revolution, and
the minute I made that as the 3rd phrase on the book, and things
‘began to fall in place. That is to say., the boolc then becomes, in my
mind in any cess, a work on KL and WL that i3 no way separated from
what ig the burning question for all; the realizetion of Marx's
theory of ravolution for our times. If you too sea thees zubjlects -
in any such way, mey I expect to haer from you?

Yours,

*Oppoeition to the concept of the "party to lead® was the very first topic I
Pught with Tony CLLff on in 1947 when 1 was in England on way to a congress

of the Fourth International 1 had rejoined and be ing given ghe right to S
present the theory of state-capitalism. I would ne the only with that positlon S
even in that year and since Tony was working out the same theeis I had firet :
projected in 1941, I asked for his help. He refused on the hasis that my o
“elving up" the theory of vanruard party permitted no ground for our collabora- B
tion and, mereover, his thesls, which was not yet completed, would be quite
different from minem more "objective." I was then the hyphenated part of the
Johhsen-Forest Tandency, and no doubt CI#J wae censidered the great one, not
'me, In fairness to Cliff, I will add, that, though I had been working on

{the "Woman Question® for some yesrs then, I waen't In any wai relating it to
male chauviniem in_ the lovement. Iut it all came back to mind in that form

zst year when I happened to have met soms 1Sers In Oregon, and in the dis-
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cussion on the Portuguese Revolution I criticized TC's analysis which
had not go much.as bothered to montion that the very organization they .
thought most rayolutionary, PRP/BH, was headed by = woman, much less zive!
her name her personalitys-Isabel Bfo Carmor was Lt bocause che espoused

. gg%ggﬁmg? o my surprise, they answered 1y the most offhand manner

DB % weani. pothing,; Sut Tony, CALfL de the biggest male chauviniaty
Nepl : grew (.thaft-r.-ni ‘angwoped that Lf one acknowlsdged mele
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,;,-.-,pha\giiﬂm. ir our -organizationm=hews .& Letters Commitige-~he would be

expelied .alnca. the Conatitufinn of Narxist Humanists lists.that as 1 of
orily 3. xonguns for axpulwions the other 2 balng qpposition ‘to
le .and Byacl Dimansion. I welked cut, ' _
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