
gt~·g:,f;;;,:J.ie-'i·.-.·:.:.·:·::'',,.,u•~~n~ 't!O'rpsE•~. 1iJ{:~~j;;;~;;d th~.- bi.tildi11g ;i .. :~:~ .. ~.~Jr:.: d:~;;:!:~~~;~~1~~~J 
~~e :;~;;,~~!'~~·~~oke ~ith~u~k~·over :?'~ 

'oi :the .. General b'.s.ss _::;trke, it appeared· as·'.,. 
·- . . - - . . . . - · ... ,' ·'· .. ~ f 

pei'so_nal -cb&cs.·ll.se she . .-.· not only did '•.: ''·'. ' ·.:~\, ~: '! 
. . .. . · •' · .. · .I.af+ ,Which_she .. on.~.· :'bo1u. :Llt· .• ln. ·:tll 

th,~. l',at:'\'Y, she·:-~id not cree_te .a .,..., ·m-.-raction,7ru.)T:;;..usl'l!_.: !£) 
;•,:··:,,,~men 'she .. ~i~lly ~i'o in tj-;e outright rmlution o:r:l9l8. <·::t:~::}~)>:~r{~; 

·.· .·. ~~s\he ~ CP ·o:r Germany, in a ><>rd, it sti{{;-~~;.' '?TH 
-,''the' ?arty •. " . ---:. • . .--.~- ·~ i: i 

... :• And yet, nQt only' was that point n stressed, it is hardly';. ., t ' 
"' ~~~en ment~~ri~~ _~xcept ;_han Marxists ~~-e~das n~~-h~vi~~·;.:}~~:', ,·.!:,, 
.:; .-.been. a "total~; .spont~neist, ll't.at she is known fo'! and ri.fihjly~~ ~~ . 

.. · · .(i.e. rightly 'i~~~~~ .the ;.y):Uij.i~ednessrcTher , . .· "'J l 
so/is :for b~I~~~rh'>tfZ!'IVA'er~i!< _ glorification-~. · / ,/:! 
and surely her/priority to,spontaneity overJiijR T!!iih ?arty ··;: ~ 

.·-.· 

· but· alsO · .... leadership, And that remained true even when she did . .. ._,_· ·'; 

-· 

·c 

in the Revolut;on not only create ~y?:J.n Germany, but .l 
·consented to that whi<>h she had fousM; all her llfe, to a 1 
'unity of her 'Polis~ t.endency with that of the Left' ?FS to 

-~ ·constl~uct the_ C.P. oi Foland. 
jn· 

·.How_ to e:.Cplai.n· so.·manby corit:r:adictions ··which there 

likwise e:Xi ts: a uni:fjing :force--the Party--a.'ld so tigM.ly ... 

a unifyine'fo~ce that unity, unity, unity,fn-the unf~rtunately 

in the ~ull Social Democratic concept, that ehe opposed splits 

ev~n at .the. ~oint. where th..e-wasn•t a si!'lc-le Iil1i'i!e. ·point o-r,: .. · 

.. 
•· :1 

' ' -~- ¥ ' '· 
'i \ 
' ' ~' . 

. ~ 
. ,. ' .· ~ 

af'f.init0• between the tendency her thought ·repres¢nted and ·the· ·'··' · .. i 
-~--~. ~-; .\·:. ,, 

•. ·d.ominat:t tend~ncy .in the s~o. 
, ' 

-. -~·-· --· ·•' 
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-- ,.-· 

·~~~~J;L:~~~Ln:_ ... :;~: .o< ... ,~ .,.,;~:. :;~.·~~~~~ l "•( \·· ... , . . . . . . . . ' . . . ·. .. · .... ·.. ..,., ... i:> : .: · ::.~ ~;:._·;.~.'.false in~erpre'tations ~f iwh~t:RL'.s congept -~~ oi·g~i~atio~ ,· '.; ·~. 
1 

rfr.)": ·. ;·as well as concept of spo.nt·an. ei ty tr~iy'~as. ,.' Le~'?l' 't:legin ·. . 
~·,:to. ·. .. :. . '.. . ·Ac1"'C{L.. 
t7( ·.,- · · . ,. , ·'with her 'first and most ':famous and mo~rt miAsed.\-·misused 

I
,\__': ·. · .. .. · . . · th~ "h'IiSt" .: · 
;; .. _ . A.·$!7:1-o t~e.·'Point of_lk I At jll?not even a1i.o;vir.g her yo-
. .-, ··.naino. t!!e: title; of. her ·e.r.ticle.·- * . · The title she gave .. k · . , · ·.. ·.j a t" ' ;.<\·s "Organi~ational. J Que'~ti~nsr.lll of the Russian 

r.: . : .... : . .. -- - . . . 
!;;.: ·- . · .• ..Soclal .. Democi-acy." The .title_ the '•west., gave it was "LeniniSYI'I 

\jJ.::·: ., ' .'6r·.:!Garx~~or;).~ '::he different historic periods likowise. · 
r:-: .. -. ·- · . G. !>. .led to :one-' sided interpretations. Thus tt • .VS.D. before 

'/ 

'l{< • .. ·, , .. WWl were)'orever quoting -,_nd attacking both 'j '-:-=---
-~~ .·~ her wri t:tr~gs on spontaneity durine; the first Russian Revol'ftion .. , 

t· .. . , , . specifically. The lt.ass Strike pa:r.phiet, while .the .ggst-Ww:!l: •· 
I: .-------- .. · · _ . . .. critiques 
::. ( _, S.D.,· West or otherwise ,we~·e always stressir.g the 19011 Mf1:llil(.>'; 
r· 
;: . ,. 
!." 

:·: ~· 
~ .. -
'; 

~ . 

o!: Lenin, In both ~ases 2 opp~sites that waren't.gcnuiroe 

Opposites .to in:r4 -dernocracy/dictaiorship teg-ardj.nc _ t.t .. E: 1904 
' . -

writin~ and 2 oppositcs--spontaneity/organiz~tion !or 1906/ 
. I' • 

were· str_etched out to __.make her saY w~a:t she did not say.4 

Thus, 11 The Orf:ani2.atio'nal QuestiOns o;f ~he Russiar. S.D."* 

(The new translation .It with the c'orrect title appears in 

Dick ........ Howard, Selected w'titinc:s •. pp. 28)-306), was a 

critique not of ~t Is To Be ::>one?, whict. everyone inc1ludine 

.1\ettl attt'il:uted' it to• (N~~ Geras 

b,ut wa.s a cr:ttique of Lenin's One. Step l'orward, Two· Steps.~ck_. ----=-·-·-''" . .. 
... Eecause of .her 'disagreement· :with the BolsheviJt.s on the r.;ational 

Qllestion, RL' s tendency never attended that famous 190J C~)lfress. 

: It was Ler.in's critique 

that ·contress that she 
not . 

-/the Iskra that Lenin 

_lf.ensheviks at that l9~J 

of the 'behavior of the Mensl1eviks at 
. -(',.,.. ii---o:- o.n c-Lt.. 

critieized. She was asl:edl\by Iskra 

edited but, the one appropriated by the 

Ve
'M ~·nouP.h they had been ou_'l:vote_d. 

conrress e ~- w _ 
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1
·~.; ... 
r._·_~ __ :;_: .. ;·: ' ·:: . . 

" ·; -,. 
•-.. : ... ,. , .. 

~--·- . ' 
k' r· ' . 
I r. 
~· ... 
r: 

~".- ~ 
(", 

! ~ . 

;: . (' 
!,1: 

f 

.. - ... __ , 
.... -.. ;-.\ _ .... ,.-... 

.: •. -.\. ~:~;: 
She doesn't 1:1ention that :factJ since. ·as :far .as she was .· 

. . . .. ,· . .. 
,. ·. ··-:·concerned, >.: . .. _. . .. 

; ·. ·:\'Sa ;rt. is. 

. important t 

the S.D.r·.of Russia was still one._·,:, .·,;. 

important to keep· this in mind 'even as it is 
I ' . 

to 'be as rirorous as she -was in payinr strict 

.. attention to the obj:ctive situation to the fact that· 

Russia was indeed ·a polite stater" .'that you ·truly :Oe.d 

need for centralism, and tha-t in :f'_act ·ft w~sn't only the_ 

· · · · · n:n but. ·the ~s::>_ that 

~What .she· objected to 

(Lenin's denial that 

practiced centralism as a pr!nciple. 
Lenin's · * 

was what she call.ed/ultracentralism 

he was ultr'ifentraliet in his reply 

to her was never publishedr it was rejected by Kautsty 

and even in th~ Russian it was first published ••• ) 

to ill=inate the di:t':ferJnces and a~;ii.n .to give due' credit. 

·to the FfSU wanting to establisfl a national orrnniz.=.t;.on._ 
.I.· 

She stressed that :it was indf!.sd necessary to ha·;e done with"-::he 

••circle and local club atm'?sp!';era" that had pe~aded· the· 

Russian attempts to build a uni~ied organi2atio~ and re­

quire~ a fu:.l 3-year can:pairr., 1900-0J, to prepare fo:r' 

tha.t co!"-r:ress, "iioweVE::!"," ste continued, (p, 29~;"at the 

party ccnc,resE and eVen rrjore • so after, it be carr.~ evident 

the.t centralisrr. is a sloran \1-'hicr. dO~s not completel:,.• 

exhaust· the ·'historic content and the ••• · ZSJ ... t.~Rt 4 

,_S.L. prgani:.ation." 
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( 

. ~' - :·~··:--.. · ... ·;:- . 

1.,.- 4.·' 
ii~~~~i~~~~~!~~~ti;:~.:~ :-..::..~: ', .. ! . _ . , . _·, ~~~!'~es~- ~tt~~~_:_~~~~nitl~' s fo~mlile~in: ;·-- o ~· 

·- ... _.. .. :-

a. so cia~· demoi::rat :is"a Jacobin :irid~_ssolubly. connecte;l · . -: ·. 

the ·organization. of the ~less con-scious porletariat·:;: . 
' . - ' . .. .· .. . " _. 

, And.it is a~ that point when she develppe her opposition . ' . . ' .' . 
·-::·' .. ,.yto .. Js.cobiniem Md Blariqui.sm· in so detailed ;a form, that 

.. sh:l!··-lei'tL n~ 'room ~hatcver for the concrete happenines. of 
· '-~'. ·. ...(which ..-as the preoccupation of Lenin), ' 

. ~,· :.-':' :· th':' congre s, i".&l Ji::C which led to. t~e split./ One could· 
.. , 

-.· _, ~. 

-\,:.-· 
~-" 

ss.y~.-tha~ the minute she reac~d "history," her, cri ~ique-.was 
, it was hard to . 

. :so· tull of €enerB.J.izati6ns· that 4i a z. • r• See ar.ythinr. 
' ~- . ... . 

· ;~{ 'a O.;be 
concrete r.elatine -to· the congress, and even­

inclined to ~ver pra.ise Lenin who stuck o·nly to 

.. _ ·- \the· .concrete; and thus "proved" her ·wrong. Which \·1i t~ · 

}lindsight, ~bsolut.elv .i~ not true. that iG to sa;y, some of 

the .enera!izations are so Ve:" .. re evant to our da· . thc:.t 

. we ·must go , into them. 
j I' 7 

{~M--: :_ .o. ""·· .. •. ·nr 
F·or example, there is absolutel:y .no douCt tha ~"·a great 

deal mer~ o:r democracy, mcire need !'or different 't~ndencies 

to exPress t..~ems~?lves, ~nd sur. ely it is imperative not 

tc; . .mal-:e a. virtue .of necessi t~· • which l~ad~·~n.; 15 vine 

undGr .. t.:za:rism to overstress the need for cen.tr.S.lif;;r.; to 

oppose it. E·urthermore, wheress her e:,pression, "Ko ritid 

formulaes for orcani .. a~ion will co to express lt.an' s 

conceptior. of socialis:n," may ha·w~e loi"t elb.ow X"oo:r. for 

opportWJ.ie:r. to ~continue furjct-io·ninc in a :r:arxist 
:J1.L· 

organize:.tion, as witness the- !c.ct that first expre£sior. 
'· 

So reformi~m, llerr:~tein, "'as not expelled_, h is even 

truer thl t Lenin's concept of ce~tralism ,_llliiltfli.>Q..,..;·ol'O:'fllis~:Orll!il711'.,-:~ 
~ 0 had even more need of ~ece~t.rali•zat~o~. 
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t-"·::: :- ~ ... 

-.-· _, .. ~ ... 

. t .. · 
{ 

-~ 
i". 
' ~--.. 
,-_ .. 

! 
! 

... -~ 

-.... 

-·--· -,-
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where it.; s~·ems to .this writer that RL wro!l(!ly .almost 

.makes . do with sporitanei ty if not sans organization, 

certainly 

the.l896 

in·her singling out 

· ;i c il:j 9LL 

the student at,;ai-t;ation of 1901 and the mass strike in 

Rostov-on-Do.h, as 'if their· arisi!lf' spontaneo.uly #. had 

alzo meant that they had no need for a b~ar·xist party~ 

The :fact was t)lat it was precisely these stril:eE a.'1d 

great s:;;>Onta.'1eOus a~ti<>ns which led Lenin to ... ccnclude 

that if lllarxi~ts are goinc ·to act only as economists, ._ 
~ ,_ between :the development of 

'there will b~tf¥- 'tt:·':a_ gap .,..pol:ltica~ wor-k···-~ 

~~LIIttl;.·· ... t s .._ wa . or 
:)if'an actual revolution, 

nC"1 accident 

that RL~lk h.a:nmerin;;: away, c l tu. ::.enin '_s 

ex:'-ggeration o:f"fa.ctory disciplir;el/ which 

sup:?osed 
' . s 

h~ :tns~ted the 

intellectuals lacked, in.:tnrn led her t<> defend intellectuals • 

-.niF, .uwn ·,-;-;anuwu nn 1 '!!il¢':1~ 
Wh'e::-e she stone brilliantly w:is in the 

dialec-tical relationship ~ · · ~ of sponta.n-

-ei ty to oreanization: 

. -::.:..;:.:.-- . 
-- ·- ··--. 

"WMt is always ilnpcr'"..,._nt for Social ·lle!:loc:racy i:O I)Ot to prophes;r and to I 
; 

i pi:econstruct a ready~<:_ recipc .. fo:r the :rutuie tasks, :ilath.er,. ·it is lJilpc>-tant/ 

:; that the correct ~t_o_:iC.:~ -~ ... ~ua.tion of theF~:..-_ ~f ·truuie ~orres~cl~ tJ · 

~';·. the given situa.ti~n be continually maintained in -~e·pU.ty, and tbttfit.' .' · 'i .. ! 
. . \' .· . ' 

d ..___ t .L . 0 • • ~-- •• l, ! 
.... 
'· ; .. 

'un ers .. o,ud the relati'li y of .be gJ.ven phase of the stl.:uggle, and the· ·--·· ' , 
• . ) l 

' I ·( · neces...i:ry advance.of the :t'evolutioiWo-y stages toll!!!:d the ~tima•.e)goal of the \ 

J \ proletaria." class . stuggle," \.___ .. · ·· / ! 

1 
L. 

148"10 



.. ,.,.···"'· ·,·'•. , . ·,. 

li1t~~~~£~. ~f~.: .. ~J.~:~ ·~;;~ .. :i·:~.,; .~t ,• .. ' 
~1~~~-:~ .: ·::::·.::'ifi:~~:::~::c::::m:::~:~~ i:h:~:;~::~m::e:::.~~:t:::!~~:·,':·:;:".·:.·' : ,: ·:. 
~c-··: :, ~ .· .·. . . . .. . . - . . , . , .. -. -. 
&~f·.'i/:_:~-:\ ·::co~~~·- r¥=l:ons on 'the -~rganization 0~ th.·e -~ iri.fliendent; ' ,, 

~\: _,: .• • .• ._,, ·., .. .o:•: .. ; direct action of -:the masses,"· .she is' not correct··in holdi!lg _,::· f4 >' ···,.. • . =-~:;:.::.:::: ::::::~~;:·::.:,:. "' M' • • 

~;;_-. · Marx•~ coJi;eption.o.f.revol'ution c~uld _be like;.,ise le;t 

:t~·· spo.11taneous action, ... .Far :from it. And now)lere is 

·".Revol:..ition;·, .. where spontaneity ~ u-... is' absolutely . . -.·, 

the gre~test, but· fails to acheive its goal, The~ 

..... ~>""(' 
tr.: .. · 

...... question::" •• m:rrz "~' n L 
of class ConsciausnesS 

:::~ . ~ . 
~: 

·;.·· 

:·.•."' 

does not.eXhaust the' q:uastion of cognition,- ot lt.arx's 

-philosophy of revolution, of sec6f!d nee:ation,- that is to 

· _say,not ~lone the destructicn of the old, but tho creation .. 

O:r. the new, paS still·to be te~:ted~ and We cannot here 

skip from 19,04 to 1917:-- and 1919, So within the conte>:t . 

of that debate, it is sufficient to end·where she ende~ 

< ' 
.''· •·. 

right "f th~ -~~~g ~~s ~ mak, .. its · · . ~ · <"·~ 
'.-: · · · ~ · ~ · · · . · ·· ,. · · · 6 OJ.."n Ddst.a,kes · 
:.:: ··'· ·. ·:· :· :·:an~,_:to"lea.t"n the'>Jiistorical dialecti~ by 1~-..--.~; -F ,; •• · · · · · . . . ·. -:-. 

" ' 

• 1 

l 

t t.-

. · · · .. · · · · · . .. • · ., . . . ~ ..., •. ~ ... ..,., we ·must i'mnl:: . · • · · 
'\. · ::a~:t tq OUXSelve'i tlat errors JDad · . · · · · . ·._q.y ·· · • · · 

. ':. • ... · : ' . . ·. ' . . . .. , ' e -~ a. truly :revolutionary lJobor movement 
. .are historlcall,y ;jnfinit~:i,y m ~ ..._,:; · . · .. ·' · 

. . . . . ·. . . o_e ·';~tful lllld mo::e valuable tha." th ', .. ' lr 
'infalli . - . . . • ' . . . ' 
·... . bility o:r ~. best of··all possible "cen•-l 1·~ ;:~ · · · • · ; _Jlf 
. . , . , , . . "'-~ comm •tees," (p, :3o6) . <: ·a 

~ . . .. 
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··.:..:. 

. .. ,. 

~~::~~f;:~:{.:./;~~:1~~~:~ .. ~~·<· ~- .... ;, 7.i:?: .. ·.· 
JfB~T:f.::~.:~~~?.f~~f( · :>-.. ._ ::: ·-· . .. .. ·. 1 • 

~it~~t~~;_:;•t4L ~ ,;.. ''"·'·· :d::~:.rJ·:;;,::· ·. 
•1•·-"· · .,. · .. ,.·as'well.-as~·the <;>neon _the 1910 spli1; with Kautsky, 

t~~(<f_~:., ~:·~~~:-~: .. ~king ; ce.tegory of spontanei~ was in the. first -

f#C: ~.J;I :::.;:-::,"; ~: · ::-::·:~ ,:· .~;" .:;;:':' ;:: ... , . 
· tf:,···:---··->. --:· . .-,instead sp~nteneity._ l't wasn't merely the feet that she 

r: ,-_ ... , . '.had written this in };uokk!ta. but ·that .the revotlution itsel:f f : . . ~ 1 !~ : ~ sh~;~iied· their vi~ws 

:r~-::· .. , ·•·-· 'historically, a~-well as actue.lly. On the other hand, 

t:_:-_··. ·:··::·.--.. ·_, she· was 'way ,ahead of Len~n in 1910. in judgil)!r the de.ep 

f opportimhm of Y.auisky,~~iiii"4ilW:'ii!l:f! ~·'zytg!rtfr'll!t'PJlB • 

At-.the ·.u~e time, howevez::,. the inversion of the rel~tionsh~P' t.>: 
i:{ 
r 
~~·:··. .: .. 
f .,. 

~-

t f-· 
l 

r 
[• 

!· 
t. 
~ .. 
f 
t 
t 

r 
r 

. . ~.~.· . . . 
between organization and action one~ again meant'the disregard . / .. :~i . . . . - . . <' • . --.:. 

of philosophy. ;>It is absolutely true as RI. expressed it 
. \. 

in •:'ft'hat l\e>:t?c", t.hat "any mass action,-once U."'lleashed. 

. must move :forward_,:, It is- not tru~ that ~ :f'o:·ward mo\.finent 

by the masses CCJ".not be re,•erse~ or stoppee by a leadership 

which uses the -- rhetoric of revolution but practicds 

coun·ter-revolutior,. lrJ a word, v.·here RL· saw the- opr•ortunism 

in Kautsky, sh·e by no means ·expected outri;;ht _betrayal 

·and indeed eid not~conceive that counter-revolution-. 

c;an arise frorn_vlithin revolution. lt is that dialectic. 

-

' i 
I 

that transfo~~ation into opposite,_ that L~nin, who had · __... 
nat seen as clearly as she the nature of German Soc. ;Jemocracly). 

' t / 
~~ ( 
' !( 

'· 

~·? SGI ...... f"" ... :·1 • -· •. .J-· . . 
·.\. .. 'rl~t far beyond her once W'rltll showed 'j:he betraya11 ..j.n 

· ""-, ~ ... th•• t' i~suinc the sJ.oe.an, ~~~ru~n the imperialist 

war :nto ~i~1)4?%;,·a~ 'n ~ <s cr}J}e,ig;rr;;;J_ G' ~"J.;ri;~.J~(kf~ 
... ~.--...._ .,n Jj() 1 shev l.k s t<WS~-~-~;b;I;;il~.,.~iin~.~~~:::;:hlnqf,uii'c~•~s~-.'flF:on " e c:onq ue st 

, ......... ~er •. 
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......... - _.,.;•· 

·.,_ ::·· ( ·. -·-· 

more ·,_,"a.t.~~ct"ivet" enC thus cave l":er 1904 critique so anti-
. . ' . . .--!. 

· Leiiihi~t'a twist t.J:at !:e a"\ttil:utes to t.er a perdste.nt 
I'' ·· .. ·'· .. •'."· ·, • '• ' • 

; a~ti-Leninism not onl~•. in 1904 but also in 1917. 

· ·:)~!(;,( ;;.l':eti•Jee11 1904 and 1917 there. was : irst and foren:o$t 
- ~--_::-~-;;:i·-r~'-:.·: ---~_:_· __ _.- - : - . . -. 
/_··nqthine---~'sho:;:t of tbri r.usSi_an-eOlisr .. Re,,olution of 1905-0:?. 
·-:-:~}-' ·.·. ·_· 

.-.-~-~{_~J.os: ·:"ove~~- Le!'lin ar:d !tuxem'tur::. _in 1let period and· Cire~"t~ 

. ·.:-':-a.:r:ter,.··both ori .. ~evolu~on .E£ll! ort:ar,ization, _"the:';- the Folis!'l 
~· >·.x,_~:,~~\:.~-:/~~.-\:'::.· ·:·-::·· .. <-' ---_. . . .· . 

• • • 1 ~·-f:~~-.Party ·actuall~r JO:!.~!ed __ tl:e :~uss.J.an ?ar-ty. ?..;:reove'!", t~C·ut;h 
--:· . .-·-_\::::_:;·~,r:;·;.-~~j;,_~,::.-:.,;-; -;_.. _.- . ·-,. . . 

··:··.· ··- .. in.~;;.J.:90t::/when:·it · joiil~d there'was also a joininr of f·lensl-"eviks 
·"., .. ;.,,,:, _: .... -. f~!~~rf:AJ):;:::~/~-;;; i_;_l_:::--:- :---~--- ;_;_-... -~.:-~· _._._; :: . , . Mt<,__ -

· '..-~~~··:· _.in'd}Ebl-She,;ilts,·-1 t· was· 't:j' no :r.ea!"ls the- !21. ~r.eviks wborr: she _·,_·.·:_;_,;:' _-.-<~;~~··-: . .-:~ ·.·,--_., · .. ·. ( .. ' 
'··-... · ,.- relS."t;ec _:to.-- >rt ·was. 'the -vo-te 

. _,.- .. 
~Lenin tet e mt.jo:r-i t~· c.t ·u.e 

' . . ' . 

:~+~~i;-~ irit~rP.~e~atiOn. o:f' -t!'a£: 

II . 
oi· ·the ''Poles .. 
~r; ........ 

1<>(1?·· Cor-reoo -,. . ~ -....... ~ · :~.eorctic~ll:.', 

. ::USE-ia ~e .1--olanC. :La·t saiT:e ~rear, 1907, tt.ere \'.'£.5 also 
. ' . 

the ·.:i:!i"ternctional Soci~liEt Cor.;::ress, \l.'~tere o.,:&ir._ :er.ir. 

and F.:- ~('f.•hile ~·rcts:t~r ar:G :-n.rtov .likewise aE:socir:teC. 

a 1 ;t~nl witl: tt~, cur:anCf.-,er.t, ti.eY:E i~ no dcu: ... ;-.~1-'.atever· 

w~;ere tl:e clvseneSS4h.
1 

theo:r-E'tic:·all:.• and p!~t-c"ticn.!.l~' even "~o 

the poin1: oi· S!•eci!ic _ :fol"r..ulE;.tS.onsJ
1 
~ .. Kii'l~" ;_er.i;. ~:-:e 

~·li)!f-ifi'-·iH;;il;~"jl ra\'·e the directio!1 to· 'the ar:,enC.rr~cr.t on 

the enti-wc.r drive, 

o'! tl'.e !nterr.atior.c.l ar;d "the !·.end oi the .lflGM' s. :·. v:orr.'::n's 

~- con:fe:rc!"':c·c wl.ich £-.l~o rr.e•. du:ri!'lr t:H?t P·~rioC. i ·- !1e roint 
W(:r.: :~:r''!' l'=!r.ir.' r: c\'.'r. repor-ts oi -1;-l-c Stut".:.~e:rt ~on_:-1'.::~'£' 

\•:c:re hecvil~· nne ope~l~' l:r-f:ed on Ze't~:in]ar;C r.l?r f.:r'ticle::. 
o.tot;'t thr:" ... E'on::re!:!:: ir, Clr.ie:~.ei ~,; 
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.. ~ . . 

·~ 
. <.· :B,,: tie 'time the disputes wl. th Kautsky on her .:i~JU:: 

·./demar•a'"l:hat·he'r positi~n on the r:eneral s~rike l::e appli~ 
.. · .· . .· ~" 

.:':i:o: .. Germariy 1910 reache.d a ·climax, ·.so absolutely at 

-,:_.~pposi:ts ends' that she. broke with him completely. Bertram •. . . . . ? . .. . 
.. . :.:::w~lfe has es part oyhisreasons :for skippinc all those world 

'1'·~,;.)\)hi~toric ev~rits.~ not to mention betrayal on the 

the Sociaf De~•()cracy in ~;orld war I and :ilL's final 

In a word, when·we come to her 

~{~\·,'i}\f{im~f:~~~:s:~!i~.~!'\'.('f~~·5.~.:~?.;_H. >n..: ~.r~· :~.~ti-v~ s~~c, ~~re is .. ce:~~.inl:y 
., •. ,,_.~,.~ ,on:"'· · affil>i ty between her and the Mi.W:IM ~· 

.. 
.. ,·. 

~ !.'-. 

: ~~;~~_i·C .. ~r~aniza1:icn·, ~~!:or: interl1~tion~J., 
" : ·'.~1hich , she declares to be a 11 Stinl:ing corpse. J..nd certainly 

' iE atain not a sincle crair. o~· a:f~ini·t~.' between·t.er 
•there 

. critiCal positio~ or. the P.Ussian ~oluitor. e.rid the Social 

Den:octatic poEi tion on the ~nte!'-rev.iution arair:st it. 

She hailed that ~evolution as the r.reetes-t wo!"lC histOric 

event w~,icl", • even i:f' it failed 1 woulC remain a te~cor. :for all, 
i'ailure 

and fo!' which/the Gerrr.an s..::::. would- tear tr.e rrsa"tes-t :respon-

si~ilit::,'. 

\•:hat lilt. tr.en was her ~·:criticism'?. ,,'e wish !".-ere 

to :focus strictl!' ca O!"'[anizatior. (la'te!'" we v:ill & .. deal 

with the theoretical di:f'!'·erences}. ::·he main ·poi~t of 

difference or:ar:i zationally:.-an~ in tr.e.t s!".e wc.s certair.ly not or:lj' 

correct es arainr-t Ler.ir:, but actual]:.: :·oresaw .• whe.'t teciS.R(V'.,., 
. j,_, J.,...,..;,..e{, .for • 

the Stalinist dere;,era:t.ion--\'.'F.s A creater C emoc:r~c~· .,_. not. 

or:l!.' :for t!':e :nam:es bu-t v::. thin the s"tat.e a.r.0 povenrr1n:ent, 
r<-uJ! i ,d i :.J t. ? 

witt. e: plu:·t..li ty''of parties and tendencies. 
' 14874 
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~\;:i~1~~i:~i~~\{\!,~ . ..rroed a~~~lclll3tcm;ak:lne ~;.~ .~ vir~ue of iiecessi ty". that is 

ay;.;~~--~ Iliurx.i~t~ 'm~si 'be ~are:f'ul that' even wh~~ Bit 

· .. 

. __ ,. 

... · ·, · . ·. · · · IS . 
. ~e~·e.s.:uty) because .the counter-revolution~a: the 

,J]~t\Pr;i':recfui·:·~.' e.:."·~ :~·~.h .. curt~ilint of •. freedo:n , ~ at· no. time 

'frive.\n:to'the temptation to make the temporary 

::.:~,'1~r~ll•se.· into,;~: ~~~era~ principle. . 
.. critical ' . . 

<.:·.:sure.lv. )]e,r/contt'illnr~ion to the question of proletarian 
1_,, 

~democracy· within the Jr.arxist party was of rreat 

of the Bolshevil:E who were 

foreseeine what was to become bureauc­

that ·possibly .be made· to have any 

s.~.? ·now cari that criticism which-
_-.. -... ·-:·:-.. ,·•--_..;.·,· ... .. __ ;' •. 

iei;y~•technical type '.;e raised to the le'\Cl of !'ler 

·l;reak',~i.th the International,. r.er leadership o:f Spartal':us, and 

.. >." . 
. ·~ 

:·, :., ·,, • I 

il.~9f!{, eli, the lilederehip oi the actl:el Gerrr.;:.n hevolution?. Th,~ . 
. ~~ c:-· tl:~ f: ver.j' thin; s she h&d ·cri ticiz€C 5.n ra.:.ssia, 

· .i.e. ·the disrr,'iSsal. of the C.onsti tua!'l"t Assem1:1:.'• sr.e declared 

in the most .unequivocal terrr.s on tr.e German scene tl:r:.t tt.is 

type o: assernl:ly was a .. tourreois institution to wt.ic}'. sl"".e 

counterposed worlters' democrE:.Cj' as~ cont..Unac! onl:; in 

actual woreers• couneils, so tl·.e. t very nea.rl::r all o:r· th: main 

sloce.ns o!: the Fotlse~an :\evolution were exactly what- she her­

self callecl ~or in what turned~ ou~ to be tl:e last 2 months 

o:r r.er life~ 

;(o, what she criticized in 1904 and what ehe criticiz~d 

in 1917 ~ bear very little resemblance to each 

other, either in urineil'Jle or in tactic, either in theory or 
t!,e di:r.ferent 

in practice, either in/historic periods or the different r.onls 

IIIIOfctoar~~ 190.5 ancl£~fllftl.~911. ~ J.r.d cG:;:;. crea'i:est 
contril::utio!1, both in relationship to &pp.,...·-rootinr the 
concept of the party in spontanei t:; and internal democracy, 1487~ 
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its own philosophic weaJr.ness. 

her· philosophic weakl1ess limited to organization. 

w~a.t ... the cor.tnaCict.ion seems to be, the 
,, 

in the prescience of ce.t'i'chin& it1perialis:n 

re~;oc:;nized or eve_n seen by either bourceo:.s 
·:,;.--:-:.~;~-~----.., 

·w~en·yo~lrecognize that _back in 1E99 

: Russo-Japane~e r;ar sh~ was_ already sensinrr a 

:first sic~: of iL'iperialism. the.t she made you 

J.l1;eJoa.l.I.";Jc·J,lSt~nt~ t.ea.r the cries o:f the :~e!'~ro wome~ arld 

cl1i:l<t~eri ··as :ih~y: tri'e·d~encape :the save.terz,' o:f' gereral ~r·otha 
~"'ld 'hi~- arm:r persuii'l[ them; and when you sec hov.' how deep her 
.. .,.:,./_.- . . as ·relateE to rao:e 
int·e~·natiOnalism/;lr.a~ even whEr. there was a world war and 

• i~.~.b.,-ide, ~~urm bemoaned "the co::di tion o:f t~·e Jews e:he re?lied: , ________ _ 
have iru.media~el~, sinrled ou~ cs Sutjec"t the 

colonial masses oppressed b~· imperialierrj as its rrave-di[rer·s; .... ·--- .. . . . .. :· .. -~··--· 

"What do you want with this particular suffering c.! the 
Jews? The poor victims on the rubber pl~ntations in 
Putamayg, the !;legroes_in A~ with whose bodies the 
5uropean ~. garne of cat.5Pre just as near to me. 

· o you remcmbc ~rds-written rn the work of the 
Great General Stafi about Trotha's campaign in th~ 
Kalahari desert? 'and the death-rattles the mad cries 
<>,! those dying of thirst, faded away i~to the sublime 
s1lence o! eternity.• 
0~, this 'sublime silence of eternlty' In which so many 
OCI earns have faded away unheard. It rings within me so 
strongly that I have no special c,rner of roy heart 
reserved for the ghetto: I am at home wherever in the 
world there are clouds, birds and human tears , , , " 

1 
! 
' ' I 
\ 
\ 

\ 
1 
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. and 
lookinf for root· causes/ always s.peakine 

and y~t not ja~mine the two.up aeainzt 

il!§iE;i,£' i 'il.iJ;t"thcy would result in a new 

~'@;~i!!:i!:,/i:':' flf;~~~~~1~~~:~~:\f~~~ •. ~~~i:i she let them lie side, by 'side. We hiVIe seen 

ij~ii~r~b!l~il!!lif when lenin a;gued e.gainst her position . 

s~~i;,;•f'fh~'i.iti~ioi<;h!il ' .. w!ich she couldr.',t see as :recolu-

wer, he used the· term "hal!-way 
philosophic·· 

his .own/reerranization curine 
.· . : .Lenk · 

·.,-t-..tn.e ,,,e,,v •period when ~· when appraQ,Chinr 
....... 1 

.Absolute Idea,showEi.thet .i "when 
' . : . . . 

' ,, 
is the essence.o~ anti-dialectics.* 

:.···L_enin•s.·poii'lt,ae: in t~is case r.e::el's, was to S't-.ow that· 

only ·s:econd nerativity· is t!:e solution, becaui)~ ":here is uo o~I·J.N ~ 
way 'to transcen~ "the oppodtion between I;otl.on a:'ld i.eality, 

>' " 
and that unl.ty -~ii~c:the truth", e):cept to see that they 

"r.sst upon this Sutjectivity alone." :in a wore, the :fact that 

only the prolet~riat, onl~· the oppressed, only t~;e Subject 

who is beine oppressed, is the one for the over~hroW; canr:~·:, 

possibly l:e kept apart :frorethe ol:jective situation wt.icl: 

Crives ~r.em in that direction, 

fipCla·•, ·o. 25~: "~·he oririn o!" t 1~e idea· ir. tt.e tiotior. 
of teleO>lory throws~.er.se li:·!·.t Or! ::e::-el' s p!:ilosoph:·. ~lie 
·a. lCen eOee not explair. t!Jir.r:s ty their cause • or tt£:ir 
~erl\• irJ':" sutstance, or t!:e whole oi -..:hie!': t~:e:,' nrc parts: 
it explr-ihs l::r ~ein: tJ:e ~nd towr:rCs which "the~· rr.ust be 
tt~ou£,ht o:f as tenCin~." . 

f'. ?221 n'•ie should be able 'b see what ;,erel means by tt.e 
'1\otion • E~· seeinr how its concert Ce\·e.J.oped aU~. c.! t!'";e :3 co.l)capte 
oi sul:sta:.r.~e •!C{ec.lproci't~·.~ ;;eceE:ei -ty there 'swun; ~'cr' lntol--' 

(Cc.ous~ T-ts:-arj\1\ . ~:=-.. • .---

14877 



when the c·ausnl W relationship 

~iass can~~iOusness. w~iCh ·.is whe.t r.;c..kes r.:ateri.elism 
-· ., ...• !. · . 

.J!l•1qbi.rdlc:s.l 2.nd ::at. just a ._JT;C:.:tter O:! trade ur,fon (Cal::,. but 
c•:.··.;j>.;.:.·,';:' . . ' 

~uddenly mani:ests-it.s::le: root cause as 

·1ne intellectUal to b~ there with the 

.... ,,, ~o s .:--t~e~.:·word -rr:volut.ior: as tf,e ot.l'y c.:r: S\\-e!" tO .i~e: usk~·' s 

Statery o: Jl.ttrition" c:-e ~t.~eri~·"'; · cppo~tur:ierr. 7o eva:!e. ti:e-

. ~-e:lasz ectior.s c-f ":!".e r~;nerc.l s~rilf~ (Wi·.i:::t . .is- to~;h 

litical &nd ec:cr:or.:it·j-, t-ut it s-tops shOl"t of sul:'ject. 

· re~Ccrr. C(i~c::.! s , .. . . ;cor.·_, e ... rlvl.n; 
Si.:'tjec~.ivi-t•J, . . ·~ •. " •. .. 
I • • •.;., • I • · J 
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~i\r1f::.~:;:;t,:!):l~lecti,cally speal:i~f• W~!Y S~iCIUl:i a revolutio~f:.ry 
· .. -,,_.,_.,.,·, tyf A .sort o:f one-to-one rela.tionship is 

. . ' 

2.nd one rnu::o't {'et rid o~ explainir,r, 

·.· isn~t but one .r.:ornent end effec.t the Ji& ne>:t; c:.nd 
. . ·,· '::!,::.'.: .. : .... 

. se :.eni:l e:f'f ec1 interrelate in a way that at separate 

·as pa%-t ··of. e. tOtality; w>-.Y shoulC tl1e 

sO::~~Ct.anic-al as.· r:o"t t'q ·see subject? 

t, :tfier·e ... can· l:_e. !10 tctal Upl~Ootirif. • ·,·.'i ihout 

~;;;Z,;.:~;·~{.f~fitje9::t l::~;;.,:lu·tion,er:y· ·;~c-qb_~-- ~s hardl~ rr.ore. tl:a~. ccnternpla".t-ion·~ 

)Oqk:·.at·· .. ~r: ol::~ec:~:--in ti:ie i:ase, · impe.r­

i:t.'.causes &omethiri:-; ·else·, i.e,· irr.poEEi-
. ' .. - . ' . """ . . 

.··'cil::J.ll.t~··_·:· o~her\':i se . o:i" continued ae:cu~ulatmr~; irev4~ t.r:.tl~' "t.her. 
: &nd even colonialism . 

r_o __ to _J:jarke-ts/iristea.~ o~ sul'ject •. No v:ondP.:"" 't~:o::~· c:jec~~ 

.. -··do~--'·i<·r~ove. :-he msrket can·~ proc!uc.e i":s own nerativi~y. ·r~!t 

··tt;e su~J~e~ c.ould. 

You nev~r loo1t peo;;:le, ~i~:; 

onl~· obje:c't.e. ·..:~~e!'e is r.c chwli ty • no C€9}:' cor.-+.rc Ci c~ icr •• 

r:, t.owe'"·er, ~·ou look n~-4:'. j"Js .... a"t the !"'oot cauee 1:u'S c;"t 

there would''te no way to avoid r.utject, 

: O.!'.a.t l1c;S l-eer1 unot.iceC ur.·t.il thi~ C~.~.' i~ t.hr."t Et.rl~· 

cr., bt~c~-: in 1899. lonr he'!ore :.:.. !";it au~ ar~ins~ j;,r.rx f'o:-- !-.ir. 
roe.oc.c.o ..;,:.:,;;;:;;;_;,: FJt~·le ever. ir tJ-.e 1st vulumi"'::., is ti'~at ;.~ ... l":i;d r·J.,.,·c:.:.;t:. 

excluded .ol. !I fro~ a consiferPtion oi +he to~ali~y o~ 

l1:arx' s economic ~:iews. :'hue f..!.fl wr':>'ts •, 

-.rbe ll&rxiat :roxmula for crl.aes &a proaented by Ebgels in &!i~- l 
Alehrlng and by t1arx in the firt!t and third volumee of Capit-al, 

-.applies to all criseo only in the aoaeure thl.t it wcov<0%'8 their 
.. • 

0
• • ~ • • ' - --.a ...... -'*- ___ ., 'lo..~-& ... -··-· .. " 1 .. ,9 
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·:c': ,' :> :- JiifY~e. ~~w. wh;n wo· deal1; with ilL's Inter-rarrnum,~ ,,hich 

:·;~ii:iiiJ~j,.f : · ·le.d 11to;,"?!~1illidli critique not. so much~ ;:aut&l':;~ &s fJ tcarx, 
".···:d.':.'.·, .. ,.• ·.~·. . 

(, 

(. 

. ii:. bec:Pines~ cl!lar thl!:t just asQo, her Accw.~uletio f 
·.· ... · . . ::,)i~·.·{.~l .:. but ~enin• s d6Jd not, 
·Q.aji +,ij'J ::;'dill'erted i'rom Jt.arx' s analysis/ so, ironically enoueh, .... :: ;~ . ...,.;.~·.::~:ltt.i. ' ·-:· '· ~ ~ . 
·on:.;:t~e:;•question in VJhich i-:L~ seemed to. be t-n totally opp~site 

"'c'points-~the l-artY--; toth alike did not 1i[ YiYI!&oi£: ir.tegrate 

; .: pJ:ilosclphy wi tJ: Orcar,ization; (1 ):O.osa 
1 

l:ecause st.e paid Very 

r~jij't.f~;/.attention to philosopt.y, ar.C. ( 2) 1-er:ir. l:ecauo,:~Th_ the ·; .:,:::proi'ound•.·, , . ' . . 
· T~::\~;~t.:t~en:tion .tle r.ave philoscp!-.~· to ":he eY.tent. c.:ve11 of· 

:~ ':.": 1) ·:.:.: .: .·.~:'::: .. ~:";< . :·: ,• ·;. . 
; j;te'c::>i;'~iil;~:l,z!!tin<e:)1icself;,es well as the nature o:f imperialism 

·:~nci,;:1:he ·i'ietional question .Gil the national question ,End .. . \'.';· . ', 

ret\r9i~t~i.on.·· dialectics ther.u~el·-·es. ·anC tr.e ~?tate, i·t ri'eve:t'-

thele.ss was not. extended to th~ P8.r-ty. ?hus. ~ no one .. 
t·eve A.n answer1 and we ne.turall;.· cannot aseume --.. o~ter 

1.he event t~t 11 the~tz-~;;.t1 i!1!:erratee p!".ilosophy, the!-£> would 

hE:.ve been the correc~. ensw~r. ~·,'e do, hO\\'evcr
1 

s-tar-t with '; 

clean state; tt..at is. nobody t;a.s: the s.ns:wer. ;,,.:vert~!eless. 
precisel:,· becaUse J .... 

continent oi thought and r.r~c: a philosoph:-,· o! revclu"';ion ·~ ... 

also h&ve the ;rround for r, pt.ilosophic concept o: O!'f2r.i-

za.tion, even ii' he had uno thsc:r-\' 
, thourh very 't:riefl;:/, .. 

!.st' s review/w~.et he Cid sa'' 
proletariat ~ 

orrar;ization." 

in adC.i t ion to the :·ac1: that 

the ~~~must t.ave a part:,.• o:f its own, il·om v.·r.ict. he 

never departed, l:e it lP48, 11371, 1!>.75' or 1e1>2. i','j·,ere it 

becan;e concretizedt'Or broadened. as ;vou 'ldsh, is in the 

•• pt.iloGophic concep~ion. :=-r.ta~. the J!:4r;. Ee,.rolt:tions ended 
wlt~l:i,~S;"~!i\~ilY;tQ~!;iJ.tdeJ:t v:ori:i!O£' clas,; ~rt~· l:ut eJ.so 

a phi~~ophy o: permanent revb!ution. 
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· .. ~i"~ Commune had a. new reason-!!i ts own WOl"'tdn£:_ 

the Gotha !-~oo.ram was criticized mercilessly) 

. . . . . 

whereas a movement 'fS ereatex- e.n~·more 

set of proc:ramso ... if you cannot h~ve 

f:l'oun"ci, then· it is best not to unit~ zit] :tL. 

;~:\~,.mlt'1un1·teo·action to specifics only, ~--~ 

n~wer.vision extendinr all the wiy a 

~~H~; s·c·:~.:te·~.Y. wr.ere. "ilorkin[ll would not just be a means 

necezsi ty· pf li';'inc-. •· ::\.lt 

·ttiere reall0• ·is ·an end to the 

manttal· work,- t.T.en that is -·~lour· 

'is no division 'between life and 

·"].\;,;.}::_·'fi,~,~·~~~~f.tJ;~,'~1'~·~:~~~i:~•t, etc. ::e insl:sted that chl.ldren, in play, 

-~iScover many thinfs throufh 'crenkinc tninrs. 

excitinr r:l:out his very lac~ ~.t~ars is 

ttuit in 'retux-ning to the ms:n/wcr.lan rela.tions!:ip v:hicl: is 

tr_aced :ihro.Urr. :f::-om rens! rr.r~triline~l_ ;;ociet~l• to-· the s;::verery 

and retrorression in 3)r~rressiv_e capitalism when it con:es to 

the position o! women, h~ we~ critical also o:f prir..iti\'e 

communism, insistinr that it was not an outside force that 

overthrew it, but that it came from witt.in throuch the develop-

ment ot chiefs, e_tc. r.:'hus, atove all else whet waF. new was 

thieo~ackwsrd country li<e :.usHa 
·~ } .. =- I. ~he multilinesl development or humani "ty. 

primitive com~unism,or the Asiatic rnode o~ p~oduction, or 
Western capitalism, proved that it is impossible to have l:ut . \ 

one answer 1o all t.f:e multitude of de_v-:lopment~. Cn the contnu-y~ 
before an advanced country ... I:·' 

includin[ even the pea~ant commune 
new forces end relations 
made its revolu~i.olh or . . 

1488!1 
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f.~~R~i~~~i~~~ •. d:its,.revolution to·:1;he ·.technoleicG.lly, indus~· .. ··':t~~; 
'i;f~~:ii;, ·~•dVah•c', ~·d ~~ti~~~1: 4r.d i:£}~w~~~ new countr.ies iik~ , .'\:/:~ j 

a national ~·iew; and if.... )~.·:.;_ j 

we have so many more new v:-ounds for 

!lllo<iat~v,·aven whe~ it is only on the subject of orrani-· 

finally· Sl ,._. leern l•:arx' s p!:ilosophy 

the question of party was te.ken up.not 

sponte.neity to orranization but. as 

end as philsop!iy to orranizati on, so 

'>'•·'''<f\{,,+:·RL must answer what is meant by "pushinf" the lead~I-hsip 

I•:oreover, with ~L makinr a special catero:ry of reneral 

strike as both political and economic, she still naturally 

sees that it mu~t fO to insurrection, then how could that 

:be without subject? .... 
' ''i'he tragedy in Ler.in is r.ot or1ly tha.t ~e didn't :reorrar:-

ize on the question 'of the party, l:ut that his rreat p!:il­

osophic leap forward is not made availeble to the rr.a~ses. 

··Ar:ain, rase RL and party, she certeinl~· we.sn't as hostile to 

the peasantry es In:, ar.d yet she is so opposed to the Bolsheviks'. 

rivinr land· to the peasantry, as' if that meant imrr.ediate parcellinE; 



.. , .' 

·•.·· ·····-··· 
·. ·.-,.3-~;<-

·which all th~ phono.~~nal o~ the world reay be 

~.causality tl;rour:ll . i:s. fJ~c~·ssarJ' tO assume anOther 
., . .. 

. ,. ' .... 
;e'e;do•m in' .order to explain thern. ·. 
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