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Eleanor P.urke Leacock's Introd, to Enr.els' ORIGIN 01'' THE FAMIJ,y .. 

PVT.PROP.&THE STATE, IP.ed/,Jrd 
printin~<,l975 (lst.l972) ·• 

A,.cient -~c. by Le;:::wis Henry Mora~:n,lS??;Env.els' 1884, E. focused 

on J topicsz (l)cievclopme!)iaLstages of mankind's ijis.,(2)neture 
of prim~i_ye soci-ety wrth re~:ard to prop, ,rallk,,family fQrms & 
descent-. systems, &(J)ert~ergcnce of c9_m_~odity prod. ,economicull;v 
based o.ihasses &the stater.·-··--------· · 

p. 9,Mp:r.,a~.lliM:liaRz throucil to a theory of sequential stages ib 
,--marriy p.lo Mtre:e.n had remaiJCed dubious about the hypothesis 

of human evolution until he met &talked with Darwin ••••• 

p.l2z"It used to be commonplace in Am.anthropology, f"ollow the 
anti-evolutionary empir-icism with the name of Franz Boas, f 
'l';te~. Morga1}' s sequence of stages ... However,r~_organ knew -t e 
l1m1 ts of hls schem-Vo _. -· ~- .. 

That•~ where Leal!l4cck is ([Ooct, ·she brings up the· l!"t;"';t)anthr-opo.LOis~~ 
cal finds and r·elates both Morgan's study & Engels' 1nterpreta 
an~ shows where the ':--"?:::..:. ~: "::--:.:".:~ o:r concept remains &where_ i l. C.oes.n 

' 
p.l5•"Engels sharpened the implication of the comparison Morgan· 

dre.w bet. primitive communal &class society,usine it as an 
.... ----- ~rg~nt .f.gJ:.-So.Q.ial i~ . Therefor" ~u-c;-, rr.ore:an • s &Engel.-sr:- · 

war . IlaVe hF.Id checke ~ -care0rs .. ,:,:'~e~~~- tal-~e up sel:'i 
by Russian schola:t:'s; Soviet 'studie§ in_~ .. 

Historical" (Boas). ":fui:1ction~lism".(Enf".} &synch:-onic" 
~heglo!fMal" :otudies threw still newer lil'ht,macte·.explicit by 
Br~s~ s-clfn'l.ar, !' /.G_EJ::don___philde. ,\!Jaf.ba:t'J.iim·\ '-Sav&:erY)(hunters) 
&c.tV2llzat,;.~m,Anclent East. p.l?, fl;ti; D-''~·"''""' 

vfl/(1,~/tfl "Contemp<ora:~ termin_oloo;1sts renerally refer instead to major ur·odluc'1 
ive technicll'es, such as "food gathu~cint"{"savap.-ery" )&"food 

(barbarism~~-----~·-- _ -·· ···-- , _/ _ '; 
~m1:T.i.V"e"Communism section is pQ.,2ti! lB-25-' . --·- . -· -·-···---~ 
b;rt. whez-v--i-a'te data doP.s al"Io-w--Lea-~0~-, ... bOth to brinK in new __ f/ '
and nnt ·be very ori,-inal begins,_pp· " -4. -THE E.1·1ERGENCE Oi•' · MOr;Glll9' 

( &SI BJUGATION OF WOMJ;;N _____________ _ 
p. J5• "It soon became clear that"ma:triarc1\)l\tfi··----

the sense of power held by women ov~~e<;>· omparable to· that 
later held by men over women, h~.¥--~!!;:VER xisted, .How.,ver, 

.1 questions about the sil]"ni.ficance that matr~ descent he;L(.!.;:;,for 
_.. .- 1.-? the status of women in primitive societies remained." CftilJ:O re 

11 
;· ,'!(:' ' THE Mm'HERS by Br_ iffnul t &women • s hifh role, "however the data 

~- •·_y are lifted out of_ .. co~ext ••• " 

\ '.~i·_:~·.-t~~ed f'o~ s:udy{i;E!·'~RI')DEV. OF ~ALE DO~OlNANGE THAT ACCOMPANIED 
' i ELRCPEAT' Ecop..Ottti:!ruT. EXPI.ClTJ,TION, p, 39 ._,~ 

. lf~ 4~ow status of women (no-t -~~e e-oi.~r to childbcarin~~ecline ..... ~J.t of importance of food prod. when moved into arr1c. • e-tc. "Howf'Jv"Jr 
i I"'VVl ...,]i'~~~iJ,.-what was basj_c was that the~e tra_!lnition:::; occurr~din the contex~ -wx· ·· 'l':l~-- of developing exploi.tat5.ve relations whereby co~~;~al ownership was 

' ~·> ~f.iJ?f. u!ldBflllt,' nAO +.he communal kin l'rouu broken J& 'l'HE INDlV." 
(X t~ ., /i!'l<ffr~sif,f.i~~H ~;_D;,Q~IT il-r ,~N JSOLAT_f;D. &VULNERABLE liT, economically 
Qyk '"' ~ · e, I' ~era:1!1ol\':' r¥/m~&atJ8ClA.f.f8r;m!jf!!h1i'if fo~&Ir.lh§Efewr~ne: 
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Based. on the TR).NSFORMATION OF THEIR SOCIALLY NECESSARY IJ.BOR INTO · ~ . 
A• PRIV.I)Zl> SERV:JCE THROUGH_ the separation of -the-·famrlOJ-fr.onrtha.. 1 

.. ,;dJ c;;.an--:-rt was in this context that women's domestic &lither wk~ I Y'-' .. i(Out 1g 'qe performed unde i'tions of virtual slave ..... -::....... i 
· ~Ofamous marriage w~re social express s o eve loping pvt. flrcp. "l 

She then Q E(p,22J)"The distinction of. rich & .poor appears besides _! 
that of freemen &slaves--with ·the new div, of labor, a new I 
cleavneG" of cociet~t into classes ... " But she then returns to an 1 

. I 

earlier section· in Enfels where he speakG of the formation ! 
of the ·family as eco. uni tl affirmed by 1;he ov,~rthrow of mother · i 
ri,e:ht which Enr:els empha£lzeo is "world historical defeat 'df the,.,., ...... ) 

. -~- ·-. fema:~---~-~~:JgfiM!?~-0-~-~- -~~;: ~- -~~~ -~~-r.-. b;lf.~p.~·:·~~~- ·;;~~~~;;;:j_~;}:.an' ~/ 
~:-~ · v·ir!ro~;te--·casuistry I (c:.tstOJn of flV~nr namP. of father's ~:ens to chf.ld 
'\ {thus have him inhr,rj t,rd)To ~hanee thinrs b.v ch?.nfinr their ~arne: 

j~~nd to find loophole" for viola tine tradition while maintainibe; 
lj;radition, wh*n7 direct interest supplied sufficient impulse," 

------------- -. . .. -·-····-··-------·-----------
&after Morran's dASc!-iption Or new social organism rt st v:hose 
head ruled ov<:r wife &children &·r.o. of sJ aves with rt. of life & 
dgath over them arrivinp: with ironclad family system of Latin 
tribes, Marx adds• 

. "THE MODERN FAMILY CONTAIN IN GERM NO~' ONI,Y 
Su\VERY (servitus)but also ser~since from the beginning it is 
related to agric,servi.ces.,ort contains in miniature all the con
tradictio'ns which lat.er extend throught society & its state, :• 

~~~N 1 '~,~~~rMN~~~~ ~ ~:~~ 
... ~ ~ 

I• • - • -·· • '-' :. M~/ where she shows. ·m:r~ empiric data is needed than Engels gives& I , -· · " points to the fact that he jumps from Medieval to caP.• societY. too 
fast, but im:tead of filling it ouil author. go<fii'To"p;-~-:;r;;.----....____ I 

I 
' ol.Ramifications of' Engels' \ : 
Ar1rumen · Q.mefl-~ I 

but i.n_fact what Leacock is doinr. is at in criticism of those 
womerifs groups "radicals" who think sub;j.u,o:a..,tion is all__dt:e to •

1 childbearinr. & playinl' up against that,~o~-~~o~al phil\,but just 
that ordinary women aski.ng for different schools,hsg.,welfare !'. 
as being "more !~ev.," calls "middle class radical women• s groups" I · 
"confusing &diversionary."(p.45)lrJdeed, Slt.a practicaJ.ly comes ap · _:-· 
with some variation~- c~~__"_::_l;l_oE_:.----~ J 
The final section ('Problems ot_ Theor¥ &Mothod.("pp. 57-67 hardly I 
lives up to i-cs tifu;'She asks questJ.ons of women's speci~.l oppressio 
but doesn't answer,though she does try to answer critics of Marx I 
as anthropologist. &pmp.59oftn.28 --'-E •f •' !;e "l!ale U.l930s 
project r,n Human Relations we dealt with in__:th~Os. And when !' 
it comes to abstract answP.rs, she does krw· how to answer the , 
mo.terialiGt anti-dialect.lL:ian Harris:p.6 :Apparently Harris is II 
addressing himself' to the casual or co~v satior.a-1'· usages of the 
terms of' contradiction nepation .... "'listinr- Harris decryig 

.J<,,/ "r.!ar£}15 Hege.Lian-infatuation with =contr~U.ic~i.Vf1."" &u.ff-tv landing 
1\ I':Y' \., ~ . -
~ ~~·- .-

7 
a man on tee moon~--------

L£<,;,('.'-.,,;~ p.l29:FE•"The 1st llix:.: class opp.that app7ars in his,coi.nci~es with 
' ,r\\tU • ~~~ dev o-r the antaF:milsm bet. o>an&wo!jlan 1~ mono~amous marr1aq€ 
·'<"L ,0''-.J . e o~,st cl_a,:ss oppre_sslOitcCOlnCldes w1th tat of the femal set~~-by t~~ 

\' ·\ \•\ ... ~. < ·~·~11':'1: rV 1..< .. \ • .J.~~·\ ~·7\"'1\'\-\.\Y.'...\.'V-\ ... 4 i,,, . 
t \ (.,, "''' '>t· (·Marx whom FE quotes, both in precedinl'&in following 0 \'· '· 



·.·, . 

-~--. 
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,._ .... 

. 
' 

;. ··stresses indiv.idual self <l<>v,thus in CAP• "Thooe ancient social or~ 
gani&rloS Of prod,are 0 compared with bourgeois society 0 extremely 

s~--~~19 S.nd transpArent. But-thel~ ru~e foundCd eitn'er ·en .the._r 
immature dev,. o:f man INDJVI!JUALLY, who·has·nc,t yet severed the 
umbilicb.l cord that imi tes him with ~llow men in a 
pr,imitive tribal commun.ity, Of<. !JPON ~ HELATIONS Or' 
OF DOMINATION .AND SUBJEG'i'ION,"{p.?9,IP ed,) 

' ... 
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