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Doar ir.cKim Staele: 

~ 'l.be prossurll!s o!" a ve-ry hRa"Jy lt.."Cttn"fJ ttchedulo- .iothleh I. Jjut.t:l;. 
finish~"ld a..1d a hot o'ojt::otl\•o sltuatior. hO.lt~ t:p to L'lhtl:;lartt imp~asiblo aB»e.ults by 
NbNn have. combined ~ g~ve !Ji~ no b!-e:~.thing 15J)ac9 to answ&r yow• quaation on the 
role o£ intfJ!J.ectus.ls Wltll now. ! astntr.tt, lvJH6Vm•, th~;t Olge has sP...nt yc>u sc:te 
of thea writings I had pro111ised you both on Atrlca AJd and 'my nf1'..r WOl'k on PhlJ.•zopiw 
ar.d Rwolution. 

The serlou3 quAstion you rais~ l5 not somoth~ one can ~naue~ 
by IlBrfJl.y' 'poh to our work on tha quostlon. Sirwe you sr& a histor.\.a.n, tharefora 
I t:-ust. yeu ';llll not l4ind e~>ing back to 1'bt:glnninp;DII. at least 1 t is' t .• ha beginning 
fo-r Marxists 1o1ho d~ accept that l·~rx dilicovorod r.. OS'"' cuntl.no:1t 9f thought and ye·t 
it nover quite got an organizational exprf•HBlon that raat that ph11"!5ophlc ~hallen.ge. 
In a W9r.d, boglnninl ;.;ith Enr:els (Nho ·ceJ·tninl.)T l'aa loy:~.l to· ~-'.a1-x and tl'"ied hard tlll 
his dttnth1'to Jr.aka StJ:nthing out of 11 tho t~mllusa--c.nd hca:r!'ibly soriptttei--:Mnuscripts 
!it.rx laf't unfinlshtl{]) we have not yet :olsen to t.~t ~hallengR.. I nover- p&rt1clpated: 
in the c:ri1:;1c1s:-as of Eng-els bt,:all!le they were d.lracted, raot in ordttr t:.: rise te the 
c·hall.engS, but because .. they meant conscloUsl,t to divert !rem thA ah.artr.ltd roads 
&e~ iff" UnChartered path&, by jw;t belnt; unch4rttii"ttti, are thel'':l;,y 11orit;1naJ..o 11 

At tha Sllllle t.lme it is tr•Je that .E."lgt;tltJ, especiAlly, tn th• · 
d1aleot1C'1 . could "n~t :nSasUro Up to Harx, and Er:!gols 0 as the practical m~n, W<\11 : 
s~t cono~:rned with Ol"'i;aniza.tion, individual :-oleH, cpuci!.tcity of tho i.'lrlpiric canorot.j 
that: he d~cid8d l!ilt to r .. turn to dialectic o••ig-lns, but lnotead bring Fouarb:O.ch •up· ·,, 
to _.date"i answor ~'t:~ 111.."3Modi4terr qU{•stlons (lti&O•s inatdad oi' lt340's). ~.;,; ba.vo ... s.urter:~ 
from ttut vul.garir.ation of .dialectic mator!&.liam, amJ .aro yc_t to i'l'ftO ourselves of it~·.~ ·.' 
'lhia ·W!.& sO, !!£1 bocauae, as t't.:ist£•r.t1allst:; und !te..roj.··mJ.st~. and 115clont1etsn· '8l.iic8 '_;-_· 
inter, because t;ho..'"'e in no c!inlectlc in 11N:ttura11 ,-·but bec8.uso tho hlstGrio 
dlal9otic .tn so V@!".,lf r.!l.ffm"ently--r;lorlourily. hUJT.anly Ho-. .. that to· ·lft.tarah .for a 
11coD!IIOn dena01lnator" is to violate it ontircl.,y. i'lt di:l'furontlj, pro~!sely 
be~euse histor,v is what Man and wom3n t~~.e.ko lt, ~cauae oi the in's&parabll~ 
o1" tho Sublect an uJ:er of" his.tcry f"rotTl the cb1ec.t ( bo it "matter"·o:t-'.!ltt.tura -.1 

or ''S!Icietynj any d.t•rinlon of nubjact. from OCje-.!t at that point~ the rnvnlutionary .s~' 
trana.rama.ti?n o1" society--kUla tho t4Bl'gAttt net-.· sttd.oty bocaur~e ·lt k.Uls thA 
creativity of. Subject, or th<' endlc:u;, i~ovr1::amt, vf ·,.;ha.t Hu::-:ol.•,·oul<l call. 
"Second ?ln~ativlty", ancl l1arA "the port'lkn:ont &G'lolutlon. 11 

Hhen all itt sa.t:l ll!ld rl~!'l"• 3'.10joat ... laas motion, be it avon as 
cosfleless an':'! th~:• "t?"am;t'ol·~in::"!·dn~' a~ thi: u:::J of .L:.:e: &~£J ot· bl:rth .gf nuolea~ age, 

"Yaturftn can P.tlll be n.:t bloa.k wit~aut ~ natm•e a.a:l ruJ b~rron £.!1 those planato 
W'9 1:ro11runn1nr:"aftft!' or11up ir.to". no ... • \.10 a.dm.!."n thn =o,.pu.ta·· and dugrade the human 
being, the hU!!Vln passlo!l that r.tr,:..res !"":"' fl"•~tY.!orn. in:~tnad af :nator.\.31ity! 

Now, ~~hnt has <1ll thts to do Hith the rolo of th~ intoll-actual in 
a Marxlst-H•_tmanist orcanl~Rtion, you ml~ht ask .,!."l'jpatlcr.tlJ7 \-!nll, just consider 
what intellect,llalS ~ve heen do!.n:~ thin pa:;t ·~entury, :JO !"earful of there h&ving be&n! 
'1one, only onn Mo.rx", that ~vet-ythlniJ f·;--o:--1 11 tho Party!' tht'ough thu "Froo ImJividus.l." ·i 
j)6Y"en in ot:cupied F!"an-::::,11 )to ohosslng botwaen exlst.i.ng State Powers has aohieven 
in brlnr,inz UR to thll totcl.lt,y, absoluton~lns of the p:rtmnnt world crisis. 

The fll•st -:il'~a.t f.:lvlJ•1 L-t :·:a~~~.l~r., t.aco-.u l'lil.h t,h., bot.:-ayal by the 
Second International, It took so fro11t a ca.ta~trop!-te, a loiorl:J holocau::;t, to ma!<o 
Lenin reco~nize that ~ or~anlzntion -.-~a~n't l'e&lly tho C.!tswor, .!;h!_ ''activity" 
which would ~ MtJ.ssus folloH~lc.a~oro 1 1eod&1'S '·Jho had 11brought them~' ~..arxis:n as 
against eithel' uxploitatlo!1 or trarlo •mionis:'!'l. 5o the great genius 't.i:o extended 
"the VaruJ;uarrJ partJ' to loa.d 11 to thn point whllre that is ~t!~~is~still all 
thst "h.ietory" remembers ab:out him. (I assum.1 you do know 1111 the chant::en that 
occurred in hie eoncapt of tho pa!"tyrpi90J-?J --rh.X'I of ~arxism and Froortom deals 
extensively 111th tho questioo or th~ relationship or crpontaneity t<> organization.) 

Yot the g"aatost pa~t that Lenin haa bequeathed is thfJ ~hllooophic 
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return to Bogel, the rt?Volutionary dlalootic 'Hithout which the revelution iteelf 
· ~'Guld hal'TS- boen endangered, ar.d.incle~, we.& even e.t•ter it had 5ucal9edod but h~ 

di&d<l th<' phUonphic ambl.val<mo<J aided ·the obJective_ aitudion of .. n•w 
eGuntat-re'\."olutJ.Onary stagf> te: gain dominance. 

.l!!, . 
· But if 11the Party"' Trot•ky,on the outside/.l.nclude<l horo for thftr~ 

~· na1th~ &i di.f'£m-encao in conot'lpt at p!trty evan irt1Um ha Wo~.:l Gxpolled) MO' 
1\81"'8 opPQs1t!on to buraa.uoratization( insteatt of di&.ccverlrig, alOng with a n8".f' 
stap;e ln' cctgriitior,·, ·e. new, live revolutior.ary !'oroe that uaa aluo Her.son) did not 
le&.d way out, what did independent, non-P~rty intellcetualo do? 

Well, a n&W epoch had opaned ln. the 125U'u f.tol!l below, !rO!U practice, 
!rem loaderltose ""'"eoe, Mit in East Europe on Junu 17, 195J (foreo'<led in 
"backward US£ 11 by workerli battling with automat.ton) or .Afric" (Cih.sna ,19~7~51:l, · 
pl'IOcaded b;y th& .Alg$ri&n Revolution) or Black Dl.meneion in USA, a."Y.l • till tharo is 

. groatar donrth of thought among intoll.,tuaJ.s tMn mroo· !:>e!'ore, It !I ao l.t 
thought, aOlltrar.r to llature, cloes like a vacuum, 3ut I raruoe te bel.Lw" tb•t 
and,. as I hav .. shown in M&F >lhioh is ruUy built on t..'u>t lAOV ... ent r-w. JU."J!Otioe ... 
to thuey and.·a ."nBW aocietz., 07f1r a period oi" ne9.rl7 tw~ can.tW"ictl, &14 ,\a 
· nethlng 1n the tboucht overt o!' geniu~, thet h1o1 not pr<>Vi<HWl)• beon in tl'i .. ••t1v1 :y. 
ef CODIIOlJ. -IUln,.· . . . 

n.!s does not (does NOT) moon therofere there is n"thi."lg :or 1:tt.:i.
lectuala to do, libat it Me&.'ls 1o that thet is wh<!re the intoll,e"tl!lllo' tiU!k " 
firat bsino, .·,Til" moments in histot•y .when he did rec~gnlzo thAt· his ~enoruif .. tion 
l>.ave :halped',lMP. •.h""d b<>catioe praotioe, too, is on-aid .. , and only the !!!J!~ 
of ·.theory and practice laads to r.evolutionary tranofol'lll&tion, th"" h=n1t,w 
did .diocover aa graat d.lll~noiona wit.hin itaolf "" outold9 cMtinmtts b coitqttal', 
(l!.sy I be sa c•mca1ted "" to ask ;you to r.aad thn .2 final cag&.. of tl:rat editiOn 
ef JW,J'p.286·7 and write me ;your collllllentary1) . · " · 

llow I will adml.t to one !,'r<>&t 1"aUing: A'ter •!me giving t.IJ> tho 
·~"pArty to lead" corlct~tpt, 11forcing 11 all intOllectuals· to liaten,l.isten,l1stent"our 11 

::. intellectual• have very n...,rlj tr&nsformed ·themselves · t.ato "full fountain 
pens" to take down 'Mftat othsrn said ra'eher then p,.o,jecting. their own l.deae, 
•nee th&.r did recognize ~volutionary foroos are also Ruason and Yiodom 
oo_Dieo .from tho counsel of ·m&1Y· But PhllosopWr anrJ H.evdution does_. in fact, 
reverse the procass, that is to say, beeins am ends, instead, with sel.t"- · 
devi>l.opment of thought itself, But we have not gotten far and now I feel very 
etrongJ..y intolleetu.:alc aro of tho aasence, I waa eopeolJJ.lly il:tpresetod by 
you:- quostlona beaausa your i...'lteroat, lonr, before you met rAn:/ of us, dl.d. begin 
uhera a revolution was going ·on-, in Alger1.a, and ynu~ !'ield reD'..s.i.nO Afr!oa whore.-
despite the revol'iltions, we al"e wltnessi\lg OO.c:h-w».rd ru.oves/ 

t•lhen you consider the }lotto:nlaes theorotic void alnce tho death 
9f _Lnriln, there is het-dly an enc1 to alJ: the thEioretlr: void that ne£11Cis to be 
done li" evar 1 t is to catch up to the nhallt:mgu from bel9w, not tO mfmtio!l when 
it finAlly will ms.ko its leap at unity of tha two, Nothlnv, is tl\oro Ul"f!ldnt 
th~;;a days than to work out a tota.lly now rt!'l:l tlonshlp of' thecry. to pr&cttce, 
and nothing morA nettdaci than ~ona orl~lnal r.ont~lbutlons that ~orrte from !!.!!![
rJ!.sclplln~* AfC well AR raadlnrr, not the mooatrou~ 11a.vmptomala11 l:'eadln?; of an 
Althussar who reads !!ll2. ovary Me frorr. Marx do1m whR't hie f.Wlpty but"· \'erudlta11 

casulst:-,y spins out of tho ~orwolutlons of his ::;:"a.Y ma ttar, but n ~~ 
reAdln~ that does not separato tho .vesterd&y front the tod~oy-nass nf histn~y. 
ibe one great original contribution to 11 tht~ theory of the pa.rty 11 J..nnln did mo.ke 
was the definition of !!h!1 is a party mombar, that is to say, the deniAl of 
m.o:nhRrahip to those ~ho would juot wrlta bu·t not 'roolongu fot• thore is no rrtore 
dlsorr.anlzed p.,rson than an irttellectual and hR, he ahov~, needs thA 
bolongin~, tho discipline of a local, not 11v·otlm_: 11 , rr.uch less 11rt-1adin?, out11 
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· oi mM~bers b~cause. soma one c.n hiS'h or low Cc.tcla~es to b9 11un.d:\.foiP1lne.:i. tt but 
.the !ull·collectlvlt,y in working out l<leu as wall es strategy 4l!d tao~ics, :!hat:. 
ls wt..;, at one 4lld the DIUIIB tlJi!e, NWS & Letters C~l!:lllitt&uat l\9S01Ution hos 
praotioall,y ·n~ diocl.pline--you cannot be expelled ,BJtcopt for an antl..ahs• 
strugglo actien or m~nifastatloi> o! racial ch~uvinlsm--t~hlle dall:r aotivi'oy lo, 
llgaln,, Va.";Y much up to the individual o.nd not <>nly lecal nr- r.~tion&::., ru>d yot 
tllftre 111 no way to ba a llarxla~Rumanl.st ~nd not belong ami r~ot feel that the 
VI!J':':f orgar.iratlon "f your idoao cannot be schie,•od in isolati&n alone, At t.'lo 
aa»e tl.Me the ·iaolatloa tu b~ avoided is not or.ly from rank ar.d !Ue but fr""' 
the maes:ts :cut:eu:Ja. OUtsidtt of; tha vote there practical¥ ls no difte'rdn:Cob';;twaen 
outside an<l i.,d~e. ·· 

Since it a.11 la s, no~~· yon '3&n holp us wo"rk out sorno 
opooi!'ie&tlcms about special tasks for lntRl.lootUAls. You wor" r.leht. whon you 
ollld 'Aft hsv" .. lot tD say about what int..llect\WB carJ&ot do, but li.ttle of 
what they should. It ~as, and is, ~~pera+.!ve that thr.~ecognl~e baoks ac not 
the 11fh.lUl"Oen or Hfl:aaa-n. but rea.lUe it "CO'JlCO: spont.cnttOUIIly frSlll ths !!lQSRCIJ. 

frOM all tile forces of libarot tlon-•• wo.,en Ll!••"atlDn and youth •• well &! the 
uru61al 1U&ok Dl.lnenslon. i3ut after that you batter dig, dig deep inb boOi;";, 
into bist.Gry, .into phllesophy for w.Lthaut o•tohlng th&t single l.!.r&ic o£ 
continuity (the li!'eblood Gf ~be d1aleot1c) with ltlstorlo past, with l!arxiBI!I . 
in its origlt&s, there is no WIIJ' t.o s.Ltglo out tho naw Mel develclp the .. r.leinal 
for •'!" dl,v .. an both historic contt'lbutl.on of ou.~ ago and the ,..,.olutie.nary 
transfo,...tiOn of the age, -

'Ilte one thing that l.lnpros81Sd mo from th,e le:>tu<•e tour this 
yeAr l• p~ecl•al.7 tha intal.leotuals' ewn real11Jat1on and hungor for th<>ecy .. l.&l 
a, """l.iiWI M&rxis~H:llll&niat senite, Ji9rlttofore it UD<od ·to bs wJry l!lUoh the a· twie••b';(( 
the activists .who would lillten whUe thoil• pr-ofess•o>'e took the hotll" «ff frem 
"nlin-llcadaio respons!bllities. 11• :!his Y""" the. profeours wh<i did c.·ttend-and 
in ucu. csepeclallfit was 'llloo in epeolal oolloquittm• llll!flt; ort ~~·~"::f"'~·;;!~:·-:~··~ 
retlatillnehip to eoonemics, the dialecJ;ics of libero.tlon, ao a unity of .. 
practical can Altbuour be called a: !!.'rxist at all? ¥r.a~ ~ the ·ar&~k. D 1htiooneiet>c 
glob4ll.7Und even the quoot1en of h~>w deos on a pro jtti:t philosophy !l!J~!!!~~!!:!..:.tlW 

I'm most oerr•y that we got to speak :so Httle. outside of 
';forul" t;.olke, I do hops that this cnn bs the beginning of a d.islogu..-and 
I mean it orally and .not only in written f'ou.,, Our weakeot po.!.nt is tho oral 
projectl.<>n, tha challenge to •th"" tandenoi&s and not only to the otato or 
acadomla or the oapitaliot facterYI there '<O c&n l6&lvs it to the proletAriat 
•ilo fight it d~y in at!d dey out, 3ut 'IMt do we do to counter tho dally dN!wlting 
by the •tatus quo, the br.oinwashlt>.g Batls terror, the pms••ing o!f of false co&IS<tluua~•:; 
neso for. Ideas, 1Jm tti! hl"xx ar.d, ina toad, elicit fro!l'l thoaa deep passi..,na fo1• 
f.reedom th&t hunger for expressi~n and lock bDtii"tM confidence, and the forum? 
I :-tope .vou will help us and that. scGn,- this '!Omradeahip wiJ.~ bscome tho form 
of raorglllization ttf one's own thoughts and lift:J for ue mut'.lt also know how to 
opeak in future tense, not as Utopia, but ~• lihat Hill ba this very day 1!, 1!, 

Yo1ll"'s, 

I 
! 
·, .. ,; 


