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Dear Rayao 

~his. is just a note. to thank you for your letter of 
· ·:s!'ptember 8 and your quick answe,.- to my inquiry about the. 
,_Guggenheim Foundation, wh'ich id very helpful • 

. _ .· I .. _atti lookfng forwarn· tO r.eAdir.;-· Soon ·your review on 
· · sartre·· s autobiography. I personally hP.l cgve that sartre 
-~- .,., -, . - ·: 

.·--.:·J;'epre_r,ent!s 'the qu.iri'tessence of· the tn~od ·Of a decaying 
·--' ~bourg'$oisie; rGnoitncing ·howeVer. all reliqious "and idealistic 
. ideology .. and clai:niolg wrongly to be the philnsophy of the 
· future by making an alleged &ynthesis w:i:th Marxiom. 'l.'he 
. essence of. his philosophy is ?.n e'xtreme form of egocentric 

· _ "individuillism''. It seems to me that: Sartre is a parallei 
to·:r;tirlter. While the la_tter re_pres,;mted a ·bourgeOisie in 
it.s progreRsive stage, Sa'rtre repre.qenta it in its de_ca.ying 
phase. The basic contrast to Marx lies in its profound 
hopelessness and despair about man, not to speak of.his 
t.heory of abeolute freedom. One must read th~utobiography 
of Mme. ~=-=~~~~~hd especially the third volume, to 
see t:he · · ":~ andthe egocentric atE,?~phe:.-e which 
pervades the life of these people, /illl4about:-Mme. de l!eauvoir, 
a rather untalented and-~ame wrlter '~is so much more frank 
than Sartre. · 1 

With all good Fersonal wishes, 

Cordially yours, 

Erich Fromm 
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