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A Brief Outline 'of he New Book

Dany Friends:

. fhis is not the rogular weekly political letter thet in redd to tho
lozals and {hen expanded vpon as an educational dealing with current eveats.
Thkiw time I'm forwarding e copy of a letter written to Jonathan who 4o %o belp
Witk the chopter on Tiine, and explaining to hin HRegells Avsglute Idea 4n terms
of vhat 1t Eeana %o tLs book aad the whole world!s objectsve dsvelopment. Oné
carnuvt read such & lattor cut., Ond mist etudy 1t, and even wftor that po edun-
ational should b2 planned around it, Rather it is the preparation for ¢he thll-
osouphic foundations of the preblems arvund which the plenum will revelve. Tom
mey, howevesr, read eut this coverlng note, whish will now procaed to glve a
Fery yoush outline of the major portions of the new book on Harxist Eumian
and the African Revolutions. ,

First, ths frontispliece vwill sst the theza. It will eonsist of the
quotation from Heged: "our epoch 15 m birth-tize and period of transition.®
And snother cne from Marrt "When setual aorporsal Msn, standing on firz and
woll rounded sarth, inhaling and exhaling all patural forcea, posita,..bis
antusl objeative essontisl anpagities as alien obdectu. 1t iz not the =met of

J p_qa.{ting which 1s the subjest. It fs the subjectivity of ohjsetive essential

eapacities vwhose astion znet, therefore, also be objestive....Wo sco here how

-thoreugh~going Natureilss, or Humaniem, distingulshes 1%eelf boih from Ideallom

and Haterlalism, _and 48, at tha gams time, the truth aniting both.® )

: Or I may pm:rer the ona from Marx on Feuerbach rather thaa on Hegal
thus: "The chief dofest of all hitherto existing materlaliam « that of
Fenerback included -- 48 that the objest, realiiy, senvucusnoss is concelved
-only in the form of abjeat, sontomplation but not as hmman ssnsngus astivity,
pxaatice, nat anbiantively....The standpoint of the old materiniirm 4s teivdl
soclety!s the standpoint of the new ir human soelety or aoctalized husenity.®

In either cnse, the thems will bes aarrled through, ﬂrlt. it the
Introduction. to stress that we are begicning with the subjective, the astusl
poople’s xevoelutions in Africa from estern imperialisnm, snd that of the Hunp~
arian Eevolution {rom Russion totelitarienism, to show the two new pages opaned
in history: (1) 4n the astunl resheping of. the vorld's map; emd {2) in adding
a new dimension to thoughtt Marxist Humarizm not merely as projected 4n thoory
by ¥ar= 120 years ngo, but as moved Terwerd in prastice in the world of tha
19608, Marz was able to antieipate this only becauss he tuilt his philosopby
on the "aubJeativs clemant,” the huzan boing both in his ocunomie theory whese
the werker, a3 the grave-digger of capltaliem, , treasforts the whole science of
oconunice, &0d in his world outiook whore the new cocelety 4a pot nerely a neg-
ation, ma abolition of the old, but its vhole transformntion on xnew, truly human
foundationg. Marxis view of "te.-hnoleg as the mainepring of the prossos was
not only the foundaticn of the oeconomin lawe -~ atcumpletion of esoital snd 1ta
attendent unemployed ermy whieh would bring eapiteliem down —= but the "alle
rounded individual" vheose "striving for universality" will be roulirzsd on the
morrow of the revolution and eftar as the first bagicning of the real history of
man, instead of marely kis pre~history, Thought can no more be running a losing
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Tece writh history than revolutiops ern bBe merdly recorded to %o Turied. Honce
‘the nerrative of today's revolutions, ard the sppeal to todsy's humanity, in
4frica or America, cmmnnct separato theory from prastice, or thought froam'astivity
beemee oply in their unity will the contradistions be 8o totally resolvod ¢hat
the new will emopee, - . .

. . e w - .

. Part T — ' VNarrative of the African Revolutions will be groatly
expandel Afro-Asisnc pamphlei whick pust have as its foundation the report of my
notual trip to Afriss. Thes far, at most, we have boen able to meo the actioz
of the massos s & vhole at the worsnt of mchisvement, and through the voles cf
& Senghor or Tourd; we must 1isten to the voine of the rank and file, zud, es
no ons roacords his volse, wd mmurct go thers to rosord. .

. A% the same tirg, this Fart I, in showlng the higher
stego reached by rage rather than netion, thuy irs econtiment-ide (African =on-
tinoat, or at least West Africa as a iotality rather than the individzal nations
whether little Fhena o1 large Higezia). This will bs the logtical vrsasition
then to tha Negro Quegtion hecause 1t is here the pressnt lesders have heen in~

epired book in the 19308 and 1540=.

B Bapt IE — The Negzro Question in Amerisa. We will hore devslop our
. position from our vlew of its history through the Freedom Ridars in tha South-
prosently, &8 -well 58 the dual road from here to Africa, froiz 1919 CGarvoylem

through Pan-Africenism todsy, and from Africa heps. The two contradintory views

of that - of the intellectunle, IuBoin' talented tenith, on the one hand, end
tho proletariat on ¢he other —= will be earried through for these 43 yesre. A%

the seme time, the new point of departure for theory laid by the 2n& NI fongress -

in 1919, =nd the 4th in 1924, both for the llational Quention iz general, ond the
Kagro in pariicular wiil bs developed on the naw lovel of ehtack against present
day Nommuniats who have suddenly redisscvered those plemuns to pervert them. It
is here, peraeps, rather than in the Africen Revelutions, Part I, where we will

deal with Chine, end nttank Meo-ism as the total opposite of Lionin's view of the
neturs of the psasmtry as ally of the vrolstariat to reconstruet scaloty.

Bart III ~~ Russisn-Azeriaan struggle for world power, vs. American
workers! struggle sgeinst Automation, snd Russien workers! slowioswns. .

' . The burden hers will ba the apalysic of stute cspitaliom
in tho apseifie eontext of tho 19503, This 4s not only a matter of duing our-
rent, but the fast that state cacitalien wns a trepsformatlon into opposite of
nonopoly eeplitalism on & politisel ssele vhile, mathodslogieally, thaye vas no
differenss in produsticn itself, whersas with futomation we have the 25d Induc
triel Revolution at full drive. Simee the sputnil: wo have, moreaver, dissont
inuous production in Fucwsia not enly as "retes of growth" —~— that debate was al~
ready outlived vhen it got into swing in Amorican expert teatiwony in fongrsas
and books on Ystages of growth" via Rostow « tmt above 8ll, ms the one-nasg of
#ciense, technology, production, thought that go Toycnd the nonfines of ocur ons-
world of capitelism, private or state, over into life und nuclear dexth.

' The transition point then will be the dieleetic nnd
huroniss of the 19586 Hungarien Revolution: 1957 debates on "Revisionisw®; the
1958 coming of agdo of Afyiea in Chans end Cuines ss indapendent ropublies; and
the year of the fongo ariols, 1560, vherv the erossroais for "advanged” and
*oackvard® countries has been reachsd, ’
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. pgzt_I¥ o~  Hogalls ibsclute Idos, or the Subjectivity of
sulfnbiborati.cg: and . : :

 parh ¥ =  on the New Eomanium, Wil brisg ell thresis togothor
 fyom the pressat-dmy revolutionc backwvard to ths French, and from Shere to
tomozrow' v Ixeelim vielory. ‘




