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~ i~ithout engaging in revolution, the Czecha
slcr rc>k New Left did touch the raw nerve ;;,f 
Cern ru.r1ism -- in this case, CzechoslovrJd.an 
as .oall as ~ssian C01111i.l1lisrr,. They did this 
!>!I questioning thP. concept of tim vanguard, 
not to mention cnn1scient, role or the corr~ 
rm.:nist Party. Her~ D.lbcek refused to budge. 
On the contrary. He ~l!lS not only adamant a
bout the "leading role" of the !'arty. He 
not only clailood total C!'e<JJ.t for the new 
road or "democratization. " ftnd he not only 
opposed the creation or new opposition ~
ties. He also staked out the claim th'it "the · 
gr>eatest majority or the bP,st creative minds 
ir1 the country ,,s in the Party." 

This, then, defines the next battleground 
of ideas. Hence, the :Importance or the fact 
that the philosopher, Ivan Svitak, and others, 
who raioed the question or oppooition parties, 
the role or the Conmmist Par'•Y, raised them 
as irlseparable from their philosophic foun
dation, on the one hand, am the needed unity 
or worker·; am intellectual, 011 the other 
hand. 

In raising the fundamental question of 
philosopl'.y and· revolution, the party and spon
ta.-'leity; the unity or worker snd intellec
tual, they have indeed laid tho! foundation 
of a new relationship of theory to prac-
tice. 'l'hereby they have (lone far beyond 
anything raised by the New Left in "the v/est." 
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