
·--
. Pl:!OLETARIAT AND ITS L}iii\DERSHIP . 'I w:,.-,,,.,.=- economy, the state, the politics of t)le. J!ourgeoinie e.nd lts intcrnatioml .;1 

ot"ooJ.o,uons are comnletely blighted by the ~ciE.l criois~ c~1uracteristic _J 
a; tfi'i!:>. revolutional:'y sta~c of society. The- chief obstacle in the path .\: 

0 4 trit1fBform_ing the pre4revol'utionary i~to a revolu~i.Q..JJ'!-rY sta~e· is the . _!fj; 
llOl'tttilis{ijl character of the proletanalQ~=.h~lU-1 1 ts petty4boure;eo1~· .1! •' _ '''' 
w_ ~ e ore the big bourgeoisie and its pcrfic!iouo connect! on ,.;i th P . __ ._,_·:~; 

it even f ta death agony. ': 1 

. . ~~.~~ ~: 
.,,I».B..t. ('tjA ·~(;/ t 
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t-he :proletal:'iat i~ wrackedd ·oy:rdellP. d!~[~~~;YI~uUt!~~~· ' 
i. and again on the rna e o_;:_.r.e;, ..,;'.;; · · ti""- · , 

aga n · k d by· their onn. ..co_ne. er'!!'t e ~. ocra: .. r~.;, t_h!JY are bloc ·e "'-- _ _ 
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~~~'~: ;;oia:ei~~l social, Demoore,oy functioning i_n an epoch o:r progrea.~ive_ oa.pi
~>:;, <.· tal_i!llll . dh'tded·.~ t.~ -Pl'tlgram• .into two par,ts inde)lel)dent C?f'-_ap.:, o,ther; · · -· 
;;;·_·_·_,_·,,_:: __ ~~e'lllill_illl_ ... wn :pr,ogr. __ WII wh_ i_oh 'limi't .. ed itsel_ f':_ ·to. r~forms wit¥_ n the_ ·_fr __ a __ me~ 
: \• · ,· .wo1•k of' :bourgeoil! society, a.rid tho maximum pro~~ whioJ:Wromisod• . 
r!>'· .; .subetitutioll.f'or capitalillm• by··sooialism; in! the indefinite ·future. '.· 
f:' :· .Be~ween ~he mfnimum ahd,-~11111. prpgraln rio bridge existed. And: i.ndeed 
i ,,·,. Sooial•Demooraoy has• no need''f'or euch:a_bl'idge ei_nce.the word ._soc1al1G!D . 
· ·.. 1B used only f'or· holt-day speeohOfying, The Oomintern has set,.out. to. follow 
;_ · the.path of. Social D~!illocracy in' an epoch of dece.yiill!- capitalism; when 

· .in general there ·ca:a be no. discussion of &ystematicOsocial ret.'orma·. ·and 
. the -raiuing ot the ·masse~;~ living standards; whe1· ever::r l'eriou" _dem8nd of 
the 'Pl'oletariat -and r,f the 'tl-1.. petty-bo~geoisia nevi tably reaches beyond 
the· limits ot capitalielll px·operty relatione and. he bo1Areeois · stalle. 

The(~'] task of th'i; Fourth IJI!tern!.l.tio;¥tlies j!y{ not in reforming 
capii'~t 1n ite overthrow. The 1'19littca . .a.im is conquest of power 
by the proletiU"iat f(Jr the pUl"J?OBe of .f."q>ro.•r ine the bOlll'geoisie. How-

'· ever ,.the achievement of this taak is unthinkable without th'<. moat con-
, aidered a-ttention. to. <>ll., a•ren small and partia). tc.otics, ;~ll sections of 
the proletaria.'t, all ·ito layers, professions and urcups should be drawn 
"into tho r·evolutiona.ry movement. ~~he p~sent OllOch io distingu~ohed· not 

;. . for the fact thtl.t- it i're~s the rovoluticnB.ry lle..tty from d~.~, to day vm;.,.~k 
.·but becauze it· -permi tC:I ·-this -=:;ork to be cw .. ;.·.ried on indi:".:Hlolubly lir.Jced wi tll 
the actual ·teslcs o:f thej:o :r.evolutior.. 

j · The li'ourth International does not .#Jil¥~ di~card the 1n:osr= oi' 
...... ~ · }1 m_lnim&.V1 . demuncla:· .. -:o tjle degfee .--to whi_cb- tl1eaop __ ®v.J. lJ:'escrved tlu:= 1~'¢!(;,' 
,,_... i.'l;>art'· i!f thet'r .vit'al fo!'i:efulneos. Ind;,fatigb.bly,H defends _the social ,. 

·lf;::>'"c.qn_quests .and democratic 'riGhts of. tho 'llorkers. :Su.·t it carries on.tlii . 
}\.:~;··. ·:::::tO::_.llaY: vrork'_within the frame1'tork of the correct -actual, that~ is, rev.ol 
Yr5>.<"~,_,;:ar~/::.··.p_er3nectiv_e.:····,lrafof:;;.:r ae thO .old :Partial 11 miriiinum'1 demands· of: the ;-. · , 

~
~-~,\~:t-jiiS:a~SeS· :cia.ah· \~;i th.:t·he destructive ·and. oegr'ad!~? t.lndencies o~ _decadent 
-;;.,,""capitalism • and' tnis· obcurs ~t ,·each step - too<' POU:"th International. 
~~~ ... ,e;dva.ilCeS ·a. system of \transitional riemancta, the essence of whic:i"! .iS con-1 

. ~j!-'"', ~t~tned . .tnt the fact that ever more openly llJli <lecioively will they bo 
1
: 2'' dfreCted a.ge.inst the bassio of the bourgeois regime. The old 11 .minimwn11 

· '' '.program is supe1·se<1ed. by the t:,:,ansitional program, the -.:ask of nhich lie a 
.f~;;:c i.n:':the systematic mobilization of the masses for the proletarian ravolution. 
~).- ,_-::~:::::··::·.': ~-:-. ' ' - •: '• . 
/·.:··,~(. :-1EXCEHPTS )j"1f{Ql,r Tl-i:E :IrO.Ul~DIUG COHli1J'JPJ;jJC2!; ' I~'J·:.GTO:RY COELITT".iillS l:P22 - 2~ 

f<?./:/~~1~ri:~· a· ... t:r·~n~itionc.l epoch the worl'i:el~o mov~ment does not have a. f:J:tstematic · 
·. : and: wel.l-bc.'.J.vnoed but a :.reverish and c~cglosive cltara.ctel~~ Gloe;atJS us rrell 

..... us .. organized forms shoul.d be oubol•din<Lted to tile ind:\ceo of the movement .... 
~:~;·.0.--~.oh,.:·gtle.~d ... e.gs.ins;; --t~c ~oti."tin6 ·hc;.nJ.li-H~ · ui ~ olilt!lritiOn···o.s- aga.ins·t.··a· piLifitie-; 
:. . the ·leadership should reopnni scnoitively to the initiative of thtl»:e.sses.· 
' · si't-do'm strilceo, the latest yhenor.Jeno. of this initiative, (;O beyond the 

limits of "norlllD.l" ca:1i talist pr occdure. Independently of the demc;nds cf 
;· · the strikers, tho ter.ti1oro.ry seizure of the factories de::t.ls a. blo\"; to the 

idf{olpgy of ce.;;>italiat :·x4perty. l~very si t-domJ strike poses in a practical 
manner the question of who io boss of the factory, the capitalist or the 

',. 

vrorker. · 

If the si t-dovm strike raiecs the question episodically, the factory com
mittee gives it orc;anized expression. J\lected b>' all the factory employees, 
the factory nomlni ttee ir.tnJEdiately given a counterwaie;ht to the r:ill of 
the administrativn. •ro the reformist critic ism of the bosses, of the 
so-called "economic royalists''(::.~ne lU:eJ ]'ord in c~ntradistii1ction to 
the "good" democratic exploiters, 1ve cOiinterpose the slogan of factory 
committees as centers of the strngc;:le against the fil•st as vreil:l aa against 

t
, rvlfli1teruJ..} Trade union burocra ts, in & ccordanc~ with their general con

ct, will resist the creation of factory commi.~.esist every 
ld step taken lljt'CtltK P.lonr:: the road of ~bilizine the masses •) 
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'f"~:;;oJ~qj>f\i~·-•oz·.·-·''l!". •W.>o.•er-11 tint' OF &t the .swaep of the :.R!Svellient, ·the easier_ viiil 
··resis-tance_, Whwre_}he olosed61taa alre~ad been insU-. 

. the commi ttae~ will forma:lly @in.£!._ with til.e . 
muc•:~, but will renew its per·cone. and widen its · 

of the commi tt.ee however l,ies ,- in the 
mili tan.t staff for auch worldng class layers 

unc1o>n. iB• uaUB.lly. ihcape.blo o::' moving into· :;.oti on, It io .. pre
tl1e••e:· nlilra oppres·sed layers th£:.t the moat self-sacrifaicing 

the revolution will como. · ___ : ·· . rJ· 
moment that the 1lOmmi tte~ makes its ap:,>earance, a ~~ ( 

~~:~isiesta"\!J.J.!tllJ>.d in._thEi. factory. lly its·. nry essence it presents the · 
:o "t'i'onal a tate because· it· includes· 1n itself tiVo ~rreconcil.able 

re>F-l.mes~· the ca:pita.,list and ·~he proletariat. !he fundrun:ntal 
tory comr•ittoes is. pr_eoisely contained 2n the fac. 
or~.. not to ·ei. direct rovolutl.onary then .to a 

me~:i.n- -the· s&izurc of, factories in the It2~liari· 
deCisive s:t;ep t6\ys-,rtl auch Ocizure·s •. _The pre-sent· 
cle.ss struge;le to an extreme point and brine nearer 
. ·But that :ioes not mean that the revolutional'Y-. 
stroke. Ac·tually 1 ts "-PPr6ach i.e si!;Ilalized ',bY. a · .. 

·c~nvu1Sions. One of these is a. wave of s:!.t~ h'~'~'''' 
· sections. of the "Fourtl~ Illterna-tional io to he:i,p 

v::;.ngua.rd i.md&rstanc. the eenel·al character e.nd tempo of our 
in time ·the st1·ugr;lf~ Of the mgsses with eve1' more 

iz~-tionaJ. mensnres ~ 

sharpenine of the proletariat's struggle means the sharpening of the 
meoaf,Ul~CS Of COUnterattack Oll the part Of C&.pai tal. li'ew WaVeS Of a it-down 

can call forth and undoubtedly will call forth reoolu~e counter-
• measures by the bourgeoisie. !'rc:;Jaratory work io already beine done by 
·the. confidential staffs of the bi.:;; tru<:ts. \toe to the revolutionary or
ga.nlza tiOna, woe J~o the· ~1roleta.ria. t if -it is co.u;~ht una~mre! 

The bourg_er:~isie is nowhere se tis!ied with the official _l)olice o.nd .h.rmy. 
In ~he us· even· durinr; peaceful times, the Oour.:reoisie m..1.intains militariz-ed 
batalli.ons of scabs and lJrivt~tely £~rr.:ed thut:~s in fact-ories. 1'o _this must 
be added the V?.riouo croUDZ of ~·~.merican lle~:..;is. The }lrench bourccoisie at 

t~, the:. first ~ien of do.nser Y!•Jbilized J.e;;<-~.1 anc: ccr.1i-lec;a.l detach.::1ents of 
Fasci~ts, inclt;.dinc uuch ;.•.s ~:l"'ci in ti-:,;.; .' .. r1;-;.y • .::::o aoone1· uoes the :;_;res:JUl"'e 
of the Enr;lish WOl"'kerril once more become otron..:.:er th:.-m im.nlodia.tel~r the 
Faeciat bu.nd.s are dou"bled, tJig)led, increo.s:ed tanfold to come out in a 
bloody march nc:!linst the 1rorkers. The: bourc;eoisit! l~et;ps itself most o.du
quately informed about -~he fact th"t inth3 llrcsent ejJoch the class strum;le 
irreoistabl~' tendo to tl'::..nsform itself into total Ytar. The e::-:amples o:f 
Italy, Germany, J~,ustria, Spain,J&and other countries taueht consiclere.bly 
more to the mar;na. tenand lr,ckeys of o~.pi tal than the official leaders 
of the :;Jroletariat. 



and .third internationals, ao well an 

![~jt{j~E~!~!,fi[~~~~~~;~~r:~ c.:.nsciouoly olos.e their eyea to the otherwise they could not presel'Ve -their 
,,,.,.,,,,.,_, four hourz .. The ,reformists syatema tecally' 

of worker·s the notion that the sacredness 
. guaranteed when the bourcreoioie is arm6d to 

·. - . "'..;h the worl~e1·s are una:rraed. 

':.::The duty 'of the ~'ourth Inter~~tion,,l is to p~t an enr.t to su<:h ~:::;:::J 
•:politics, once and· for all •. The pe'tty-bcurgeois democrats - iri~ 
Sooia1 'Democrats·, StaJ.inis.ts, and Anarchists -.~ell louder acrainst 

.. , ·-·the struggle· against ·faaciem the ,cravenly they C!\pitulate to it ·· · 
. actually.· Only armed l-7orkero detachments, who f~el the r.up1,ort of 

:. · tens of millions of toiler a behunil them .'can successfully prevail 
agS:irist .the fascist banda. The struggle ~ ar:ainat f»scism C.:oes not 
start. in tile Libe~·al 1 s .edl torial office but in tho fa.otory - and ends 
ends in the 'strefit. 3cabs and" priv·ate gun men in fo.ctory plan to 
are·:-.the natucl,ii of the faacist arr.w. This is our .;>oint of 

oonr.eotion wt oh every strike ar:d atreet der.1onstrati'n11, 
in~.P•~r•~tive to prc;~age. te. the. necesai t;; of creatine; workers gtiax·ds 

I·t is necees~r.y_ -~;o write this slogan into the l'O-

r~:;"~~~~~it~;~~~~;~~.~:j of the trade. unions. It is im!>era tive every;1here :;; ; [)eg:~n,nl.ng· 11i th the youth groupe, to o1·ganize grou;>s for 

!~~~~:t~:r ther.t with the u:::ie of arms ... :&:'!.new , :· -. 
serve .not only to increase the .. ·. ' .. ' . 

so to unite them according .to ~•iighbor'~ . 
nec.essary t.o. ·gi>ve an ·-organiz_Eid ·ex-. . ~'1·:,'. 

wox·kerc ' 'tx. tom:ird the · ·. . ' 
··~Ar.,ats •. It if.l necessary· t'o. ·ad~ 

"'):i,~~t{~~·~~l.i'~ ~~~:?~~~J:::~:!ll;;~~~~~~ the one seriuus' guarant.ee ',, 
~ r . iations, mec.tin;:.s, and. the. 

12631 


