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Daar Friénda:

I was so completely exhauated yesterday when I aompleted the

.chapﬁer<en'the dialsetic ~= The French Revolution and German Philesophy !

that I did not ferward a covering letter with it. This 48 the mest

.diffloult ahapter of the whole bsok and needs to he introduced fore

mally by the leoal chairman in the manner in whinh the firat disoussion
of the Dboolt weas dona, A%t the sama L{ime there 1g one conarste question
that I will wish dlacussed, It is thls: Now that I have the whole
mzierial hefore ms I feel that after the ooavention and disouesion I
will wish to rewrite Chapter ) on the Industrizl Revolutlion and
Classlnal Political Eoonomy and this Ch. 2 on Brench Revolutlon as

one chapter and oall it elither THE REVOLTIOJS AND ECONOMIC AND
POLITICAL THO!GHT or THE AYE OF REVOLUTIONS: Sndustrial, Soocid]l-REXTHYK
Pnlitioal, and Intelleactual, The point would be to open the modern
world with the revelutions which indeed laid its foundstions and

poged the questions as well of its ultimate development which we are
now living through, :

It is only when I aotually started woerklng out the philosophic
problam on blaok and white in its strictly philosophie implications
that 1% finally became poaslble to sharpen up the great divide in the
state capltalist tendency between the Johmsonites and us, . We did
a therough job on that politleoally., Now i1t suddenly became clear that
one of the threes fundawmental attitudes, fundamentally falge approsches -
to Hegel, was precisely the Johnsonite which is now placed along with
the Communist and academic as the sheerest sophistry, one more pa-
pect of the Existentlalism which maniuplates the dialectle to fit
any argumsnte it wlshed like a Fhlladelphia lawyer arguing both,
absolute opposite, sidea of the guestisn with equal glibness. Thuz
to Ksufman Hegel was both the philesopher of the erunter-revoliditlon
and of the permanent revoluti=n while "“the Absolute” was both supposed

‘to deslgnate us and the Existentiallests ae inaorporating all nf past.

culture, Wo wonder we couddn't ever get hack to the wark on GQAPTIAL,
that is, Marxism, _ -

Each genération must reinterpret Marxiam for itgself == Marx hinm-
self did for the 3 decades of his development and that of the working
clase movment af the 1840's through the 1848 revolution; the 1850'a
and the 1860's when a new dlalectic came out of the very struggles
of the workers in America and in France. Each perlod; ae each
thought} eanh activity as each appearance has its own dialeotie, und
t-ia you camnot learn by rate, hut only a2fter you have abaorbed the
vast, studled conrretely the present, can you finally have a oun-
tribution to make on ysur own, Anyone who hias ever been in any of
the moyments that call thems lves Marxist has heard, and repeated by
rote, that the 3 elements of Marxism arei liegellian dialantiea, “
Clagssical Politleal Eoonomy, and the doctrines of the French Revdgl tion.
After which they prosceeded to fight for 5¢ more in wages. In a word,
1t meant ahsolutely nothla - t9 them for their day bessuse 1t meant
nothing they needed to rellve of the pist., The truth Iz that only
with the present hook does each periosd acome alive in what 1t wueant,
then when 1t hannened; what it meant t2 Marxi and what it means to
relive 1t now.

Take tbw the French Revolutionl It had a dialectic of its own,
The develovment from th~ 3astille t1l the Enrages anid a good way to
remember the Enrazes 13 to remrmber what 1t meansd INDIGNANT HSARTS,

Now the movement uaed to repea only the Jacobins a8 the Bhepoea
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and as lete 25 1936 J uade 1t -"Tne Blaok Jacobina" while thers are
8ome men who would haye Been the field handg rather-than tne. codohmen
.88 the greateat aontribution, In any caes, Marx saw at cnce, vhan he
broke with bourgeois sorlety and tuimed to 3tudy ths Great Frenah Reve- -
lution that 1t the dewspest layer:, the zplf=-
[ urban paor, where lay the foundationa fop the
lopment of nroletarian struggles, That 1s "one element? of
doatrine of Marxisw that now comes te life mnd 15 the unlfying
ale - That 18 why fer the firai time with ug
"Hi ' red as if 1t wors
Bomething algo ' ifeblood of the Marxian
theory without .

Now the dialectio of the Frenah Revolution insofaer aa the grauat

"Ugsois thinker wag ahle 4o see was that it was a proseas of dovel=
opusnt, a conatant oversoning or contradictions, yoy dldnfit get to
freedon or the abeolute at one full 8wpop but through_maeting_anemies
and Sveraasning them, through eantradiotions with vour uwWn previous -
revolutionary leaders gg the Jaoobins, eta, The METHOD  then, desplta
‘the faot that +o him world history was g developwent of the world o
apirit to Hegel, of revolutionary human activity, dislentingl devel-
-opment, 18 what Hegal ats 11 othepr philosophers, when
they did sens 164 40 reconolle by "the w11y -
8f.:good men® op 21ity and running to qod,
‘At least Hagel! thought, wae on thig earth,
not 14 heaven, e -
Ut it is materiglienm
r there 18 o

French Revaoluti ' the 1mpulse,'tpaugh
~he himgelf e3ull ast 7 ot working out theip
freedom hv themselven [ t g only for the alite
phileso-hers, 1 Hegel on his feet, 1t
needed a Hagel the prerequisitas Tor Marxism,

© One final word in this Introduatisn ts the chapter on the dialectin,
It cannot be geparated from the Absolute for it ig the method .of the
Abgslute, 1t thie day ang Age you think of abaglute unly as thoukkt
if st thia day and ape You nannqoet matnrialistinally interpret that last
¢hapter of Hegel, then yay get to the freedom of 8z0lalism iike a holt
from the blue, a3 pupe supty zpitation in ths manpner of the SIP or the
Joheonites, If, o1 the othep hand, vou hive waorked it sut, then you
hav faced the taak imme of reintarpreting Marxism
Tor your own generation, ¢ 821d that the twq poles of my
hook would he the Ahsolute Idea ana Automition neapie thought,.I wag
a8 blt off; hy wow T Lone evaryone ean 8e0 whit hard work awaitg us now
that we havye recognized wh.t aneeifleally 15 oyp age and our joh in it
38 Dart of the farward movement. of the masges 4o full freesdomp,
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