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l'a.rt I of th06e l'h1lo>Ml,lh1e .l1otee cenahh. of: .extracto !rom ·Lenin'• 
~hiloaophts Notebooko, ~••• wo~o ~i~ten in 1915, ~t the timo the holo­
caust o! Wo~1d War ! IIIO.do 4 ahamblo~ of tho. wrld !n general l1l1ll. of tho 
0v:w;:un.rd0 ' (o!£icial !!ax-.dom) in parti.c1:l.llr, It .p.n s.t th~• crit_:ca:;. pn1d 
in.h1atcey. tb,!Lt Lel11n folt colll!'llll.Jsd to atudy H•.gel'a Soi'lnca of .uodc, Far 
:from .bDi!lg ili cmuion of the political ta.oka of i:he mo""':.t. 1t w.a e. recog­
nition that· th .. time'demnlled :\n!initel:r lllt>re ths.n tht> more counterpao1t1o!l 
of· .. cerroct 'polltice.l polic:r againot a wrong political r1oliey • 

Wnat aont Lenin· to elamine the ver:r !o~tiona of Hor~inm--~ta 
lieg~l1a.n :fh1locoph1c 'baae--...s ·the ve17 fs.ct that h9 wa co ahoclced by the 
German So.:l.'tJ. Democra.e:r•a.vot~ W&r credita to the EB.iae~ that h9 conaidorad 
the :l.asuo of ·Vor~=t.i, ""-ich SJli10Unce-d. it, e.a a forger:r par;petra.ted b:r · 

· Imporit.1 Germa.n;y, 1nctead of tho &ctuol mirror of the Socond Inte,..t1ona.l.1o 
thinking. ' ~ 

~ooo Y;?~obooko anrk the groat divide in l'&r-xiam. ~ey wei's 
Leninlu ;preparation fo:l' hia vriti~~gs on Imperialiom,a.nd Stt.te snd. Stnte and 
Rew1ut1.on. ae>\l.•cll· ·a;·,!or the aQtual E.ussia.ii'B.evolut1Qn in ilcn"amber _1917. 

\ ·. ~ ·_ ' ' . . 

· ~1a ia tho t1rot Englieh tranola.ticn ·of: the reca.rkq ldli<:h l;oo!lill. 
made to himonlf ao he otui1ed H~el'a Science of Logic and Hiotorz q!. 
Phileoophr.· I ma.do the rougo tranala.t1on of Len1n'a.Notobcoko in 1948. 
It 1a 1mpou1ble here to r.eproduoo the woi.e text aa 1~ 1D a book unto. 
1holf, conahting m1nl;y of lre.gol' a work•• with underlininga ot all norh 
and 'o1da remark9. end aphoriaLIO 'tr;y Le:Un. I hope ·the extro.cta will •encl. the 
readerc to tho entire text by I.-euin aa well aa Rogel' a Science of Lode 
itself" 

In 1950, under the impact of the min""'li' atr.!.ko ~~J?Uked by- e.utom.­
tion (the oontinuouo miner), I returned actively ta the w1ting or a book 
on Marxiom lolllich· I nov celled "tho Len~11· book" becauoe I conce!ved -Lenin' a 
Notebook; aa .central to tho vork:, I ,.,_,ted a worker preoent a.t the oral 
preaentatlon· of the thedD· because the wale I>01nt ...... that unleoG tbe JI'.Qat 
pro:f~und 1deaa of Marx were qeooed oo oimpl;y l1l1ll. directly that tile . 
average worker wuld underctsnd. it· bad 11Q moiUWlg et all. Otherwise it 
WO'Jl.d ba,ve lout o.ll ·ita Par:Pooe for the new im:troJ.aes can come from no""-ero 
but out o! the atruggleu, thinld.ng, and aop1r .. t1ona Cf the wrk1ng c:la.•­
espec1ally American W?rkoro. 

Whore> Lenin, in 1915, could kaep hio :philooophic diocoverie• in 
private notebooko, we could not do no 1~ tho.l950~. It did not ~tter in 
1915 beca.uae by 1917 tho Ruuaia.n vorl::ero hed, in aetual1t:r, trano:f'oi·ned 
the old crdar. llut nov that iluo&ia, far from 'boing a \l<)rkt>ra state, 1o 
the groo.test tyranny on earth, we had to !eca the queot1on that io iu 
everyone'• mind: vha.t happen• .u= wrkero gain power? Are we al-...aya to 
be coll!rontod with" labor burcauet•a.q? Our age hao oo J:lO.tured. that wa 
muat begiu with the wo~kore themaeh·ee ;participating in th9 vo~ki!lg out 
of tho philoaophic, that 1e tp oay, tota.l outlook. That 1c the roaaon tho 
recont uerieo ot lecturo; hnvo,bcen ~crtaken beforo tho writ~ng.ot the 
book11 
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Part II conaiato of an exe~ge of lettero on Kegolla Abacluto 
Idea, lolhich..J;,call the concept of" now aociot.,-•. ~lG.Y wera,..itto:> ln 
195~. !rhat ....,. tho year of. Stalin'• death'• on tho ona hand, and.the Z..a.t 
German ll.ovolt, on tho .othor hand, J.. new era of utruggle tor troed.om had 
opened Vith the l:aat .German ro....,lt, and. within a few wa~k•. it we tolloweO. 
b;y '"' r..Volt in.· the alava llibor ""cpa of Vorkuta inoide.E.uoal.a \tool!, 
Olee.rly·, Stalin'• death symbolized ~ho beginning of, tho end of t9talita.""inn- -
1om. !!'he mtnr1 t;y of t!>o nge could bo aeon in the !act that the average 
~ pn the atreot and the philosopher wore aak!ng one and th& same qy.oation: 
~· aan be tree ·in thia nge of t.otalitarian buree.uoracy1 We leaped gena.,._ : 
tiona ahead wen tho workera in a oatellite countr;r and thooo 1:1 olo.ve labor 
camps tnok mttora into their own hands and thus illuminated tho· road Dh•B<l 
to a n$v society. 

. l$!'.!0 had. opened a new ora in production with the first aorioua 
intredu.ction of automation in tho fort~ o! tho contin1lQU.Il miner. From 
the first :l.nduatrial revolution, the newl;y-b.:.rn factor:r prol9~l.at .gained 
tha impulse to. otruggle for. tho .ohortening o£ tho work!ng 'da;y0 and thero1JT 
eata.bli~ed a new· philuooph.Y, "'n plaeo cf the };ocpous catalo~ o£ the. 
'.in!!.li.oMblo r1ghta of """'' ~ !-fa.rX wrote in hie grO&~cat theoretical work, 
·OAPim, •comeli tho modeot. Magna Oherta of a. legall;y l'imited world~, 
which ~hall make cloa":. ]lolhen :pho tine which thG worker nel.lo. :l.n el:llied, , 
and WOn hid OW becin~ •. l Wb:J.t a diatance 'W8 ha.v9 travelledln . 

. . !!'he. aecon~- induatrl.al revolution waa being tmalated. 'b;r the 
wo:.kora· the wrld over into s..ne\t h=niom~ . Navar haVII thtq. posed the 
qunation more. cl(larl;y t.a· not 'bei~ one of material pOaseoniona no:.- an:me.l. 
wges but of cond:l.tiono ot labor· 1n a t'imda.me:itall;y nov ~ of li!o. · 
Without ~hia 'lllliverll&l ph:l.loeophie !om, st.ate eapitaligm as a tend~nc:r. 
would remain economist and incomplete. .Uthough we, an a otate capitalht 

: tendar.cy, had baen sa;ying tor ..-~r• that we live in an age ot abaolutea, 
tliet the. taak: ·o£ the· theorotici&llu- wri the working out_ ClO.teriaHoticall;r of: 
Kegel'• laot ~pter on '!"no Abeolute Idoa., wo ""ro unable to relate lohu 
daily o\rugglea- of the worlcera to this total conception. ~he. llia.turi t;r of: 
the age, on tho other lwld, diaclosed 1te~lf 1n the !act tho.t, with auto­
ma.t1on, the worker b~gim to quantio» the very !!lode o! labor, !rh1lll the 
w>;kera bogiu. to. !IBlla concrete, and thereby extended. J.far:' .. ;profoundeut 
conceptions, tor the inDormoet core of the I>i>.r:dn:l dialectic, around lolhit!h 
everything ·~urno, .io tl!at the trans!ormatior. of cociet:r CIW!t begin with · 
tho materlal li:t'e. o£ the worker, the producer, - · · 

In 195), lolhen we ~re p:-epadJIS to cor:J.e' o':lt with a paper tliet 
would be a break from all previous radl.cal. po.pere, I turned to ph:l.loso)!h7 
and eaw in the Absolute Idaa. tho br~down of tho 41 vioioe bot ween l:heoey 
and practice in tho r:1ove~ent tor total froadom. ~t wa new wa.• that • 
there wa.u o. dialectic not alone in" the oovement !'rom theor'it'o practice,· 
but from ~raetice to theory. ~t, in esSence~ ~D tho giut of the lutteru 
to Hauser, the phil.ooophor-dosigl!&te, wo, a:r.ter demurring a d&;y or so, 
car:J.e back:. with her usual hypar'bol~: '"I think tho.t theee noteo ropreeent 
~Philosophic N9tebooks, comparable ~o thoae o:t' VL in'l9l5," 

Johnoon, the ~itular !o~~der of tho otate capitalist ~oadency, 
boweYor, had other 1deao, Ho ~ever acknowledged receiving tha letter, 
and whea Hauser cace to pic with enthuciaam for all the "diocovories• I 
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.hall. ~e. 1-a'll'~ed to c!lut bar ue ~ ••• ~thad preTl.oua~ '!!sell ... 
li tora:ey cl1que IIOV bOc:atiG 0, pbiloaopbic • cliqu.> a a vell, • . 

;the titular bead of t.ho nte.'oa eap!.tal1at '•ondene)-. !~.!rom look.. 
1ng OLt t.ha a~d o! ;production and otago of wrken ::evolt, ,;.,.a buoy e,..,._ 
1ning the •aoc1el perao!lBlityh o! •orig111Bl eharactare• and' the •un1qaaneoa• 
o! the craat 11torar,: writerd, 'to which tho 119\t hulu.t11om o! the great Ee.at 
GoriCIUl :lla'i"Olt played a aeoo~:y role, 

. x·t 1D bigb t11:!9 t~ t<bol1ah'the diviol.on betvoen tho •th!Joret1cal 
lGadora• and .•the ra!ilc IU4d !1lo" au wll aa botvoen n~he 1n.a1a.o• and •the 
outddeu. \lllile the :Corm 111 Wic:h tha' ic!.aa~ firot evolved 111 the mi%14 o:£ 
tho o.uthor ~· l:ough &lid &van abotruau, 111> otago 111 tboevolutl.on of tho 
book noed be kept priwte, !!'boas notes &lid thaaa lottoro a.ro bai%!g pul>-
l:l.ahad for .!!J..J,. \rho are intioraotad.. · 

· :netroit,'Mic:higan llDW' 
>Iovomber, 1955 

•-t··~ ··~·· , I . , 

!rh1a firat Engiioh trnnala.t:l.on of Lollilll a Phiioao-cllic ll'otebooka, 
:l..a mr.c!.s. !rom.tha lluaa:l.an., ,.;. publiohee. :CroC. Lamnla ha.lldwr:l.tl.Dg b:y the 
Mar:r..EIIgel.:.r.anin Xnutit\l.ta, :C:I.rut :l.n 1929, e.nd aga:l.·n in 1~7. · · · 

. . . . . - . . 
· Loflin uoad. a. Gorman e<U.t1on, l!agol'a ~. All· c! Lon:l.n'• 

roforences are to t!ls.t edition. . . 

!to mak~ 1t ono:l.or !or tho :Engl1oh reac!.or to !ol;t.ow Lenin'n 
ra:Corencea to l!ogel, the translator has uaoa. the ot~dard Engli~ 
ed:l.)':l.on~ .A.ll page nU..bara ci~&d h•r~1n in· 'bracketB L J refer to 
l!ogolls Science o:C Logic tranel,.taa. b)" Johnaton e.nd. Struthare, Ma.clU.:i.:Lan 
co •• ~929o 

••• ·~.'4!. 
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