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Part I of these Jhilesezhie Notes consiets of .oxtracts from Lenin'a

m&,g Netebooka, Theoe were writter in 1515, ot the time the holow
caust of World War I made a chambles of the world in general and of the

"vauguard® {official Marxicm) in particclar. It <o &6 thin eritical point
in history thet Lenin felt commslled to atudy HEegallag Scisnes of Liozig, JFar
froxm olng 4n evagdon of the political tacks of the moment, 1t wase a Tecog—

nition that the time demanded infinitely more than the mare counterpositicn -

of w etrroct political policy against & wrong political molicy,

Woat gant Lenin to examine the very faui:,ﬂ.a.ticnu of Harxinm-ita
Hogellan pthilosophic base-~wns tho very fact that ha wns mo shocked by the

Garman Soclal Democracys.voting wer credita to the Eaiger that he conaldered

the iasus of Vorimrts, which announced it, as & forgery pverpetrated by |

" Imporial Qermany, inctead of the actual mirror of the Socand Internstionailas

thinking, S
Thoaa Notebooke morl the grost divide in Marxiam, They weve

‘Lenin's yproparation Cor hle writings on Imperiaiisn,and State end Stats prd

a-:_ro‘.i.uti.éu, ::'ﬁall—,'anl-igor_ the actual Rugsisii'Revolution in Hovember 1927,

. - Mhig ic tha f1Fot Hnglick trenclation of the remarke which Lemim
mada to himealf ac he etudied Hegello Sclenca of Yogic and History of.

-Philgooyhy. I made the rough translation of Lenin's Netobooks in 1948,

It is impoesitle here to reproduce the whole text ags %v ia & book unto.
itself, consisting mainly of Hegel's worke, with underlinings of all gorts
and eide remarke and arhorisus by Lemdn. I hope the extracte will mend tha
resders to the eatire text by Ienin ag well as Hegel! & Science of Togie

: Ataelf, - - .

In 1950, under the impact of the minerd' antrike srarked by sutora~

tion (the continuoua miner), I raturned actively to tho writins of a book
on Merxlsm which I now called Ythe Lenin book? bocause I concelved Lonin'a
Hotabooke as.central to the vork, I wented & worker present &t the oral

presentatlon of the thesis because the »hole polnt was tha% unless tha rogh

rrofound ideac of Marx were expressed so simply and directly that the
everago worker would undergtand, it kszd ny meaning at all, Otherwise it
would bave loat all its purpose for ths mew impulses can come from novhers
tut out of the wirugglow, thinking, and aspirations of the working claogo—e

eepocially Amorican workerd.

Where Lenin, in 1915, could keep his thilosophic discoveriew in
private notebooke, wa could not do so ix the 1950a. It &id not matter in
1015 becauas by 1917 the Russian workers had, in actuality, tranaformed
the old crdar, But now that Hussla, far from toeing a vorkera atzte; ic
the greatost tyranny on earth, we hzd te faca the quegtiocn that is in
sveryone's mind: what happens AFTER workers gain power? Are we alwaya to
ba confronted with & labor bureaucracy? Our age has so mabured that wa
must besin with the workore themgalves varticipating in the working out
of thg philosophic, thut is to cay, tofiel outlock, That ic the roacon the

;ecent eeries of lecturas have been urdertaken befors the writing of the
ool,
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Part II consists of en exchange of letters on Hogolln Absclute
Idea, which I call tke ‘concopt of a naw coclety.. ey wora writtea in
1953, That waa the year of Stalin's. death, on the ong hand, end.the Fast
Gorman Rovolt, on the othor hand, A new era of étruggle for froedonm bad
opencd with the Iaat Gorman rovelt, acd within a few waeks it wae Zollowed.
by ‘s revolt in the slave labor ceumps of Torkuta ingide Ruseia itoslf,
¢learly, Stalin'a death oymbolized the beginning of thoe end of %ptaliterlan~
4em, The maturity of tho age coéuld ©e seen in the fact that the averago
man on the streat and the philosopher were asking one and the sama queatloen:
Cap man Le free in this age of totaliterlan Tureeneracy? We leaped gonera~
tiones ahead when the workerc in a patellite country and thoen in plove laber
eampa tool: mattera into thelr own hands and thus illuminated tha road shsad
to & nev goclety. ; - .

< 1470 had opened & new era in production with the first gerioua
tntrodustion of sutomation iz the form of the continugus miner, From
the f£irst indugtrisl revolution, the newly-ovurn factory prolotariat gained
the Ampulse to etruggle for the chorianing of the working day, and thereby
estabdliched & vow rhilogophy. ' place cf the pompous eatalogus of the,
tinalionnble rights of wmnff Marx wrote in his groatcat theoretical work,
CAPITAL, "comes the modeat Magna Charta of u legelly limited workdng~day,
which shall make clear !when.fhe %{ims which the worker cells 1o ended, |
*  pnd vhon hig own beginu,! What a diatanca we bave travelledl®” :

. The second industrial ravoluticn was being tranclated by tho
workers’ the worléd over intoc &.new huraniem, . Naver have they posed the
quastion more cliarly &e not being one of matorial posseaciong nor auaval
wages tut of conditlons of labor in a fundamentally new way of 1ife,
Without thin univerdal philoeophic fora, state sapitalism as a tenduney,
would remain economist and incomplete, Although we, as & etate capitalist

: tendoncy, had been saylng for years that we live in an sge of absolutes,
that the task of the theoreticigna was the working cut paterialistically of
Hegello lagt chaptor on Jae Absolute Idez, wo were unavle to relate tho

‘daily struggles of the workera to this Stotal comception. The maturity of
the nge, on the other hand, diselosed L5gd1f 4n the {act that, with auto~
ratlon, the worker bogan to quastion the very nmode of labor,, Thus the
workers began to, zake conerote, and thareby extended, Marx!a profoundest
conceptiong, for the innermwat core of the Marviaz dimlectis, around which
everything turnas, is that the tranaformatior of soclety tusgt begin wlih -
the material 1life of the worker, the producer, ) )

In 1653, vhen we wera xreparing to ¢ome nut with a paper that
would be a break from all previcvus rg.dica'.l..pa.pers, I turned to philosorphy
and wsaw in the Absolute Idea the breakdewn of the divisior botween theory
and practice in the mevement for total frocdom, What was new was that
there wae 3 dlalectic not alone in the nmovement Irom theory to practicey
but from practice to theory, That, ia aspence, was the giot of the lottors
to Hauser, the philoccpher-desigrate, who, after demurring a day or o,
came back with her usual hyperbole: 'PI think that fhese motes represent
our. Philosophic Notehooks, comparable to those of VL in’ 19150 .

Johngor, the sitular founder of the stete capitalist %endency,

howaver, had ather ideas, He cever acknowledged recelving the latter, ..
and when Hauser came to him with enthusizen for all tha "digcoveriesV I
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“had mate, ks mazazed to chut hor up too. ‘hat had previously teecn a
iitorary clique now became a philesoghic cliqus as well, o

" Jhe titular hoad of the ntata capitalist tondency, far from look-
ing ot the stags of production and ntage of wurkera rovolt, was busy oxxi—
ining the %poclal personalityl of Moriginal charactors® and the Puniquenens'
of the groat literary writers, %o which tho new humanicm of the greal Eash
German Revelt played a secondary role, :

. %% 20 high time to ubolish tho divislon between tho Ythaoretical
Yeadora® and Fthe rank aud filo® au woll as botween "the inglda’ end "tha
outeife”, WHhile the form in which the' idens first evolved in the pind of
tho sutbor are -~otgh mand cven abstrusy, mo otage in thaevolution of the
book nowd be kept private. Those notes and thege lettors are baing pub—
lighed for all who are interested. . -

. Detrodt, Michigan. . . W
. Wovember, 1955 : '
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- This firct Englich tronclation of Loninls Philogorhic Notelookd,
1g mrds from the Bussian, Au published from Lenin's handwriting by tha
Marx-Engels-Lenin {notituta, firct in 1329, end again in 1547, ° )

Lenin used a Gorman ecv.tidn. Hegalto Werka, All.ef I.ani.n'
roferences ere to that editlon. ’ . g

Mo make it easicr for the Eoglieh reader to follow Leninin
voforences Lo Hogel, tho translator hes used the standard Englich
edition. ALl page nimbers cited herein in brackats L _J reter %o
Hogel's Sclence of Logic trandlated by Johnston and Struthers, MacMiilan
064419294 . ’ ’
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