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Iii'TROI>ll::lT!ON; 

t'ull t'J'<Oedbm on both s.idea. of the Ir~n Ourtai~, there 1e a 

veri tabl& ~mllpiraoy to 1dent1rY Marxism, a theory or l1bera• 

t1gn, with 1to ~ppos1te 1 Oommuntam, the theory and praot1oe 

ot cnali;,Vel4tlnt0 i'hia book &11:8 to ri-e!Jt.abliah Marxlam :tn 
U.~ ertgt.nl!l f'orm, whloh Ml!.l:'X called I' a tluoreuflhgll1ng na• ,, ' . 
'lil.lli'i&l.iam, or l:lu~~an1aq." · The til.ct that t.ha. might ot Ruaaia 

1e uaed to cover '.IP 1 ta barbarbm under tl1e name . ot 1Urxfa111 

·makes 1t a·ll the moro ure;ent to l~t Marx s0eak t'ol," M.iiuielt'o 
• I "t" • , , 

.Mt.rxlam 1a a theory· of' l1be.rat1on ... er 1t ·ia noth1n5<o 
- - ' ' ' ' - - . ' ' - . . . . - : 

.~io.ali If&~ wall oonoe:mad. w1th the' treedC)m of' hu~!ty, and· 
- .,__ .·. ,' .. '. ' .. · .. ;.•. .-... _·. •, ._, __ '" . 

. . . I. • _- . _- . . _- ~ ',' '_ .. ··with, iil,.':tnentablo waste o,t,huil!&n llt'e which' 111 the abaoluta 
' .. ' ' ~~~ . "; ,._. "-

}~~¥~ ~1: ·.of' aap1 tall at devaoloi-tnt~ Ruiui.~n; O;otflinlnia\1 , 1e 
: ilen~~~l!: wfth the raa1r.•i>rtng of oap1taU~111 - pay1n~ t~· -~ -' ·.•'.- -. . . . ' ' -•- .. _. .·: ·,· ... ._. ' ', "" 

· · •.. Yor'ter tl'.8- 111n1llilm alld oxtract1ne;·t~o1Q h1DI the. DulxiliUllo Ttte;:r 
. - ~ ' . -. ,. . . 

~ub thh. "the Plan."·· MAn nalled it the. law of value and IIUJ'-
, .. 

plue valle'; l<nd pred1atod that 1 t Unhindered develep!J:eni WOuld 

-~-

(( 

•:,, 

leaa til tlie iioiloentration or oapital. "in t~ hand• ~t a ~iti8h·~-' -,,, 
capi.tal1at or a dngle oapi tallst corporation." Our epoch hall . 

been oharaoterized by "• struggle tor the 1111nda of' &en." Unl••• 

th1• struggle begins with a conaept of' totally new relation• 

of' un to labor and man to ~~~an, 1 t -ta hollaw, 

H1thezoto, the AtDerioan roots of' Marx1em have reJUa1nod 

hiddAtn. It i'i;c:.~own, ai-~bough not wtdel.y, that Marx' a.idecl the 

North during the OiV1l War 1n the United Stat••• Leaa well• 
ltnown 1s the fact that the ~ths at the Aboli t1 on1nta and 

MArx nroasad at that time, What is not known at alJ. 1s th:lt 
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tor the .ei(',ht-hour day. Harx a 'll!!pletaiy rurg~<n:h:ed the etruo•· 

t.ure. of 1111 Sl"'ateat theoretloil.l w~rk, OA?,ITAL. !hi's ·1a an&lyzed 

bere fo!' .. th., t1rat. tl!~•• The new unity of theory ~.nd pr-aat1ae, 

whiah oh!lraat.e!'i&ltd the f"o,.ty Y"";rs of Marx '• ma.tur1 ty (164:3 • 

.. 1~:;), 1a thlt oo~l11ne; noed of our o·~n epoch a.a w.,ll. T!J.1a 

. 'book oo.vera the m~dorn machine· asu from 1 ts b1!'th :!.n the Indue• 

trlsl llevolut.lon to its pl'nent•da;r dewl.optllent in Autom&.t1r;n • 

. 'l'iiwe load1ils r~tranda of thought are developed hel'ltl 
. ,, :-. ' ··:~ :. . . ·- . ' - . 

'·· 1) ~·: e~lut1en or Engllllh poUt1ol&l eaonomy,. Freeh revol.u~ioDII.ey · 

. : . ~~cit~~. ~· Gei'JIIan ideal1at (P.il~lic.r.oJ• ~~::,~~1apliy, .1n relation · · ·. 
·:-~\·---·.·-·_.-._, ·-:_-·.· .. ' :·,_ ' . . .- . . -~~-: ... :-- .:,. : ··.- .·- '·. ·_.;.\ :-.-)': '., .... 
· tliti .a:otu&l aocio1al. development· I 2). tho dS'nlopment or 'Marx hili · 

~;.s:~";;J•f.•.·:·,~·.ln:;M~...Jt··.1·'~~.•· ~· a<~d:a1nao, 1.n rel.aucn t.o't!ie, ac~ual. ~lae.a .~l"U~L; . 
. • .. - '•' '• ,. ' ' . . ' ( ·_· . ' :: ··_ .. ':.,::' 

methilda~og !lr Marx1lllll ir.ppl,_,., to the' problema that' arhe .· . ,i 

r•,l;t..;;.:"'''·.·, ·,.·.: •. : ;;";~:ralit::the', trend t~ard. state ae.p1 tall. am on ·t~ otie ha.rid, . and a 

•, monment tor absolute f'readom on the utlulr. . . ' ,. 
·~ ,· 

... Tbe todayo.neaa Of' Karxian; rlllWB froril thiS: no. 'phi).O~Opher 

·:~:";:co•='· :· .. c •iul.• tiva'io• had ii grl!<.ridei~ oonl)ept or humanity thlin di:d l~rx. and yet 

. no plilleaophlo c~nnupt1on wae ever rooted more deeply 1n tha 

t1rat neoeu1ty or human IJOo1ety - labor and produc·i;un. 

The problema Marx posed theoretinally 100 yeara ago are 

· ba·ttl•d aut. today as nonnnte matters 1n the t'antory and.!!! 

IIG014tl &B. a whOlt! I Oan human power r&alize freedOlll out or 
oapita11et. despotism? or •. as we '""'ld •phrase 1 t today I Ifill 
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c1vUhat1on eurrtvo t.he H•bomb? . . 
· 'llsadl1Ma, it 1a 111 pro\iunt.iorJ, HARXISM .ii.ND FREF.DOH begl.na, there• 

:f'ol'l>, nat. w1th Mal'lC but wit.'> the 1ndustr1&.1 rav~lut1o11 wh1nh · .. 

und.f!rmined the old i'euds,l: ?l'der ~.nd 11 t the sam" t1~ nreat.ed tiie 

oallltal1et, and tho rar.tory worice7.', 

Until the developmont or the total1tar1&n state the ph1loao­

PhlO 1'1nindat1on ~f ~1.111!1 waa Mt fully undel'atood, Only todii.y 

1a .. 1t P!!Uible tG aomprehond 1lhat ~arx'a reject1o n or the .. 

t~f;~jff'~~·;;.;;W:~.~:·~~:;ei~::l.:o:o:1:•:nt.1f1o eoono111o t~e11riea~ o:F~ rro111 being a .. 
jj: M&rxibAoieli hill per•parit1~•. ci:f the 1novltabl~ 

. ·. :- ·.· : .. . . :. . . ..;,_.,- .. ·_: •;, 

~2J~~;0;~~~~e~~s~i~~~c.·~·-~-, ,.. ...... ·. till111m: and tbe ri•.~ .of; .~ ~·" ~u~~l'l :o~~r.;:.~~ il!i ,, ·".' __ -
l'!I•&J:lll .. l':Loln th'lt 'I!Orker~ wciuld eoek un1vereali~y and, co,.Pleteneu -·,-··;· 

' - ,·:-;:.,. , .-· '• •, ... • ; ! • , • ·._. •, : ' ,, , , \r , ., , ·, • 'I , •, •\.lr .. ." • ,· 

t!l\e:S.r aot.ual 11oa1_al Uve·a _all produoeors, 9eoauae Oliiii111Un1em ·WR~ :·.· . 
. . ·{:''-'-1-l. • ... ' . ' ' . 
- . e .. ~N· re3eot.1iln or private prop!lrt:rt Co:uwn111111 to I~l'lt was %ot. · 

.:.'ih~:'i.al.cof' huun_develilpment, t:m ·rorm ot ,hu!!lan so~iety.H. 
. ' . ·"-, ' 

~""~-~·:-co':'"-"'"'-:~~·•o-·. ~~ f~~II&W tl~_e_:~>reacent trend to>f.s.J'(i state oap1ta}ism not 

. because he wa• a prophet but beoo.use. 0·~ hh' d11\leat1oal. method 

o:f' tracing t.hrough to the end all trenda of soa1e.l deJ.velopll!8nt. 

It 1a i!llpossible to understand Marx' a rae.~or th<!oret1o~l ltorlt 11' 

one .begins by thinking that the part.1nu'L9.r m'"tt: ~d, Hegelian dla• 

lootlos, 1s an abaurdit:r. The ab~urdit:r would be ·tf tne mathod' 

wera the proo:f', The proof nan ollaiq be in J)rantine, in the aotual, 

developrner~t o·r aoniet:r l.tsel:f'o 

·.· 
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:1) t.llo Amer1oan)fOY.~Iters, apeoitically the 1111nera and' aut., wo_rlr:ez:• 

who wlire ~iilliins t.a gr1pi with th~ roal1t1u _or Automat! on, 

1950:-1953, by m~ving th~ quaoti·Jn of produ<lt.iv1t.:r trom one 

4eaUt.g ·w1t.h t~w truth .o!' lab~x·-':"w~g.,a•-to o!lo dO>al.tng with 

the rlnilf,*lena. _tlf lllbe<r and the need tor a t~tall:r new. way or 
l1fef 1>.1111 '2) the East :lerBn w~rl«•ro who, in. toUI' Revolt. 

ot .Juno 17, 1953, challenged their puppet reg1me and thus 
. -, . .I- . 

liign&l.led·tbe be3inning of tbe eDd o:l' Rueaian,total1briali1am • . ;·' . '. ' .. ·. ,- :·. ' - - . '· ; - -

·.'rJli:tir.'.re:,oit waa 1nde"d followed, within ;weeka,. by a revi:llt .,._....... ..,. ·.· . ' - . -_ ·. .' 

t11-• ill&Tlt'.labor -oallP~·- n:t'. Vorkuta inai® ~~da tte.ti.:r. 

~:~i@~ij~~1li1~~,!~;,~~:~ .•. ~~.:~;-~J· ,. ' \ r', it ·-tor.~- philosophy . a'n th,e' part;.,r 'the ~qe,r~-

~:- . 

uerge:i fi'tr!ll t.he tota'lity -,i' t.lte · · . .. , 
. 
•.: 

. -.(• ".. . 

J'roq._the philoaophar in t.ne. ivor;r tow.ar .·t~_·tlte lll&n en 

. . :ihe_. 11~reet, the world Jtia.a been .preoo"'lp1ed·. w:l.th the queut1on1 

'O!ll.'_}~~-be r:~ in thl;: as~ or tota~Uar1a.nf..~~tm We leap~d 
·· -.-- -~ihi_r&t:t:ona ·ahead -to the a~t'1r:uat1ve answer -,;lith ~he 1953 

·Revolts. 
;/_ . 

The l'Oad \"" a tl_erw a~oi~ty ~1as agdn illum1n~d by 

the Hungar\an Revolution or 1956, 

· No thaoret1nian, t •. oday mo>;'l!t than ever before, can. 

wr1~" out. of hif own head, 'l'h"ory requiree a constant 

ahap1ng and reshaping or 1deaa on the basis or what the 

vor~era them&elvea are do1ng and thinking, The research 

tor this book, ror exaJliPle, on the transformation or 

Ruasla from & workflrA 1 Btllte into 1 ta- oppoa1 te, a otate 
capitalist aon1ety, beg~n at tt1e ?Utbnak or World war II. 
Scholars, some who cUd. an" BOlliG ·~ho did not, asree with 

._ .. , 

;.,·_ 
. '"~-.-1 

IllY oonoluaionA, took part. In ita beginning, this; .work 

vas a Marx1at analya1a ~r At~te napitaliBm, But it did 
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not. _take i'te preaent 1'ol'm af' "!:~X!!!!!· .'UiD li'R:::t:DOH until 

· :.·· the 11~\' at age. or pro~uetion arid et f.evolta wr.a ~aohed !a. · 

. l~s0-53. -~·'B .. ;,au"a we 11,..;· 1~ an &go or abeolutea•-on the· . 

. threllhllld ,,r a.na:~lute freedom Out Of thl' BtJ'Uggle ae;alnst 

'ab•olut.e. tyrannY--the oompa_llin.; neord tov 11 new unity or 

t.heorf··ane. pra~t1o"''dint14tes a'new mathod or writing, At 

· leaat, ;,it dlatated the me.thGd by whlnh thio book WM written. 

A. tour "'"" undertaken t11 pl'Geept orall;r the idP..u o:r 

. -'tlW bollll: t.J Sl'GUpe or r.Uto 'II!Ol'.kGl'e, miuera, llteelworlr.ere and 

'r':•tu¥~ts~ .· In their Olflllf~r-da iwd. out or their O'lfl1 l1~a. 
ODJiltl~iliuted a .!!!'! undek-etand:':ng, A Wut V1rg1n1~. 

out abatr;;ot1ti..;'.and ·~ve-. ,. ·- ' .· 

. ' , . ,. 

. ,11ea-q_s, 
' ., 

:•r 've listened to yo.u d111ousdag· that tetlJ,ow Mur-..c," he 

a~d/. "I· aan't W'lrd it l.tkc him but I kn_ow exaotl~·_wi1at he 

.I lay thera· this tnorn.1og about a quarter o:r. a.tx, 
-- -·.; ' : -· •;:",: .. _~;19~!ted :~ut n'iu<iuw; · :t "sud..ta tniaeJ.i, iyc)iJ Just got to 

30t' up there and go down, whether you feel like it or. not.' . ~ . 

I didn't even apeak lt to IDY wite. I Just ea1d to myselr, 

•wow you oall that a tree llll'lnt '" 
::;-, 

;U't ... r these (l1souss1ona, the f'iret drart or ~he book 

was wr1 tten, The mmusar1pt wa•• th•n submi ttt'>d t-g ·some of 

theu groupa f'or stt;dy and, over a period oi'' .th..--.io montha, 

their d1at:usrltons were taped. Atsr.l\n, the author ,studied the. 

dh<ll!as1ons carefully, revised the first, drart, lind underillook 

\··. 

a socond tour for extensive p~ra~nal d1onuas1ono, some of' which 

are reprodllOOd in the text, Only r.ftP.r theoo extensive d1Salls­

•1ons was the '-'ok. 1.n its present form finally writtsn, 
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:<;:Uji~:ra; ,,P:ts~i_wo~~~~ am illtUdOI!!ta who ·!lave p~:Z'1iio1p!l,ted an 

' f~J·l\t tb& '!fr1t~n·s o!' th11i book.· '< ,, "•' 0 Oo '- • H Th~y are ito no-author. 
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