
REB Minutes of Feb, 1J, ·1.9.86 • 

Present: All, plus Jane as sitter-in, and by .special invitation{ .vru,.. 

··• · Agenda< I The JO Years Retrospec tive/Perspective in the .. context·'·:;· "'·''-""';E''• ·· 
· · .. ··.· · . Workshops/Classes as well as the Bi-Weekly-- Raya · .. · .. ·· .·. . ,. 

II The paper··-- focusing on the new• Lead in the· context of:Wi'i3.'i;';7··.C:·I.·;,:;.,,,~.~ 
happened in last two weeks, re: workshops anti looking toward•, }. 
the :future, on the relation of journali~m to philCll.'!ophY""-:: :E:ugene>~. 

III New eclition of FFSABT and Black activities in the period a-•.: · · · 
head-- Lou; IV Ongohg Activities and correspondsnce-- Olga· · v G&'t1 .. , ' . ,, .. 

. . 
. .. -~- ·- ---. , 

· I Ra~ began her report on Part II -- the 1980s-~ by informing the 
REB that her dissatisfaction with the 1970s section had 

•".c.<•-••.ca
0
· np.amstrph'.lcltet··i. tft1l~ki~]~~i~~ tg :~wt~~; ~~;nr;~~~=~.;~~ii~o~nxr~s~:~~=~~:;~:;'~-''?·-·~j 

even if it ends up to be .:mly a matter of transposition of paragrii.phs, . 
~ecause the "why" w~ll tell us what· is· new in this final part !It• ·It . 
~s that I felt that ~ as paper was there all right, but both the I'l'Ls 
and -!;he organization had the appearance of ·"afterthought", The truth, .. 
however, is that both the philc-.sophy and t:t>_e Per;JJ~ctives not only pre-

·. ,, 

ceded the paper, but have been our ground ever since~ . 
. . .. · .fuget~to~ 

1980s,.let me read you the final p~~agr.aph of p. 1 ef the 1Q Years, in 
which ~t becomes clear t~at long before the ~ological N~~~ were 
publ~shed and we saw Marx•s·l'iew mements, we created a continuity between 
Marx s Marxism and 0urselves as a new tendency. Furthermore, as p, 2 ·• 
will .. show'you, N&L made everything·pv.blic, 'including-what the.cldrad;... 
icals used to call "Internal Bulletins" • .At the -sfi..'llc time, having the 
process of coming to conclusions as seen as important as the conclusions 
themselves, involved seeing the PPLs before they were co.lled "PPLs"~ · · 
The very first letter, -- then called "Weekly Political JJetters"-- was 
written against the u.s. imperialist invasion of Cuba in·1961. The whole 
point is that the dialectics of revolution and the dialectics of organ
izatiol'!. and the dialectics of thought were so inseparable in M-Hism, 
that by now I do not like the name of the new book-to- come, I had beeh 
c~lling it Dialectics of the Party:; but now I prefer to call it:Dialec-· 
.iacs Cl±' Or_g_an1zat~on 1 because even though' we are opposed to the Party, · 
and· even though our Consti tuion sa~'s we are not a party • the nld titl!O · 
would give the impression that we were one more faction commenting on 

··: the. question of the party, 
. • Just· as the part on -the 1980s will cN'lcentra-
te more on the question of m::ganization, so the writing of it carried 
'through the auestion of the dialectics of-revolution in a still newer 
way. I arn referring to the fact that the draft chapter on "~wo Turning 
.Points in Luxemburg's Life" wao publisher! in N&L in 1980, It should be 
.re-read on the qtft!tion of dialectics of revolution, I begin ·the re-tel
ling at the end of p,J, and I want to emphasize here that as much as I 

. . had said on 'Chat 1907 Congress, it had not rec>.lly covered the dialcctios 
... · .-· 1'\+J _.:'l,~l"'.,n+.;_ o- "'"'" "'""""""' of·· thA 1 ....... A .... - .... ,...~ + ........ rt~ .,.4"A't'\OY'\+ :+n1"1~l"!.'"'n.; .t:::o.G -£1."1'\-:------,,_ .. --......... v ..... ""-v-'- •& c;;~og -QQ,\,olj&·- - 1. u- Qg.-,.,.,t;:u.a v•-· VI.&'O '-A.,., .. ..,~ .. '-<•&v "'""'•"""'"""•""'.a.""'"" •'""J;I--

·- res.an·ted there saw them in :!.905. By nnt really covering, I mean H sounds 
like a quattitative commentary-- in other words, Luxemburg, Lenin:, T:t·ot-. 

:o,,:,.··-.-... · sky, Plekhi.>.nnv, etc, spoke, A re-readir,g will in fact make :you see both 
·. '·"_.·the _dialectics of. organization (which in the case of the 190.7 Congress · · 
~>didn't put the 190.5 revolutinn on the.agenda)~ and the dialectics nf 
§_ • revolution as Luxe!llburg related spontaneity to fighting. bureaucracy, .· · 

'"·•••:>.· .... while .Leniii was so good on revolu-cion, but. in fact never did .move away 
•'4' .. , ..... Variguardism. : · .· . ,.,,,. · . . . . . ·· , 

· · ·· · · The Retrospective/Perspective ties the Black Dimi.mslon. 'c 

-'' .. -, 

". ~-- -- .,•' 
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.· nf-~he-ear-ly-1980s, with Mi~ui,•to 1983 and the ne~ ~n:~~,:·.:~·:~~i~~~~]i~l~~i~::~~~j .... f.t-Hism two reasons. Firs·t, it was important to. · 
;c,· :· 0-~-:s~~ci~i~k-~h:~~i9~£the EN · bv us came. ;i.n the .1970"· "'nn not 
I Draft Perspectives, which had-fuade- . -

_ Or·ganizati,on!ll Responsibility for l·i-Hism", made that . ,., .. ,,..,.,.,.1 
•- '-the the need to · tranform reality. IndEu~d ~ the_ ~;..,.,,,.. . .;.; 

ie_s __ l\1arx• s Marxism made .that all the more importan·t. The _. _. _ _ 
Engels had not p1;1blished the many changes _ll'!arx h.ad added to· ·the _ _ 

_, __ . ___ ., .ar&.:t.olo4·--- -.61 "--4 ...,_, ___ ._- ----·-.: ~:: --"'L-, • .,_..,.,_,_ --- --- .... t....: -'~ _ _...,-.a..-.::. ..... ,_, __ ;.., _____ ,_._,_,~,.,_.c.C:::-~ c'"'·'·c·:·o·c.': 
· --.......... ~ "~"'" .... v.a. vn.p.s. uc:&.&.J OJ:''C;:n.;.a....t . .&.~~••J - vu~ -uu.t:J t'(U.L¥U• L"tJ.LGdti;:U. --.vuo 60.UIQ:A-~ ---~·:- .- ·-- ·_ 

. sis o:t· capitalism to the ex-pansion- of foreign trad~ at the point when · ·- -
"the world market sucessi'ully · am'lexed exteneive areas l'lf the New Wo:rld, : · 

·,Asia and Australia ••• " This is a rather earl:v date for sensing imperiaJ . .:. 
,~·-rsm; ien•t it? ····· ·· ···· · · · - · ·· · · · · ·-· ·· · ··· 

Since the whole section on the 19Bos.will be in._thls is
sue of N&Lr I will here focus on only two additional points. The most. •- .··· 
important is that· no matter what we speak on, write ('In, tlli¥ t')n, be-:':/ 

· tween··now and the Convention,: it a.ll has to- be- :i:n 'the co!ltext of ·the 
Workshop/Cla:3ses and -the preparation for· the bi-weekly. Tha.t is ;to. say, 
the eUcitation-from ourselves and the aunience·in general, so that they 
become participants in the relation of' revolutionary jourr.alism to phil
osophy and to think of journalism as the commentary on tho objective · 
situation .;iust as ·SC'on as an eYent becomes a headline-- or should have 
become a. headline, if' it didn • t-- is ·the key. · -···· · 

:· · · . The second pofnt is that 
. the latter half of the ?nei:t:osl?ect. 1930.s ,;action-·- _the pa:-:-t be3inn!_r..g .· 
wi t_h Charles Denby's life and continuing on all the na tiona1 reYolutions, 
the- peasant question, a."ld all the developments from· 1\I&F th];'ough P&R to 
RLWLKM and, WLDR (including also FPSABT, advertised in this iss•ta);.._. .. 
attempts at a totality that e:KPlains why, even though the essay stops 
with 1984 issues of N&L, it extends into 198.5 tn take up the. ri!.'U'ch 21 
Archives event. That event underlined fo1." us the way M-Hisnr really e;x:
tends back before 1941 in the sense of a continuity with liia.rx' s. Marxism 

· .and t'or;card to the newest moments of our- developmen:t. 
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