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. Founder of Marxist-Humanisx
- Paul BuMe, Director =~~~
Oral History of the American Lef

|+ Tarsiment Jnstitute, New York Univeraity

Grace Leo Boggs (3/28/63)
o5 filo af the Oral History
just been ‘called to my at-

- The taped interviews by
end Jamea Boggs (3/25/53),
-of the American Left, have
teatisn. I have learnod for the first time that they were
'interviewed at the same time Oral History of the Amer-
fean Left spnronched me for an interview during  my
Marx Centensry lecture tour in 1333, Bu: _
been told wan that the Oral History of the American
Left wag interested in an interview in connection with

| sisted. First, Don Georgakaa r
LY terviewed by the man whe wrote Detroit, I Do Mind
| Dyiag, on
| had no rmention

the opening of Max Shachtman's documents, 1 respond-

ed that ! wam't intevestsd in participating ia a discus-

sion o Max Shachémen, _ o .

- Tae cails from Tamiment Oral Hietory, however, per-
i called, I refused to be in-

= Tl
ths Black

revolt in Detroit in tho 1960s, end
snywhers in thet book of Charles Den-
" by—desnite the fact that Georgabas knew the work of

. News snd Letters Committesa and tha many activities
__in Detroit and in the South of

‘Black worker-editor of News & Lotters, who was also
. Presidont of the Michigan-T.owndea County, Ala. Move.
ment for Human Rights, ~ . L

1 WAS CALLED once sgain, this time by somecne
‘unkziown to me,
interested in interviewing me on lehor hdatory. I accept-
ed that inlerview since it mesnt I could Qiscuss an
event 1 considered most relevant to a history of the
American Lef-wnamely, the 1949.50. miners’ general
atrike, the moot critical stiike in post-World War II ia-
bor history, the first strike against eutcmation's intro-
duction, a strike that had naver been foliy recorded
anywhere before. I had participated i thosa events and
bed just come to Mow York from a lecture in West Vir-
ginia where I had met in my audience some who had
participated in that great strike. ] have aince expanded

length pamphlet, The Miners’ General Strike of 1849-
50 and the Birth of Marxist-Hnmandsm in the U8,
which 1 cosatithored with a

‘Raya Dunayevekaya) Tendency in 1956.

that strike, : .
_ Lat me now turn to the interviews. with Grace Lee
;. Boggs and James Bogze. Although both.interviews son.
"'tain wide-ranging distortions of the history of the State-
; Cspitalist ‘Tendency from 1941-55, one segmert in par-

! ticwlar i3 80 serious & re-writing of history as to demand

.-} that this letter of protest be sent ic "you us director of
"2 the project., ~ U “ i ‘

. 'The historic moment I am feférring 4o is the period
of the split-up of the Johnson-Forest [CLR. James-
Grace Leo and

i James Boggs were supporters of C.L.R. James R,

Johnson) in thet split, while the prolatarian majority of
| the ‘organization—headed by the editor of its paper,
| Corvespondence, John Zupar, and by the Black ws:
: er-columnist, Charles Denby, who wrote its front page

what I had

Charlae Dienhy, tha

Jonathan Bloom, who said that he was

the 1983 interview I gave to Tamiment into a full- °

-and-file participant.in ..

| Open-tierto

- column, "Worker's' Jourmal" was suthes ‘of Tn

Heart, and later became worker-editer of News & Lot
ters—eupported me. ¢

forget it. What happensd was that Rae [Raya Dunayev- -

skaya} felt that it would be necegsary for us to with-

drave-pot completely in the organizational sense or ac-
tuaily go undarground—but to curtajl our activities. Liy-
inan and Jimuny in perticular—i think the Amzricaniam
is very much responsible fur this—eaid, ‘we ate Ameri-
can. We ought to challenge this, We ate carrying on the

. ind of sctivity that patriotic Americans ought to carzy

v

_however, concludes: “T can't

- avonts by Les and

' fight the listing politically,

on. Rather than rotreat, we ought to step up our activi-
‘tes” This waa the basis of the gplit.” =~ & .:

A similur, though*more
fabrication is told by James Boggs in his interview. He,
quite pinpoint whet thit
split was about..” : C

‘There is ro tmuth whatsosver in this fabrication ‘of

Boggs. Far from proposing that we
“ourtail vur ectivities,” s theus “pattiotic. Amevicans™ -
would have us believe, the majority of the State-Capi.
talist Tendency emunciated itn disoaron- toudly ‘and -
clearly, What Johnson attacked as my desire to “politi-
cize” the organization was my proposal to fight tha sub-
vergive listing both by consulting a lawyer in New York
on how to oppose it legally when we had only 10 days
to do 20, and by my undertaking a national tour to pre-
pore the Comespondencs Commitices crganization to

The full account of the eplit betwesn the co-fbunders

of the State-Capitalist Tendency can be found i the

Raya Duruyevekaya Collection, Archives of Labor and

'cunﬂnuea

HERE IS THE fantastic way Gracs Lee describes the
issues involved, as recorded in your coflection: “In‘1955, . . . .
the Subversive Activities Control Board listed Jehnsog. o0

" Forest as cne of the subversive orgenizations. Tl naver -

briof, version of this fantestis”




Urban Affsirs, Wayno State v

g0 48200, Ses eemanyp

LE'I'I'ERSEOMMI‘I‘
’I‘ﬁmgin'-Aprﬂ,' 1355 and set ouralves 2 dual task—the
puuncnhon of News & Letters, edited by & vorker, and
" my complehon of Marzism and Fresdom — from 1?76

unii} the full theoretical foundation. of Marz
-which the 104950 strike i ceptrsl

0e  ¢f Past V, Cha.pter XVI on "Automa-
"on and the New, hmmsm '

We have coniinued ¢
um_ao yeers, whila i St
‘damsa, Fr R:axhty Commttaea, 0 psed 9 Or-
_genliation ?flgme ang Bogga, now called National Or-.
“Banizution’ for an. Amen Revmutmn, has openly
ahandoned Marxism, -

x requeet that this lotter bc appended to’ my mterv:ﬂw
in your collection and that it be offared o 2! reacarchs
‘€55 examining the history of the Johnmn-l‘om Tend-
en"y. Newly discovered dacuments, whick lurainate the

evelopment of Marxist-Humgsnism ag the Johnson-For.

begea {0 revesl open differencag that led

Johuson and Forest, ha just been

sdded as pn.rt of & new Volume XTI of my Archives,

(Seu <apacially Sectmns I and IO of that Volume XII,
trcepectwa aod
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khatiis what you are leit with.).,
axntellertual estranged from the mass m
f_glary days of the sixties. ¥he story of

;_Phennmennlogy Why Now" and I saw
Y cons sciousness. " In discovering Rus

so;xety you gaxn & "mind of your own. " But- it is left at that,

\6 ay, apart {from perhaps longevity in waiting for the masse

can gather what hz jis 90ing to do with Marx.

ﬂwrxte in his later writings and also what I thought JsT -
.u(=caver9u, thE ralatlunsth ot politics and 2

conomics.in Marx.)
Buhle goes onto lump this in w1fﬁ_gha__JﬁfEEt1ce of the three

Enclosed 15 Paul Buhle 5" Marx1sm in. & -tiga

I» unay

..:ast,Frxday, and then learned that you  wWere soukxng fous,

i-;su I thnught 1'd sgnt 1t ‘straight awav.. I am sure yow will hav‘
*x;plenty to say when you are done with it but ¥ thuught I would -

f*wrxte you ny First 1mp“95510ﬂ I haven't read it all: but 1 thEﬁ
“3{;uf$ered enﬂugh {not in. the sense of '

f 5u$fer1ng of the negative, but sheer aggravaticon.) --'”'”f‘i_ ﬂ
oo . The preface seis the tone of the whole boak. " The tane iga =

*labour patience’ and

sfnry of defeat and Lragedy, that is marxism in the US {and ‘1
guess if ‘you leave out Mars and Marhlst—Humanxsm, as he. dues.g :
You 'get it fraom page’ ones’ “The'
wrvival of the mavement through all its traged;es.“ It's a very
'personal” view--a sort of unhappy consciousness~-the New York .

sad ‘at. each- passing year, as he grows older,

and further away .
from his ‘yauth, finding it hard to comprehend 4

the passzng of the

"betrayals and
d;ssxllus:unment“ (page 3Y. Ferhaps the other side of Jameﬂ1an

optimism. In fact with Jamesianism in mind I was reading "Why

the tendency as clearly “unhappy
ssia was a state capitalist -

.3
o e

does not  go on to work out what it is for. It remains “a llttle
1t f cleverness;" {and Jamas is certainly very clever!y but it
1ns tied to working out that ore Zoncept, and in jits- critique

he van Fdhggyty remains_tied tog Eglnﬁﬂltg_incmsl_upp6§TEE=:i:vi

ecenﬁLaLgsm Versus centralism. It works out

hothing new, and:
emains like =z EtDlC, because the intellectua

1 has no role te

s to
t. And though it kit out against the fetish of leadersh*p, in

he end it stands 4for nothing but “"the right leadershlp.
_ Anyway to the book. But what is Mar Xism? T

culture.” And Marx stands tar: “The chie¥ errar of Marxism,
bgginning with Marx nas been the economistic limitation’
tlass model to the immediate means of oroductign®

(u%’
2 . he bock itself
NS £s it to the theory of class, and reduces theory itself to

of a .
From this you ~

According to Buhle, .
Marwxsm, is rooted in Marx's la-er writings

The old biscuit of HMarx as economist. (Disregarding
e wark yYou have-done in wicovering what he actually d1d

L

g~(«~fﬁternat;on 1" S35 i fhey are one undifferentiated mass, and as

”//f1+ the Thlrd was not both once

}aven g0 as far to create ¥1thun.

:evolutxonary and later counter
. revalutionary. The conc ept-of” cuunLerrevc]utxon within the
wrevolutidn" iz outside of Buhle's thought. But 1o top it all,
thxs'waster of deceit has Lo say, "I have sought, more than
anyth.ng else. i th:s book to cut thruugh the web o%
fcrget%ulnesr " ’

“Ohy - but how a mind can so mas11y forget when” 1L‘wants to! Or

He wants to bury Marx, and

th;nks wzth a 11ttle Jugglxng ot dates he can get hxm uut of the

avement, from the wcrker-mi

T
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pic reijhlhy is the bcml-. -Frg\ﬁi;ale? to 'l'c:day" What makes-i
Cthere; or according to the first chaptercigam. . i S
S the endA_j_gﬁg civil war. Conygnzentlz leax;ng Dut.w‘a _Ma:gf
ARG -wWrote n**zncludl_g_ggg_gggzcggzu ing of cap;tal. the -
of the €ivil war on the hirth 5§ the F;rst_ln;ern tiona
“andg T The ‘'struggie for the Eight’ ‘Hour~ Day, and o0 on.. Buhlas”
to. exarcise Mary's organic relatxnnsh:p to Americay he. wants.tn
. make Marxism a fareign import, that came to America with' the: 3
immigrants. He wants to cut off Marx’s relationship to the Black
fwurld {and thus later elevate James). He begins Marxism precisely
'with the sort of Marxists that led Marx to exclaim that if thdt
‘was Marxism then he wasn’'t a Marxist. 1&° '
ﬁmEx;Eég_nnuzs52iﬂgggx;sm?_spec1fzcally what you were wark*ng out
-before the split with James and later published and. republ:shed f,.}-
L many tames a8 Marxism and Freedom. (and of course he knaw

book ives ennugh). :zﬁggigg all this he setg’ up Marx as a
Pa.20)

Once he has separated the Black dimension from Marx, he can T
Iluw through his idea tand the bourgeocisie‘s) af MMarrism-as a0
Dreiun import." He cam bilame Marx for many- things done in. hxs

“But before he e__t_g_j:n_dn—t-ha—l_—he-m g L
= : e ctioA. Attacking Marx for . %

Y seaxng change thraugh the trade unians: “Black workers had 3énj
plaace in the marxist scems of things." (p. 36} Just as thﬂ.e;i,fé
archists attack Marx ever since Bukanin was expelled fraom th
irst International, . Buhle tries to paint Marx as a demagoque, |

and- uuaxuiﬂg the expulsion of bhouwrgeois women_who wanted ta take - ;
aver t%tm PY
decysion needs to be examined more clasely for clues to the fate d
of Marxism in the USA during %he ninsteenth canturyv." It is quit@Lﬁqﬁh
astounding when Marx wanted IWA branches to have a majority of
workers, and later when the IWA was disbanded and the great 1877
hzt the scene Marx felt that they might be the ground for a new _
IWA. Buhle has reduced the whole history to this event. I am sure
he would do well to read the Critigus of the Gotha Program and _
dwell on the passage that sSays a real movement is worth a hundred
programs.” Far Buhle, I am sure, the "tragedy" is that American -
- Marxists have not_hae~ti *right program.® Buhle pre-occupatio
ig/thh_ngg__;ﬁgilnnM} forti. I haven‘t yet g&t to théngﬁaﬂﬁ?‘#jL
‘Chapter One. Are ycu gett;ng ready for this bool now!

© 1 haven't read the paxt chapters. But looking at the titles
got me thinking of John‘s archives, and their importance and a

ulletin you wrote in 1953 callaed "Our Organisation." I have
noted that Chag&gg_ﬁlukggin1=m in_America, is_anpther .amalgam_of
Lenin and Stalin, there I€ no sense of ccunter_reyql1qtlani1n;,,ﬁ

“-ROgSia- and- what that meant for the worild o ' B

. Cha tg;,b-hxsgm:ﬁhgre Beyond Len}  god only knows -
__.wggcsbfﬂgre is whare LLﬁ“CEmegfiﬁfﬂﬂ’“gliﬁ:ET7Uf couraé?’ﬁagie '
* his pretace has already an : i ctual debt ¥o CLR."

.Anﬁ"ﬁﬁ'ﬁsﬁes“iure at CLR gets more references  than Trotoky, wha

" many trotsky:sts had considerd befare his death that "hig

“ leadership was a disastes, v - Leadership, leadershxp. Not a
theoretical question? Sc in cames CLR to bring a “dynamic
mixture of politics and cuiture." And one mention for you,. "Jamas
gathered & llttle gruup 1nc1ud1ng Raya- Dunayevskayu, ‘Grace Lee,

L mare mmie = s it v e 4 s e




'agqgﬁaftinkslébermap,5They;shared an almoaet mo

eniamire

- the revolutionary capacity of the mass production worker

L 202) The fact that the concept of State Capitalism c :

_ aAapalysis of counter n ir Russia and that JE e

" uls ' ‘s philos phic_notébooks on Hegel is .~

campletely e ‘out. Later he. § +rom the James. Group’s-- 0
egroes Take the Lead, written a.year after ACOT. Of course ACOT'
eprinted:S-times‘dues not get.a mention, it would put-a: spanner.

ip the works gilhis whole thesis. IR R R I
. On’ page e writes of "disembodied voice fram scméwherE'?;?JZQJ-“
reaching out~ints the darkness of middls America. Monthly Review,ofigV™
: \Di-_f.segt, New Politice, ar smaller and more rare items with their B
Y. wn eccentric political group identity like News and {etters." So )
ST Skﬁgé'ﬁeelswhe has to mention us, but there is no: footnote, . no other
'({Uﬁf ntion 'of News and Letters, so there is no way in knowing what
At ie, that it is connected to, "The Raya Dunayevskaya papers ... =
‘q 4 par more documentation and criticism of James." (ftn 20, page228) -
AHgr does not mention the split in the "James crew® but does say by
ﬂ,ﬁfgp{ggﬁ “James group by this time considerably reduced." ftn 1, '
; G5 Z89) And then he footnotes his, CLR James: His Life. and
T Work?. dlandon 1986) Have you seen it? I haven‘t. '
: . Once he gets to the &0s he can credit James with . .
“incorperating Black intc Marxism. .Speaks about MLKing's '
private conversations with CLR. = 235) For him tha, &0s begsn ab
nove (virginal beginnings heen so & solute,
excellence proponent of catching theory en roobe— ough in o
isguise, he.obviously has his Jamesian thecretical agenda.) The
relationship of worker and intellectual is reduced to culture,
dope smoking young workere, underground style graphic newspapers,
long hair. (Even if he says “This would prove an insufficient
basis for permanent. ity of intellectuzls and workers in the old
Marxist sense.™ P-252.) 1 really den‘t think it would be a basis
for: any temporafyiinity either. It is quite absurd, but gives us
2 glimpse of what Buhle thinks the relationship of worker and
inteliectual is all abput.) Instead of, in particular, what
victkers are thinking and doing when they -are in struggle; being a.
‘glimpsa of the “future in the present." "Art and shHeer play ‘
LepaSEuLd offer tha giimpse of ialism within ¥He fapitalTst era.
3?ﬁﬂ‘ 2HY The £ai 605 wasn‘t its theoretical void, but
f”n_the 1ack'Qf \Styles of argani sokt ropriate to fall back on
AL oQhen “the Revalwtton™ fatlem~B.2a4) o
TWEHY() T U So far Buhle, e¥forts to leap all -these boundaries, ta .
1'1 ... ashieve the unity of theory and practice dreamed in the earlier {
a0 d8ys have prq%gd*enlightenﬁng failuyres." (p.253) Marxism has been , -
( "an engine of Capitaligm’s further evelopment @ In the end -
Marxism is an.academic exercise where the contradictions oetwean
“theory and practice, bet egn-4in the theoretical version) - o
o materialism and idealism.™\p.25 trap the radicals.. The division
+ S)Mbetween mental and manual 14 our is reflected by the divisions
. “betweeaen High and Law culture, p.272. And. the whole of history
vl passes-Buhle by. History contains ne power, but for Buhle it -
. daes,. it is outside him, "a meta historical process which has
 taken place behind the backs of the left." Oh my god, I can‘t go..
anol am glad I have nothing to do with this nightmare of his.
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11 ke’ tn.Lnnw t\,hat yuu make' c)f
11 e, sendmg :snmeth:.ng
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nlke: ;vcu very “mach for bath i-.hg new ]
fcr your hrii
! : _.coisp!.imnt o
za*my“wona_.it bacomes imdiat:ely a philosc.phia catagogy
that means act:ion. and that spalls out aasigmnt
',plaa&e
o, s,k_(witatevcr made him think he could 'uha the_ : ¢iem
Jcimoqla, diiletancish, helter-skelter agssmblage :at-' :
ecurriloﬁs"-ggseip ‘28 Marxism?) 1nt:o & 15" areiela !or )
S peview? g ey e
T “w. We ﬁi‘ywiah to add something *n ii: on 'Q:ha queat!.ou of
+ Detroit, saim:ef you weren't heve and may not recosnize that Dap
‘ «” _1ysia“f'?) of what cocouzed in Ded mit in ths
y ,nmy remenber that when I.vas i WY Y. t:eafnsed 9
ha Mtawiewa 4, byxrTEminanky - for Tamiment: by Gecrgakaa;"‘saying
opan‘iy that a,i{ one who could write of Detroit-in the 19608 with-
g H&L and exeskiwy fabricnt‘h.zg ﬂﬂmth‘ng that. waan T
-~ 8 Jamsgsite scenaric-- shouldn't be tmated at =11, I any .
‘ c.......... th-;'.;.m.ar'viaw was taken firzau.y by scmecno axse who heara

this copy is the only one you bnvs, I 11 Band ii: x.‘.;!-ght

back, ?ut you'll have to suffer through my scr.-.‘bbles. But I -
sl am wikinex waiting for the reml "oultura vulture®, CI.R&'
(“’du vre vulture® is the term John just reminded me ©f)...
/ Hew iufz :.-e..]G"“ her my love and take some for yourseif,

Yours,
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